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viii PREFACE. 

readings of the gayer visitant of Lem- 
mington.* 

Warwick Castle is a place of great 
historical interest^ and altbough much 
may be found respecting its early pos- 
sessors in the works of the more an- 
cient v^riters, \^hich however are but 
in the hands of few, little of it is very 
generally known, and the Author has 
long meditated a \vork "which, concen- 
trating whatever was interesting, and 
requiring little time in the perusal, 
might convey such information as, un- 
less it were read in the shape of a 


1 . . 


* This Work waa completed three years since 
for publication, but circuroBtanc^s then delayed It. 
Mr. Bisset has in the interim published, a Leninwg-* 
ton Guide, which affords much historical abd topo- 
graplucal iofoiiBiiliop. 
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Bovel, would by many never be read 
at all* — This end, it is hoped, is here 
accomplished, though some objection 
jsay perhaps be ürged against the in« 
troduction of a long historical narra-^ 
tive of facts and personages of real 
life in tbe middle of a fictitious tale ; 
but the plan is Qot altogether without 
precedent. 

In sketching the character of a sol- 
dier and a gentleman, the Author is 
«anguine enough to hope that she has 
in some measure succeeded^ since the 
resplehdent llkeness of Montague ex- 
ists i a Nobleman of distinguished worth, 
one of the brightest modeis of imitaiv 
tion for our Fatrician youth, sat for the 
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picture.— May he long survive this faint 
memorial of bis virtues ! 

The heroine of thc work, it is^ hoped 
fot the honour of her öex, is a common 
cbaracter j &he has endeavoured to poqr- 
tray her as what, in her jiidgmerit, Bri- 
tish wives and ft-itish daughters mght 
to be j ai>d, notwithstanding the Kcen- 
tious gallantry which now stains. the 
page of domestic history, as what num- 
berg of her fair countrywomen moat 
indulritably ^re. 

It is posaiMe «hat the aeeount of the 
aehieveroentA and h^h employmciitff of 
the ancient Baris ofWarwicfc msy he 
'«wwidered some^bat too proKxj but 
rtiaeä and jresideQt for vear« unon fh^ 
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spot where these great men have lived 
and died, she feels a sort of veneration 
for their departed glories; and almost 
considers herseif as doing injustice to 
their memory, by the necessary suppres- 
sion of such parts of their history as are 
fbreign to the present Work. Should 
it however be deemed, " A chronicle of 
day by day; a relation not fit for a 
breakfast, or befitting this first meet- 
ing;^'' all similar attempts for the future 
are at an end, and the Author is content 
to pursue in silence the " noiseless tenour 
of her way/* 


<■ 
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CHAPTER I. 

LADY MONTAGUE TQ THE HONOURABLB 
MRS. FORTESCUE, AT MADRAS. 

Park Lodge^ July 1807. 

X HE cmis that has decided xay fate is 
past, and you will see,- my dear Maria, 
by the Contents of this voluminous packet^ 
that my marriage with Lord Montague 
has at length taken place ; but surely at 
a time, and attended with cii^pumstances, 
under which no woman but myself, I 
think, ever yet became a bride! My 
friends hpwever acquit me of the slight- 
est shadow of impropriety, although the 
busy World yet sits in judgment on my 

VOL. I. B 
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conduct. With regard to its decision, I 
feel perfectly at ease ; and, satisfied with 
the unqualified approbation of my family 
connte^Lions, to the opinion of strangers 
I avow myself indifferent. Particular 
and painful circnmstances, which I shall 
explain hereafter, have rendered it ne- 
cessary for us to retire fbr the present 
from public Observation^ but wrapped in 
the calm dignity of coniscious reetitude, 
I patieotly await the vdicome moment 
which shall restore me to society, graced 
with the enviable distinction of which I 
iiow i^dre than i^ver ibel the ifiestimaUe 

N^MTly tw^l]^ mottths are yet wanting 
of Cbe p^riod öriginally £xed upon fbr 
miir tMtf i^»^, but all imperious ^aecessity 
ut)^void^biy dhorten^ the term. My 
tnothet^ on her deat^-bed, öolei»^ 
tonsigi^ me to th^ {yrot^ctiön üf Lord 
Motitag^ie, shoüld drcumsfeafic^^s, which 
ä« shfe trtily foteböKkd proved to be th« 
«tse, r^ftdfet mii' earlfer ^mm t^^^kM^ 


V. 


WARWICK CASTLE. s 

and the cooduct of my &tiier, since 

XiOfd Rathfaraham's official residence at 

St. Petersbui^h, has been such as juiti- 

ficd the verj worst of her apprehenrioos, 

and compelled me to accept it at all 

risk« of incoDvenience, and even in de- 

fiance of its alleged impropriety. Had 

Lady Rathfiirnhain passed the period of 

xny biother^s abaence in Ireland as she at 

first iotended, the extreme awkwardness 

i>f onr marriage being condtided hßfbre 

Montagüe was at liberty to ferm a «uit- 

able estd[>lishiBent for it, might possibly 

have been avoided» for i should then 

have passed the internal with her upon 

the Irish estate; but äste had already 

^uitted this oountry in consequeace of a 

new arrangemeDt, afnd I should suppose 

that long before this you iQUst have re- 

cei^^d the letters whkli were transmitted 

to you en theiar departure for Russia, 

w4>ere they are stau restdent, and fi'om 

^hich, I befieve, Lord Rathfamham is 

fK>t y^ 3rkdy to*TCturn. 

. B 2 
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Montagae has writtep, by the last dia- 
patches, to apprize liim of the change 
which has taken place in our afiairs^ ac- 
companied by a long detail of the un- 
pleasant circumstances which led to it. 

This infbrmation will not astonish, ör 
even surprise him, although youi who 
are less acquainted with I^prd. Carlo- 
raine's real character, yo.oj^ söarcely 
believe him capable of the depravity 
whifrh at last drove me for ever from my 
paternal home. And aä I am well con- 
vinced that both you and Fortescue, 
notwithstanding our immense distance, 
will feel deeply interested in the particu- 
lars, I shall, at my leisure» narrate them 
for your perusalj alUiough some.of them 
are oi a nature to which you would 
scarcely deem it possible for me to have 
been exposed ; — for instance, amidst all 
the varieties of fate, and all the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune, could it ever have oc- 
curred to you that /, born in a rank so 
distinguished, and placed amongst cön- 
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nexions so illustriöus^ — the wife of a Bri- 
tish !Peer, aiKU^tbe sister of a British 
Ambassador, should at "^this moment be 
literally wanderiDg about my native 
country, sfceltered^under the disguise of 
a £ctitious appellatibn, and shunning 
alcnost the light of heaven^ lest it should 
betray the interesting companion of my - 
present painful seclusion ? Such how- 
ever, incredible as it may appear, is at 
this juncture my actual Situation ! But, 
to enable you to enter into my feeh'ngs 
upon this subject, I shall relate to you 
some particulärs "which, hs(\jng princi- 
pally occurred before your marriage with 
Fprtescue» you can be but imperfectly, 
even if at all, acqüainted with. 

« 

My mother, the late Countess of 
ßathfarnham and Carloraine, the *orphan 
heiress of an ancient and honourable Irish 
hoüse, and a Peeress iti hör own right, 
having succeeded to that honour whilst 
an mfaht, on the deathof her only.bro- 
ther, was married at an early age to the 
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younger brother of a nobleman of high 
respectability in her native country ; of 
T¥faich marriage, Lord Rathfarnhkin, and 
Fortescue, are the only surviving issue. 
Their father, an officer in the army, lost 
his life at an early period in an engage« 
ment, during the American war; leav- 
ing his eider brother^ Lord Fitzmaurice« 
and the present £arl of Carloraine, exe«* 
cutors of his will, and guardians of his 
two boys ; the eldest, then, in right of 
his mother, Viscount Clencorrie» about 
ten years of age; and Fortescue, the 
other, a few years younger, 

As long as the education of her söns 
would permit her to do it with propriety, 
Lady Rathfarnham resided upon her 
Irish estate ; for, partially attached to a 
country where the happiest years of her 
life had been spent, she had not hitherto 
feit a wish . to change her residence, 
although she was possessed of another 
beautiful seat in Devonshire. WhoUy 
wrapped up in her children, she had not 
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yet found the solitude irksome» to whtch» 
on the death of their ftther, she had 
devoted herseif i or once given a sigh to 
the remembnunce of metropolitan spien* 
dour, in which, previous to her early 
widowhood, she had moved with distin» 
guished eclat. 

The death of her brother-in-Iaw, in a 
few yeara, placing the guardianship of 
her sona whoUy in the hands of Lord 
Carloraine, the welfare of her children, 
which his Lordship aasured her would be 
materially benefited by their imm^diate 
removal to a public school» onco more 
lured her from her retreat at Clencorrie ; 
and^ wrought upon by his representation 
of its general convenience, she at length 
quitted Ireland, and fixed her residence 
in England. 

The Earl of Carloraine had been the 
early friend of her deceased husband ; 
and anxiously interested as he now ap« 
peared for the boys, you, who so many 
years aflerwards admired his fine person 
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and imposing manners, may form.some 
idea of the impression he was then capa- 
ble of making upon aa inexperienced 
heart, wlien he chose to exert his talents 
with efFect, and will probäbly acquit 
Lady Rathfarnham of imprud^nce,' when, 
after an interval of five years from the 
death of Captain Fortescue, she gave her 
hand* in second marriage to Lord Carlo- * 
raine : a step which she aftörwards most 
bitterly repented ! 

At this period Lord Clencorrie was 
nearly fifteen, and Fortescuei about ten 
years of age» — They were then educat- 
ihg at Westminster school, but occasion- 
ally receiving the benefit of private in- 
struction from Dr. Grey, a clergymari of 
a most cultivated mind; who, having 
been for years the domestie chaplain of 
Lady Rathfarnham, had accompanied s 
her family to England, and was nov^ set- 
tled lipon a livingto which he had some 
years before been presented by his mu- 
nificent patroness, near her seat in De- 
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Yonshire, at which place his pupils usually ' 
passed the summen 

These boys ^isliked Lord Carloraine 
exceedingly : the tiresome and unneces- 
sary restraints to Mfhich his Lordsliip's 
new Code of regulations subjected them, 
after their arrival in England, and tb 
which they had experienced nothing 
similar under the mild influence of Dr. 
Grey, soon rendere^l him ap object 
of their inveterate dislike; whilst the 
haughty indiiFerence wliich he afiected 
towards them as mere school-boys,. daily 
and almost hourly increased their disgust 
jClen<:orrie, in particul^r, fissociated from 
.infancy in most of his mother's schemes 
of happipess, could not patiently endure 
the strict discipUne imposed upon him; 
and, indjgnantly resenting the epithet of 
" Irish cubsj*^ which Lord Carloraine 
had upon some previous^ occasion con- 
temptuously applied to them^, they ex- 
pressed their disapprobation of her mar- 
riage with a man to .wbom^ of all others,, 

B 5 
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they feit the strengest antipathy, in 
terms little likely to conciliate their new 
■ &ther-in-law's regard, Accustomed to 
speak his sentiments upon all occasions 
without reserve, Lord Clencorrie, who 
even at that early age possessed an un« 
derstandingfar superior to his years, could 
with difficulty suppress his aversion to 
Lord Cärlöraine; though, as the hus- 
band of his mother, he ströve to conquer 
his feelings^ and compelled himself to 
treat him with some appearance of re- 
spect. He well remembered his own 
&ther, and incessantly contrasting the 
high-souled liberality of his nature, the 
national characteristic of his native coun« 
try, with the cold and specious elegance 
of Lord Carioraine's courtly manners, 
he invariably regarded him with distrust 
and dislike. 

Lady Carloraine, dteeply hurt by their 
evident disapprobation of her new alli- 
ance, vainly endeavoured to abate the 
coldness which she soon perceived ex- 
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isted between her husband and her sons : 
in vain she shaded bis faults from their 
ready Observation, and carefully conceal- 
iDg the selfish traits which she herseif 
hourly discovered in his character, she 
laboured to impress them with a belief 
tbat he was anxiously interested in their 
wel£ire. But her effi>rts were unavail- 
ing ; and, much as she strove to disguise 
it, the boys soon perceived that their 
mother was unhappy, and saw, or at 
least fancied they saw, that seif was the 
sole and darling object of -Lord Carlo- 
raine'S solicitude ; and though time wore 
away, they still grew up with sentiments 
of increasing aversion to him. 

A year after her marriage, Lady Car- 
loraine again became the mother of a 
son, who died however before he had 
completed his first year, and thus disap- 
pointed the expeotations of his father, 
upon whose eldest male heir a consider- 
able property had been entatled by a 
deceased relative of the family. The 
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•Earf; i( he was ever capable of feeling 

affection for any human being besides 

himself, certainly did feel it for this dar- 

ling boy, for he wept over the corpse 

of the lifeless Infant in all the bitterness 

of sorrow, and deplored his loss with 

the keenest feelings of regret* I was 

born the riext year, but my father, who 

had looked anxiously forward to the 

birth of another son, saw nie with an 

indiffeüence whicb, I am tempted to be- 

lieve, was never afterwards removed. 

Lady Carloraine received rae . as the 

choicest gift of Heaven ! although she 

had, in . this instance, been desirous of 

another boy, whose birth might gratify 

the ambitious wishes of her raercenary 

husband, she herseif ardently longed for 

a daughter, in whom she might find a 

companion for her . solitary hours, and, 

at some distant period, form into a friend. 

Lord Carloraine, whose extravagance, 

as far as related to his owh gratification, 

was unbounded, and whose habits ot' 
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high play frequently led ioto inconve- 
niences of the most serious nature, had 
latterly passed most of his leisure hours 
abroad. The rank and beauty jof my 
mother, added to the admiration which 
she every wjiere excited, had gratified 
his vanity in the early days of their 
Union ; but when these transient tri- 
umphs had subsided, and the liberal re- 
sources which her partiality had supplied 
him with were exhausted, Lady Carlo* 
raine gave place to more lucralive asso- 
ciation ; his nights became invariably 
devoted to the gaming table, and his 
days passed in society, to which her 
doors were closed. Lord Carloraine was 
in fact the " gay Lothario^^ of his time, 
a generd favourite amongst the women : 
he was the idol of the circles where he 
chose his talents should shine forth, 
though little better than a moody tyrant 
in his own house, which he now rarely 
visited but for the purposes pf an hotel. 
As I began to grow up with sense 
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enough to make my observations upon 
the glaring impropriety of his ^onduct» 
unsparingly communicated by the voice 
of public report, I wept over the suffer«« 
ings I wanted po^irer to alleviate, and 
shared in the sorrows of my deeply 
wounded moth^r. Lady Carloraine, 
painfuUy as ehe was aware that she was 
not only neglected, but literally despised, 
by the very being who, as long as he 
could drain her purse, seemed to exist 
but in her smiles, still confined her an- 
güish to her own gentle bosom. The 
derelictioH of her husband sunk deeply 
into her heart ; but considering it as a 
prohibited subject between us, she la- 
mented it in silence, nor ever uttered a 
complaint that might injure him in the 
estimation of his child. His conducf, 
reprehensible as it was now beconie, she 
attempted not to palliate ; but, abstain- 
ing from all comment upon his behaviour^ 
she pined in secret over the deception 
she had so cruelly endured. 
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My brothers were then nearlj grown 
up into manhood, and being accustomed 
to receive daily marks of their tenderest 
aflfection, it was no wonder that I con- 
templated them as the first and best of 
human beings. Lord Clencorrie, who 
being much older was less of a play-fel» 
low to me than Fortescue, frequently 
fondled me fbr hours upon bis knee, 
whilst he conversed with my mother 
upon his fiiture views in life. — He was 
nearly one and twenty — many years my 
senior — ^and, accustomed to hear nothing 
but kindness fcom his lips, I looked up 
to him for the affection which my iather 
seemed to deny me* It had been setüed, 
during the last year of his minority, 
that as soon as he was of age he should 
leave England to make the usual tour 
of the Continait, accompanied by For- 
tescue, and under the conduct of Dr. 
Grey j and to this parting Lady Carlo- 
raine looked fbrward with mudb uneasi- 
ness. It was the fiibt time that sfae had 
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becn entirely separated from her sons ; 
and though her judgment acceded to the 
propriety of the. measure, the mother's 
heart throbbed with terror, at the bare 
idea of distant danger. Lord Clencorrie 
strove to dissipate these maternal appre- 
hensions ; and, to alleviate, in some de^ 
gree, her regret at their Separation, he 
proposed that she should accompany 
them to Ireland, which she had never 
visited since her marriage with Loi*d 
Carloraine, and pa$s a few weeks with 
them at Clencorrie, whcn he went över 
to ^ke possession of his estates, and 
inake himself .persönally known to his 
feriantry beföre his departurefor the kon- 
tinent. Lady Carloraine, much as * she 
desired to graiify herseif with this indul- 
gence, so natural to a mother's feelings, 
scarcely dared venture to decide upoa 
accompanying them ; fbr, added to the 
prospect of söon losing their society, 
she had lately experienced the mortifica- 
tion of an open rupture betweea her 
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husband and her sons. Lord Carloraine, 
in consequence of his boundless extra* 
vagance at the^ hazard table, had fre« 
quently lost sums of incredible amount ; 
and having misapplied some very consi* 
derable ones which had been raised from 
the rents, and intended by Lord Clen- 
corrie fov the particular expenditure of 
improvements on the Irish estate, he had 
been under the necessity of partly ac<* 
knowledging the real cause of the defi« 
cieney in his guardmn^di^ •Mcounts} 
though he artfiilly concealed the dark- 
est fthades of the transaction, and gloased 
over the rest in a way that redounded 
but little to his hönour. Lord Clencorrie, 
liowever, was not to be so easily imposed 
upon : with a judgment beyond his years, 
and matured by the polish of superior 
education, he readily saw through the 
flimsy subterfuges of the Earl j and, dis- 
gusted at the discovery of principles 
which, much as he disliked him, he had 
not hitlierto imputed to him, irritated too 
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by his vain attexnpts to blind hitn hy his 
pkusibility» he expressed his dtsapproba- 
tion of his conduct in the most spirited 
terms» and warmly avowed bis determi- 
nation never to sanction excesses which 
might ultimately expose his oiother to in-> 
convenience or disgrace. 

Much high language passed between 
them on thia occasion» and the ili opi- 
nion which Lord Clencorrie had previ- 
CHisIy entertained of bis iather-in-law 
was iconsiderably increased bythia un« 
pleasant altercation. He now regarded 
him i;?ith a suspicion which he had never 
feit betöre, and examined the accounts 
of his disbursements, during his guar- 
dianship, with a minuteness and preci« 
sion tbat only served to add to their mu* 
tual aversion. 

The landed property of Lady Carlo- 
raine, both in England and in Ireland, 
had been originally {daced in settlement 
on the heiril of herformer marriage ; the 
Earl had consequently no claim upon the 
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estates^ althoogh her personal property» 
which had been very considerable, had 
long since been dissipated by bis extra- 
vagance. The rents of the Devonshire 
estate, settied in jointure upon Lady 
Carloraine, and upon her aecond mar- 
riage retained fear her private expendi« 
ture» he generally contrived to obtain 
upon some pretence or other^ and amidst 
the multipUcity of clatms to which hia 
necessitieft gave birth» she had firequently 
nothing leftfor her personal expenaea. 
Lord Clencorrie feefing the painfiil deli* 
cacy of her Situation, upon the day on 
which he became of age, presented her 
with a deed of gift im ten thousand 
pounds, with power to dispoee of it in 
any way she might think proper here» 
after^ but under the conditional proviso, 
that no part of . it ever passed into the 
hands of Lord Carioraine* 

On the day following he departed for 
Clencorrie, acconipanied by his solicitor, 
and his worthy preceptor Dr. Grey, 
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leaving Fortescüfe. to: attenA-Tiis mother 
to Ireland, where Lady Carlorairie liad 
finally agreed to join him in the erisüing' 
month» 

We had .celebrated Lord Glencorrie^s 
birth-day with great festivity in Devon-, 
shire — the Earl, notwithstanding Lady f 
Carldraine's earnefiA reqüest (for, anxious 
to restore umanimity, She ;had, ^öontrary 
to her son^s desire,' f)er6isted in inviting^ 
him to the fiite), «lullenly remaining in.; 
town, under the influence of sensations 
that left ihim but little indiinatioh to re- 
joice ät a'circunistance which depriyed- 
hini öf the disposition o£ a pHncely in^ 
come, and afiorded him nö fiiture op"- 
pörtünity öf gratifyiirg'in; eeitra^gai^ce 
at Lörd Clencome^is tej^sÄ, «< ;*> «/ ?. 

My mother, accompänied by Fortescue 
and myselfj shortly afteirwärds returned 
to town, and, onannounctng her inten«' 
tion of passing a fcw weeks in^ Irelahd 
with her sons, the Earl cooUy but de- 
qidedly prohibited the execution of her 
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pkn. Astonished — thunderstruck, at a 
CQoduct iti which no motive but a desire 
to thwart her could be traced» and fbr 
which he chose to as^ign no cause but 
his sovereign pleasure, my mother was 
at first proo^ted to give up her design ; 
but warnily urged by Fortescue, who in- 
dignantly reminded her that her promise 
had been given to Clencorrie, at whose 
earnest desire the visit had been agreed 
on, Lady Carloraine, at length roused 
intothe exertionof her slumbering spirit, 
signified her determination to fulfil her 
ptomise tö her son, and on the succeed« 
ing day commenced her journey to Ire- 
land. 


*".• 


CHAPTER IL 


** O sad Ig ray fkte, Aid tbe 1ieart-brok«n itranger. 
Um will Aeer ««d wolf to a covert 4san lee, 
Btft I bafe ao refag« from ioialt and daa^er, 
A home and a coontry remain not for mt ! 
Bdt yet all iti fond recolleetions inppfeBsing, 
Ose iying wM mj fand bflvom «hall drav, 
Erin I an exile beqaeaths tbee a blessing — 
Land of my forefathers ! Erin go Bragh ! 

x OÜNQ as I was at th« period of cur 
Connaught visit, titt early impressions 
of shnple grandeur made upon mj mmd 
by the "wild and magnificent scenerj of 
the western coast of Ireland are yet lively 
in my Imagination. 

Delightful scenes I where oft, a sportive child^ 
I roved in thoughtless ease your shadcs among, 
Made the shores yibrate with my caroU wild, 
And woke responsive ecbo wlth my tong! 

After an interesting stay at Clencorrie, 
prolonged somewhat beyond her original 
intention by the solicitation of her sons. 
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Laäy Cniloraiiie bade a reluctaot tdieu 
to this fiivoured scene of emrly happi» 
aesS) and with her children departed for 
England, breathing many a painful sigh 
to tbe nemory of h(Hm fled fbr ever, 
'ne darling of my iodulgent parent» 
«nd Ibß humoured pet of both my bro- 
tberi, by wiiOBi my diprioes were all to- 
krated, and my cfaildisli fo^ies only en- 
xxMrwgcdLy I feit the strongest emotions 
of iaüoit sorrow at lea^iog Ireiand^ and^ 
«scceedjagiy indigoant at being carried, 
naugre all my iitruggling^ on boand tke 
vessel destined to ix^nvey vs to England, 
I wapt most vodfeitmshp' as ira receded 
ttqm the Imh shore. 

My brothers \i^ie to remaäi a iveek 
in LiMidoiH whik Dr.Gwy leturtied into 
Devottsbit e to isiettle some business rela- 
tive to the dboharge of his eodemsticd 
duties 4 but, ifixed in their determination 
never again to inhabit a roof of whidi 
Lord OEtrioraine was the proprietor^ they 
took up their «Ibode at au botd for the 
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short time they were to stay in London, 
nevertheless continuing their daily visits 
to their mother in Grosvenor Square. 
Lord Carloraine received us upon our re- 
turn with his usual cold civility ; he wa» 
more thän commonly en^aged abroad, 
and as he abstained from all remarks 
upon our excursion to Clencorrie, Lady 
Carloraine herseif wisely forebore to re- 
vive the subject. It was now tbe-middle 
of May, and though the usual time of 
our leaving London for the summer was 
fast approaching, my mother prolonged 
her stay in the mqtropolis, for the pur- 
pose of meeting there an old and valued 
friend, ti^ho, having been absent for some 
years upon a foreign statioa with her 
husbadd, an officer of high rank in the 
army, was recently retumed to her na- 
tive country ; and this lady she hoped 
to prevail upon to accompany us into 
Devonshire. My brothers, during this 
interval, were busily engaged in prepara- 
tions for their departure, though aU 
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their leisure hours were given to their 
mother ; but Dr. Grey having settled 
his d&irs in the country again returned 
to town, and every arrangement being 
completed, they at length took an afiec«* 
tionate leave of Lady Carloraine, and 
set out for Paris, from whence they were 
to proceed at their convenience to Roma. 
They had no sooner quitted England, 
than the smothered storm burst on our 
heads : tfieir proximity had hitherto 
stified the resentment of Lord Carlo* 
raine; but, sheltered no longer uiider 
the protection of her sons, his passiau 
broke förth, and now raged irith double 
fury agaittst their unoffending mother. 
He accused Lady Carloraine of com« 
binii^ with thetn to vilify his hoiiour, of 
incituig her sons to open rebellion agäinst 
his authority during bis guardianship, 
aad, finaliy, of joining thena in a com 
spiracy to degrade him in the estimatioQ 
of the worid, by promulgating suspicions 
of his honour and veracity • My mother 

VOL. I. C 
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most strenuously denied this bitter 
Charge ; sbe asserted her total innocence 
of the whole fabrication, and pleaded 
her known anxiety to conciliate their 
warring passions. In vain she urged her 
unavailing effi)rts of mediation: the 
never to be forgiven Irish expedition 
rose in judgment against her ; and^ after 
a series of insult, to which she could no 
longer submit with her usual patience, 
sh% indignantly exerted the independ- 
ence of her mind, and quitted London 
with a firm determination never to retum 
to it, tili the conduet of Lord Carloraine 
should be materially.changed. 

For some months she steadily per- 
severed in her resolution, until the Earl, 
deeply involved by his increased habits 
of dissipation, began to feel the want of 
Lord Clencorrie's ample rent-roll, and 
aware that the product of his wife's join- 
ture estate would probably be now with« 
held from him, he thought it prudent to 
.conciliate her by an appearance of con-* 
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trition. Lady Carloraine was not de- 
ceived by the concessions of the crafty 
Earl; but, still wilHng to believe that 
he feit what he professed, she lent a 
favourable ear to his overtures of recon- 
ciliation;^ and, after a Separation of 
twelve months, once more revisited 
London. But this amnesty lasted not 
long : Lady Carloraine's resources were 
as usual soon exhausted, and her purse 
not unfrequently drained of its solitary 
guinea ; and as I began now to grow up 
to an age that required more Instruction 
than her broken spirits could afibrd me, 
this consideration occupied her reflec- 
tion, and she feit the necessity of acting 
with more decision. Reared under the 
eye of this inestiraable parent, at fifteen 
I was tolerably mistress of the usual ac- 
complishments of my Station ; for in 
Devonshire, where we always passed the 
Summer, our leisure was but little inter- 
rupted by Company ; and in London the 
wintcr was invariably devoted to the ac- 

c 2 
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qui3ition of such knowledge, as our dis- 
tance from town precluded at otber sea- 
sons. — To the increased expenses of my 
education, Lord Carlöraine did not ap« 
pear to have given a single thought : if 
my mofher in their accidental Interviews 
cver led to this topic, he politely profess- 
ed to leave the sole direction of it to her, 
and instantly dismissed the sabject with« 
out allowing her to proceed. He affected 
neitber leisure ör ability to form a judg- 
ment on such affairs ; and the approba- 
tion of a father never once stimulated 
the exertion of my talents. ^ 

About this time the Earl had obtained 
alucrative post under government, whicii 
occasionally did occupy some portion of 
bis time ; but the profits of which, added 
to his former annual income, being 
scarcely adequate to his personal expendi- 
ture, he feit little inclination to curtaii 
it for that of his daughten 

About this period too Lady Carlo« 
raine's health began visibly to decline. 
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Her Constitution, naturally delicate, had 
been severely shaken by the harassed 
State of her mind, and she was slowly 
recovering froin a severe Indisposition, 
•when, after an absence of five years, Lord 
Clencorrie, and Fortescue, having met 
your family at Horence, accompanied 
them back to England. 

I need not here recapitulate the cir- 
cumstances attending Fortescue^a subse- 
quent appointment to his present post 
in India, or your xnarriage» and conse- 
quent departure mth him for Madras, 
6ut pass on to that of Lord Clencorrie, 
who, several years afler his return from 
the continent, married the eldestdaughter 
of the late Earl of Northallerton, a no- 
bleman at that period of high ministerlal 
influence« The splendid connexion he 
had thus formed, added to the numerous 
alliances of liis mother's ancient family, 
the brilliancy of his political talents, 
and the weightof solid knowledge which 
he indubitably possessed, soon gave him 
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a coiisequence in society but rarely at- 
tained at such an" early period of life; 
and before he had reached his thirtieth 
year, Lord Clencorrie found himself. 
looked up to as a leading member of the 
administration. Lady Clencorrie, now 
Countess of Rathfarnham, you have since 
become acquainted with, and from her 
present appearance you may form some 
idea of her charms in early youth. She 
lias since been the mother of a large and 
lovely family ; but at the period of her 
marriage she was the most beautiful 
creature I had ever beheld, 

Lord Clencorrie, with his usual affec- 
tionate consideration, made a point of 
my participating in their nuptial festivi* 
ties, and having, at my mother's request, 
addressed a civil letter to Lord Carlo- 
raine, in common with the rest of his con- 
nexions, to announce his intended mar- 
riage, the Earl did not withhold the per- 
mission, which Lord Clencorrie had 
flattered his consequence by soliciting, 
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and t consequently accompanied the 
bridal party to Ireland in a style of spien« 
dour suited to the occasion, 

The gaieties of this visit surpassed my 
wildest expectations. Totally secluded 
in Devonshire, and but rarely indulged 
in the amusements of a London winter, 
it seemed as if I had literally become the 
inhabitant of another world. From the 
peer to the simple cotter all was anima* 
tion and delight } and the Castle at Clen- 
corrie was the brilliant scene of our en- 
joyments. Lord Clencorrie was highly 
national ; the alliances of his family by 
intermarriages were nuinerous; and a 
marking spirit of hospitality opened his 
doors to the beighbouring gentry. Balls, 
breakfasts, and dinner parties, succeed« 
ed without cessation ; and while the in- 
terior of his ample mansion rang with the 
festive strains of the native harper, the 
peasantry roared aroundus in the drunten 
transports of Irish jollity, 

After the bustle incidental to this 
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event had subsided, late in the sümineF 
we returned to England, and the new- 
married pair passed the autumn with us 
in Devonshire. A brilliant winter in the 
British metropolis sticceeded, where 
Lady Clencorrie shone forth a con»picu- 
0U8 leader of haut-ton 5 but at this period 
niy mother wisely jüdged me toö young 
to partieipate in its amusements, and my 
tiHae was ad before devoted to instruc- 
tioU. Düring the whole of this winter 
we saw but little of Lord Carlotaine. 
He was scarcely eVer at home ; and» if 
tfaere» never accessible tO' my niotfaer or 
myself, except we sometimes met by 
aocident on the stairoale, when his habi- 
tual indifference invai'iably rimrked his 
tnanners. 

Although Lady Carloraine, when in 
London, still resided under his roof, she 
had entirely given up the regulation öf 
his household. A separate suite of apart- 
ments had been appropriated to her üse; 
and as she had long ceased to preside 
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over the EarPs table, she saw her private 
circle of acquaintance without any inter- 
ference in his domestic concerns ; biit 
at these sober parties his Lordship never 
appeared. The payment of her own 
regulär set of servants, with the increas- 
ing expenses of my dress and education, 
were solely defrayed from her private 
purse, and these additional disbursements 
naturally left her without the means of at 
fording Lord Carloraine the occasional 
feupplies which he still expected: Her ab- 
solute inability-to satisfy his demands soon 
produced a renewal of their former differ- 
enc?es ; and my mother, wearied by these 
disputes, and worn down by illhess and 
mental suflferings, at length determined 
toput an end to such ftuitless altercation, 
and und er the ad vice of Lord Clencorrie 
she wrote a long explanatory letter to the 
Earl, in which she unequivocally declared 
her comparative poverty, and avowed 
her resolution of lessening her expenses 
in cvery possible shape, upon my accöunt, 

c 5 
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by retiring wholly into Devonshire^ ex- 
cept for three months in the year, which 
it was absolutiely requisite I should pass 
in town, and her consequent Intention 
of retaining in her own hands, for the 
future, the sole product of her jointure 
reuts. To this arrangement, however 
secretly he disapproved it, the Earl could 
not object ; for it was also stated to hioi 
in a personal interview by Lord Clen- 
corrie, and had previously received the 
approbation of such of her family as she 
had chosen to consult. 

The business therefor^ veas soon set- 
tled; and Lady Carloraine, delighted 
with her emancipation, quitted London 
without regret. 111 bealth had long made 
the calmer scenea of the country more 
congenial to her harassed mind, and the 
valued society of the few friends who 
occasionally enliyened our solitude served 
td render it more interesting. 

Lady Clencorrie, who had recently 
become the mother of a beautiful boy> 


%^ 
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passed roost of the first summer with us ; 
but as her Lord, from being much ia 
public life, had been newiy appofnted to 
a diplotnatlc Situation abroad, she lefl 
US in the autumn to accorapany him to 
Yienna, where they resided for severd 
yesiru» Lord Carloraine did not once 
honour our distant abode with a visit ; 
and the )only connexion which he now 
maintained with us arose from the corre- 
spondence Lady Carloraine made a point 
of my still keeping up with him* How- 
ever reprehensible his conduct might 
have been to &€r, she was still anxioui 
that he should feel like a parent towards 
me; and under the influenae of this de- 
sire she carefully exacted the perform* 
ance of every döty, the principles of 
which she had perseveringly inculcated 
in my mind« In pursuance of this wish, 
I regularly transmitted to his Lordship 
the particulars of my attainments, ac- 
companied by occastonal solicitations fbr 
liis direction of my studies. Sometimes 
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he did condescend to notice my letters» 
ßometiraes he did not, but hi» short and 
hurried answers were alljcompoöed in the 
same strain. " He was always busy, 
most excessively busy, but vastljr häppy 
to congratulate me on the progress of 
xny inaprovement j exceedibgly anacious 
for my welfare, but perfectiy satisfied 
with Lady Carloraine's sup&rinteddatice 
of it, and then with a polit^ hbpe £>r her 
Ladyship's better health^ and a civil re« 
queBt to know if he could have the plea^ 
eure of doing any thing for me in town^ 
his Lordship profeased himaelf my most 
anxious, möst gratified, aUd most iafiec«* 
tionate» &c« &c, &c.'*. Once, in the 
pride of my heart at this condescension, 
and emboldened some^hat by the afifeci^ 
tionate " anxiety*' he expressed, I did 
venture to put his sincerity to the proof ; 
for having accidentally broken a favourite 
globe, which I could not replace with 
one of equal value in the country, I 
respectfuHy soiicited the Earl to pro^ 
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eure me one : but as in the multiplicity 
of his engagements he could not find 
time even to notice my request, it effec* 
tually precluded me from again taxing 
his politeness ; and convinced by this in« 
cident, triffing as it seemed^'of the little 
reüance to be placed upon his courtly 
profeisions, I deemed it fruitless to re- 
peat my i^plications, though I still re- 
gularly continued my monthly gazette cf 
Information« 


CHAPTER HL 


AT this period I was nearly el^teeir, 
and having been for yearö almost the 
only com|>aniorr öf my sorrowing motfaer, 
I had acquired a soUdity of mind^ tinc- 
iured by habits c^ roflection» somewhat 
unusual at such an ;early age. Lady 
Carloraine, from her frequent Indisposi- 
tion, looking forward with pain to the 
probable event of our Separation, began 
to feel anxioiisly solicitous to see me 
more eligibly established than under the 
protection of my father ; and under the 
Impression of fears whicb assailed her in 
various shapes, she determined not to 
delay my presentation at court tili an- 
other year, as she had previously deter- 
mined. In consequence of this altera- 
tion in Jier plan, she announced her in- 
tentions in a letter to Lord Carloraine» 
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and directions were given to prepare for 
our reception in town, a month or two 
earlier in the winter than the usual time 
of our removal from Devonshire. Lady 
Carloraine's ill health did not permit her 
to attend St. Jaoies's ; but the Duchess 
of Albemarle, a near relation of Lord 
Carloraine's, and a woman of the first 
consequence in fashionable society^ rea- 
dily undertook the arduous ofiSce of 
presenting me to the royal notice, and 
of being my ckaperon through the 
gaieties of the season. Freparations were 
accordingly inade, under her Grace's 
superintendance, fbr my tntrhe^ with a 
splendour befitting the rank, rather than 
the expectations, of a daughter of the 
united. houses of Rath&rnham and Car^ 
loraine ; and xny motber, vrith a sort of 
pardonable vanity, spared no expense 
for the decorations of dress and Orna- 
ment. But these adirantages I derived 
ooly from her individual partiality. From 
my father, though previously aj^zed of 
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its necessity, I rieceived no assüstance 
upon this ioiportant pccasion of female 
embellishinent. Lord Carloraine had too 
many powerful necessides of bis own' to 
tfaink of parting mih any of his money 
for the more trivial wants of his daugh* 
ter ; and satisfied that if he did not do 
it for me my tnother would, he did not 
give himself the trouble of inquiring 
how the expense» of my presentation 
Vfere to be deirayed. Had his assistance, 
though fortunately rendered unnecessary 
by my mother's munificence, been 
merely oflfered to my acceptance, it 
would have gratified my affection: I 
should have feit that he possessed some 
of the natural feelings of a parent^ and I 
should have experienced the happiness 
of believing that he was^ in one instance 
at least, entitled to my gratitude. But 
even this solitary comfort was denied 
me i a residence, a bare residence in the 
hcmse he called his hörne, was dl the tie 
whicfa now united us, was all for which 
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Lady Carloraine, in retura for her squan- 
dered tbousands, was indebted to her 
selfish Lörd. Of the ällowance originally 
settled on her at the period of her mar- 
riage with him, she had for years re- 
ceived nothing ; it had even at first been 
iri^egularly paid, and havitig at.length 
ceased by his Loi^ship'a direction, she 
had disdained to remind him of her in- 
creäsed occasion for money. The sav- 
ings of her jointure, originally destined 
för my future provision, were ütiavoid- 
äbly swallowed up by her establishment 
in Devonshire ; and awai^e of the impro- 
bability of my inhejriting a fortune from 
my fathei:^ equal to the rank I wfts born 
to» my tnothei* aiis^iously retrenched 
every possible part öf her eicpenditure, 
to leave Lord Clencorrie's generous gif): 
undiminished for my use ; the interest of 
ivhich^ from the day of my presentation, 
she entirely appropriated to my separate 
purae. It had been agreed upon with 
the Duchess of Albemarle> that I shquld 
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be presented at tbe drawing-room held 
pn her Majesty's birth-day, and the ne- 
cessary arrangements were made far the 
occasion. Previous to our. leaving De-^ 
vonshire, Lady Carioraine had promised 
to pass the holidays with Mrs. Aylmer, 
tbe old and valued friend whom I have 
before mentioned, and a few days before 
Christmas we went upon our promised 
Visit to Richmond, where General Ayl- 
mer had been some years establisbed in a 
beautifUl villa, dtuated upon the banks 
of the Thames. 

A large and fashionable party were 
assembled there ; fbr the General, a man 
of high connexions, though in the de*- 
cline of life,^ was of a Hvely disposition, 
and occasionally fond of seeing young 
Society about him. _ He was the life and 
soul of our party ; and when elevated, 
as was sometimes the case, by the indul- 
gencies of the dinner table, his jocund 
bumour knew no bounds. For the first 
few days of our visit, we saw but little 
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of our host j for the regiment which he 
commanded had recently returned from 
foreign service, and his morniogs were 
much occupied in military business at 
the War-office, from which he usually 
returned to a late dinner in the evening. 
It was during this eventful visit that I 
first became acquainted with Lord M on- 
tague» then the Hon. Richard Neville 
Montague, and a Major in the regiment 
of Royal Horse Guards Blue. The Ge* 
neral had one day staid in town later 
than usual, and Mrs. Aylmer, having a 
dinner party of some consequence, some- 
what pettishly refused to accept his apo« 
logies for keeping them waiting. — He 
promised to bring a better excuse the 
next day-^" For do you know," said 
he, ^^ I have been xunning about all the 
morning with Montague. He is in town 
upon some business about his regiment, 
and if he can gef it settled he will be 
down with us to-morrow. — But do you 
hear, Lady Frances/* added he, address- 
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ing himself jocosely to me, " I advise 
you to arm yourself with a seven-fold 
shield, for-if * all hearts were open, and 
all desires known/ my friend Montague 
has been the ^ secret wish of every virgin 
heart/ so long, that, like Alexander the 
Great, he may sit down and sigh that he 
has nothing left to conquer/* 

" Indeed ! you quite alarm me, Ge- 
neral»'^ 8aid I» laughing } *^ but tili I see 
tbis paragon of perfectiony I cannöi en- 
tirely pin my faith on your assertion. I 
flatter myself that my h^art will not be 
so easily subdued/* 

- " Ave, aye, fine talking ! but we shall 
Me,** replied the General, leading my 
'mother into the dining parfour, where, 
in the bustle of a large party. Major 
Montague and hiis conquests were entirely 
forgotten. 

On the following day our visitor ar- 
rived. He accompanied the General 
back from London to dinnerj and, in 
the course of the evening, I learnt that 
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he was to stay a week. Montague was 

at this period about three and twenty, 

very tall, and elegantly formed> with a 

striking military air and fine dark eyes^ 

that, when hi^ countenance was bright- 

ened by exerclse, or animated by emo* 

tion, spoke vplumes, and a complexion, 

brown only from the Service which he 

had been engaged in. Upon bis &st 

entering into a military life, under the 

auspices of General Aylmer, he had 

served for several years in the Generalis 

own regiment, under bis immediate care; 

and during tbat period he had borne the 

Standard of bis country into the four 

quarters of the world, and had since 

progressively advanced to bis present 

military rank. Such was Montague when 

I first beheld him ! When he was pre- 

sented to us by bis partial friend, I cer- 

tainly admitted the Generalis represen- 

tation to be just; for I undoubtedly 

considered him as the finest young man 

I had ever seen ; and whether he really 
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was, as the General had gaily described 
him, " thc secret wish of every virgin 
htart^^ I leave for others to determine j 
but I will candidly acknowledge that, 
from the first week of our acquaintance, 
he became the cherished hope of mine ! 

The military avocations, which had at 
first occupied the General, subsided by 
degrees, and he was more frequently at 
home. Montague also gave us all his 
leisure time, and being easily prevailed 
on to prolong his visit beyond the week, 
our family party insensibly grew more 
interesting. Our evenings were devoted 
to music, or dancing, and on these oc- 
casions he was generally my partner. If 
we rode out, Montague was my escort ; 
if we walked, he was invariably at my 
side ; and, long before the short period 
of our Visit had expired, his eyes, his 
expressive eyes, had infbrmed me that 
our partiality was mutuaL When the 
weather permitted, some out-door scheme 
of amusement usually fiUed up our 
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mornings, and cards in the evening 
princlpaUy occupying our sage elders, 
except at dinner we were rarely all to* 
gether» and in the bustle incidental to a 
large family party, Montague'a devotion 
to me passed unobserved by my mother, 
or Mrs. Aylmer^ and even escaped the 
notice of the jest-Ioving General. 

A happy fortnight had imperceptibly 
flown away, and the period at length 
arrived for ^our visit to conclude. Two 
days before the important ceremony of 
my presentation was to take place, we 
took leave of our hospitable friends and 
returaed to Grosvenor Square. Mon« 
tague^ who had already staid a week 
longer than he ought to have done, was 
also to depart for his^ regiment on the 
foUowing day. I left Richmond with a 
heavy heart. — No explanation, not a 
Single expression of preference on either 
side, had as yet passed between us ; but, 
coniidently relying on the aecredited 
honour of his noble heart, I feit so as* 
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sured of bis regard, tJjat I looked for- 
ward witfaout doubt, though certainly^ 
not without anxiety, to the period \irhen 
he should think proper to declare it un<* 
equivocally. ,The probability of any 
failure in my hopes never entered tny 
Imagination^ and luUed intö perfect se« 
curity I 3äelded my whole mind to the 
iilusion which stole so sweetly over my 
senses. 

The next day all was bastle and cön« 
fusion i it seemed as if this grand event 
was to decide the colour of my .fate. 
My mother was füll of anxiety, up stairs 
and down, in the drawing-room, in the 
dining^arlour ; hourly she exercised me 
in the proper ceremonies of the day, so 
desirous was she that I should aequit 
myself with elegance and propriety ; and 
while I saw every one aroiind npie occu« 
pied on my aecount, / önly remained 
uninterested in the event. 

Montague had usurped the isole pos« 
Session of my thinking faculties; and 
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certain that he^ in whose eyes I most 
wished to shine, would not be there to 
witness my triumph, I feit inattentive to 
all that passed, and even ungratefully 
indifierent to my personal appearance; 
nay, so utterly careless as to its effect, 
that had not my mother's heart been' 
whoUy bent on my making thisbrilliant 
entree, I should scarcely have regretted 
any circumstance which might have hap- 
pened to prevent it. 

At length the important morning 
came. The Duchess dressed early, and 
came to Grosvenor Square to superin- 
tend my tollet. Two tedious hours 
passed in the business of decoration/ and 
practising the instructions I had pre- 
viously received. At last I was dressed 
f — ^armed for iconquest, as her Grace gaily 
protested, and blazing in all the jewellery 
of my mother's ransacked Stores, I ac- 
companied the Duchess in her new 
equipage to St. James's. Never shall I 
forget the emotions, the exultations^ of 
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niy proud and partial motber, as^ häbited 
in my court dress, she surveyed me with 
eyes of transport from head to foot. — It 
could only be equalled by the sensations 
which overpowered her, as the Duchess 
aflerwards recounted the gracious recep» 
tion* I had been bonpured with. 

The drawing-room was on that day 
UQComnionly füll ; a crowded and bril* 
liant assemblage had met to congi:atulate 
the Sovereign upon bis recovery from a 
painful indisposition, and the pressure 
was inconceivable. A considerable time 
elapsed before we could approach the 
throne, and, oj^ressed with the unusuai 
weight of my magnificent drapery, the 
excessive heat of the room» and tlie over- 
powering Observation of the crowd about 
me, I &lt nearly faintii^ with fatigue ; 
and the awful ceremony of my presenita^ 
tion to her Majesty being concluded» 
the Duchess only waited to introduc« 
me to some of her particular friends» 
who were still within the circlei, befinde 
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she requested a nobleman of her ac- 
quaintance to get her carriage up, for 
the heat was becoming too intense to 
permit us to stay an instant longer than 
was unavoidable. 

As I fbllowed her slowly down the 
room, led by a young man of higti 
fashion, to whose care her Grace had 
consigned me, my eye« carelessly wan- 
dered over the brilUant circie that sar- 
rounded us, and placed at a distance 
amidst the glittering tbrong, and ear- 
nestly regarding me^ jmy glance casually 
rested on the count^ance of Montaguei 
The blood rushed instantaneously to my 
face, the deep tint upon my cheek be- 
came evidently deeper, and my heart 
beat with surprise and pleasure, as I 
perceived him attempting to make his 
way to US through the crowd. Surely it 
was not too flatterxng to believe, that 
the interest which h^had befc^e appcared 
to feel for me had now brought him 
hither; for his depafture from Rieh« 
1 . D 2 
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inond had been pösitively fixed for the 
preceding nA>miDg, and I knew that he 
had before exceeded the tlme which the 
General approved of for his absence 
from his regiment. Be this as it might, 
this silent; but conclusive proof of his 
attention, gratified xny feelings infinitely 
more than all the loud-whispered admira- 
tion which had on that day greeted my 
ears. Montague joined us in the anti- 
room, and, pressing my band with a 
look and manner sufficiently expressive 
of his paftial approbation, he inquired 
respectfuUy after Lady Carloraine, and 
was proceeding to give some reasbn for 
his lingering in town, at a time when 
he ought to be elsewhere, when the 
Duchess's carriage being loudly an- 
nounced, and re-echoed through the 
long line of servants in waiting, Lord 
Robert Spencer, my conductor, hastily 
drew me after her Grace, who was 
already descending, and hurried me 
from Montague, without givin^ me time 
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even to bid him farewell. I soothed my 
vexation, however, with the hope that 
something might occur tö detain him 
lotiger in London ; and consoling myself 
with the prospect of soon seeing him 
again, fatigued and dispirited I returned 
to Grosvenor Square» 


n 


CHAPTER IV. 


, ** Hope toM a nmttnnf tele, 

Thal joy woald loon retuni, 
Bot noagbt can sighs avail, 
For J^ve is doom'd to monro t '* 

Hope de/erred makcth the heart 
sicky Of the painful verification of this 
well-known, adage, I soon became an 
involuntary instance; for, during the 
two months which succeeded this day 
of conscious triumph, I looked for Mon- 
tague in vain! in vain my wandering 
eyes hourly sought him amidst the 
changing circle of public places, for I 
saw him no more ; ^nd the e:8:planation 
so änxiously anticipated, so eagerly de- 
sired, came not at a]], and roy visionary 
hopes faded into air ! Slowly and reluc- 
tantly my confidence in him ' was with- 
drawn, and I secretly experienced the 
bittei'est feelings of disappointment. 
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ünder the mortifying influcnce of these 
sensations, I deeply lamented thc fblly 
which had induced me tlius to throw 
away my heart upon a being who evi- 
dently slighted it, and I wept in proud 
anguish over the demolition of my fairy 
prospects. Montague, however, rose 
superior to all my efibrts to forget Iiim, 
and still kepC possession of the deepest 
recesses of my aching heart. t could 
not bear eren to condemn him fbr the 
humiliating feelings I endured; and if 
his remembrance^ associated with the 
idea of deception, crossed my Imagina- 
tion, I indignantly drove the hateful 
Vision from my mind. 

Hurried from place to place, and in* 

cessantly dragged from one scene of 

• gaiety to another, in the perpetual round 

qf dissipation in which the splendid con- 

* • 

niixions of the* Duchess of Albemarle 
engaged me, my name became conspi- 
cuous in the annals of fashionable so« 
ciety. My simple manners were admired, 
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my dress copied as a model of imitation 
in the public prints of the day, and I 
unconsciously became an object of tonish 
notoriety. The admiration I had thus 
excited, or rather the fashion I was in, 
for it was to the exertions of her Grace 
of Albemarle that^I was indebted for my 
celebrity, fiUed the heart of my mother 
with exultation and delight ! 

Amidst the splendid follies of the 
World, she feared not the contamination 
of my principles, or my heart. Secure 
in the purity of the morals she had in- 
culcated, Lady Carloraine dreaded not 
the annihilation of my reflective habits, 
and glorying in the approbation I had so 
generally excitöd, she proudly prognos- 
ticated the triumph which eventually 
crowned my path. My mind was, not* 
withstanding, torn with torturing recolr 
lections ; the image of Montague inces- 
santly haunted my thoughts ; and these 
painful sensations had visible iniluence 
on my person. — I became pale, thin, 
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and dispirited^ but this was attributed to 
late hours and cbänge in my habits of 
life : the former was easily remedied by 
the applications of art^ but the latter 
remained irremediable. My malady was 
beyond the reach of medicine ; I Ute- 
rally ^^ pined in thought;*^ and, as no- 
thing could relieve me. from the un- 
guessed sufferings of my aching heart, 
my nights were still sleepless, and my 
days passed in tears. 

«. 

** Oh r how tbis sprinf of love resemblel^ 
The uncertaio glories bf an April day, 
Which now shows all the beaaty of the sun 
And by aod by a dood takes all away ! " 

Lord Carloraine, possibly flattered by 
the estimation in which I was held, for 
I had also been described as slightly re- 
sembling him in person^ found bis vänity 
infinitely gratified even by this trivial 
circumstance, and honoured me incon- 
sequence with a larger portion of nötice. 
He now occasionally condescended to 
mix in parties to^ which Iwas iavited 
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and once ör twice during thp winter, led 
fiae out from the Opera with a sort of 
rometbing like parental pride; and 
though he contributed nothing to ihe 
personal splendour of my appearance, 
he was by no means ünwilling to appro* 
priate the credit of it to hinniself ; and, 
lipon sbme few occasions, he also gave 
entertainments at which he directed me 
to preside. My mother, secretly rejoiced 
at the change in the Earf's oehaviour^ 
hourly urged the wecessity of improving 
his growing regard. She^ however, still 
passed her own time asbefore, much 
alone : a very limited nuniber of visitors 
vrere admitted to her circle, and of these, 
Mrs, Aylmer and the General invariably 
claimed the preference. Mrs. Aylmer 
had been the bosom friend of her earliest 
years, and she still considered her with 
the aflfection of a favourite sisten Tlie 
General was also much attached to her, 
and partially fond of me from my in&ncy. 
He remarked my faded countenance 
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^ith regret, and cursing the late bours 
ipehich he said bad stolen my roses, he 
pressed my motber tö foUow them for a 
week or two to Richmond. Lady Car* 
loraine readily promised to accept their 
invitation, bat delayed it tili near the 
usual time of our leaving London. She 
vainly flattered herseif that Lord Carlo- 
raine was growing fond of me ; and, at 
her desire, I sedulously endeavoured to 
incite bis future affection, The iiiterest 
I bad acq^uir^d was bowever merely 
transient ; I bad gratified bi» vanity, but 
I bad never interested bis beart ; and 
now tbat the first blaze of roy appearance 
was over, and the public curiosity re- 
specting me bad subsided, tbe.momen* 
tary Impression wbicb it bad made on 
bim evaporated, and he relapsed, if not 
into bis former indifference, at least into 
negligence very nearly approximating 
to it. 

During the winter Sir Edward Mon- 
tresor, a young baronet of an ancient 
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family» whom I had occasionally met in 
the Duphess's circle, had been captivated 
by tny appearance^ and made proposals 
of marriage^in due form. Lord Carlo- 
raine» who it is possible looked forward 
to a more dignified alliance, merely 
named them to me, and allowed me to 
decline them without even asking my 
reason for it. To these succeeded 
others, and the Earl of Winterborne, a 
nobleman many years my senior, but a 
widower^ and a man of fasbion, was 
amongst them a Candida te for my band. 
His connexions were of the first rank, 
bis fortune large, and bis person still 
attractive j but the predominant form of 
Montague still floated in my Imagination, 
and I declined the offered honour with- 
out a moment's besitation. Lord Car- 
loraine, in this instance, seemed amazed 
at my indifference; he could discover 
no possible reason for my objection to 
this alliance, and in spite of my entrea- 
ties he appeared disposed to f^vour Lord 
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Winterbome^s pretensions. My earnest 
assurances that I feit no regard fbr him, 
he treated with ridicule ; he begged that 
I would not indulge him with my speci- 
mens of romance } and it appearing, that 
with his Lordship nothing but conveni- 
ence was to be consulted in a matrimo- 
nial speculation, I augured a painful 
trial should any other proposal of the 
like nature be made to nie. Public re- 
port, however, had already disposed of 
me i and my rejection of Lord Winter- 
bome becoming known, another alliance 
became talked of as actually decided 
upon. Lord Robert Spencer, whom I 
have before named» a young man of high 
rank and captivating manners, the se- 
cond son of a noble Duke, and the heir 
to all the honours of a rieh uncle, was 
generally reported to be the object of 
my choice. I had danced with Lord 
Robert at many balls during the winter; 
we were intimately acquainted^ and 
both being looked up to as the ^^ glasa 

1 
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of iashion*' for our respective sexes, a 
mutual attachment was deemed inevit« 
able *y and by these means our names be- 
came associated in the chit-chat of the 
day, witbout more fbundätion thaü 
the customary civilities of polish^d So- 
ciety. Whenever Lord Robert was 
named to me as my captive, I invariably 
disclaimed the ienvied conquest of his 
wandering heart j but the report of owr 
appröaching marriage was already spread 
abroad, and my denial of it was con«» 
sidered as the noere result of mdden mo- 
desty. Lord Robert himself, possibly 
fiattered by the circumstance of two 
such eligible ofFers being believed to be 
rejected for him, did not perhaps give 
himself the trouble to contradict it very 
^ecidedly ; and continuing his usual at- 
tentions in public, which, as they were 
confined to general civilities, I saw no 
cause to decline, the rumour Btäl gained 
ground, atid cven the exact day of our 
Union was reported to be fixed. Lord 
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Carloraine had frequently questioned 
me on the sulgect, and thoagh I had 
repeatedly assured him that there was 
not the smallest fbundation for the re- 
port, he did not give to my assertion all 
the credit it deserved. 

There appeared to be but one c^inion 
prevalent respecting it, and hSs Lordehip 
cotisidering it as an improvable prospect 
himself, signifi^d his pleasure that it 
shoold be encouraged by me. A match 
witb Lord Robert would have gratified 
his vainest hopes ; for his eider brother 
was known to be in a deep deciine, and 
he was confidently looked up to äs the 
beir of his iamily honours: but, con- 
scious that I had never reeeived any 
attention from him to Warrant the inde- 
licacy of conduct which Lord Carloraine 
suggested, I shrunk with disgust from 
the execution of his mercenary project, 
and strove to lose in dissipation the re- 
flections that still distracted me. Weary 
of the frivolous amusements t was daily 
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engaged in, I began to count the hours 
tili our departure from London. I de- 
tested most of the persons I was obliged 
to associate with, and looked forward 
with anxiety to our promised visit to 
Richmond. There I vainly hoped to 
find tranquillity and repose, 'or, at least 
to be freed from the arduous task of sup- 
porting the character I was in town 
coinpelled to perfbrni. 

From the day on which we had been 
so abruptly separated hy Lord Robert, 
at St. James's, the yision of Montague 
had never once blessed my sight ; and, 
during the whole of this busy winter, 
through which I had fluttered a ^^ sea- 
son^s glitfery** I had not even heard his 
name. I had latterly seen but iittle of 
the Aylmer family, and in those short 
Interviews a spirit of wounded pride had 
deterred me fron! seeking intelligence t>f 
him. Placed from the time of his 
fathei^s death, under the iminediate care . 
of General Aylmer^ he was, bdth by hi^i 
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Lady and himself, considered as the son 
of their best affections. They had lost 
their only child in infancy, but Mon« 
tague had richly supplied the vacuum ia 
their hearts, and I knew that he was in 
habits of affectionate correspondence 
with them. That I had been deceived, 
inost cruelly deceived, by appearances, I 
was perfectly well aware ; and although 
I could not acquit Montague of having 
been accessary to my present wretched^ 
ness> in misleading me by attentions 
which he now obviously meant not to 
continue, and by these means disinge- 
nuously exciting hopes that he faad> no 
intention to realize, I yet besitated to 
believe him guilty of intentional decep«- 
tion ; and however bis former conduct 
had been calculated to impress me with 
the certainty of his regard, I well re«- 
membered that he had carefuUy abstained 
from uttering a single syllable uponf the 
subject j and blaming myself, chiefly, for 
the weakness which had drawn me into 
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this ** paradise ^ foob^^ I tasked my 
keart to recover its serenitj in yain ! 
Montague was still the worshipped 
idol of my imagtnatioD ! By kis stand« 
ard I estimated the merit of every hu- 
, man being I became acquainted witb ; 
and ht vras the criterion by which 
I JHdged the worth of all the W4;)rld. 
The sentiments he had occaBionally ex- 
pressed^ the observations I had heard 
him utter, were all tenaciously treasured 
in nxy memory : I invariably refer red to 
them fbr auf hority üpon every sirt^eeti 
and never, never, but in the solitary 
tnstance of bis own misconduct, did his 
judgiOient once deceive me ! Lady Car- 
ioraine had not the slightest suspicion of 
my attachment ; had it once occurred 
to her, she would instantly have gained 
a clue to the frequent Indisposition 
which I was not always succes^ful ehough 
io conceal from maternal Observation; 
but, attributing them entirely to the hur- 
ried Hie I lived in town, she flattered 
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herseif that air and exercise, with the 
resumption of my former early habifs^ 
would eflfectually restore my faded bloom, 
Avhen we became quietly settled ih the 
country again. I sufiered her to soothe 
her uneasiness with these fimeies ; I ui- 
tered no complaints that migbt dissipate 
her hopes; but I had ^^ that within 
which passet h shott;*^ and, mentalty con* 
▼inced that my eure would not be so 
easily accomplisbed, as soon as the birth* 
day issued its sovereign maldate of dis- 
missal^ we left London andonce more 
visited Bicbmond* 


CHAPTER V. 


A FEW days after our arrival, the 
Generalis two nieces came upon a Visit 
to their aunt. Mrs. Aylmer had invited 
them to pass the period of our stay there ; 
for, apprized of my indisposition^ she 
fancied that the society of these young 
people might be beneficial to me. Their 
father, Sir Jatnes Aylmer, the Generalis 
eider brother, and a man of dissipated 
character, had wasted a splendid patri- 
mony in pursuits which afforded him 
neither profit or pleasure in the recollec- 
tion j and by way of recruiting his shat* 
tered finances, he had married, sbmewhat 
late in life, the gay daughter of a rieh 
Citizen of St. Mary Axe ; and his Lady, 
suddenly transplanted into the improving 
soil of the western hemisphere, entered, 
\7ith equal avidity, into the general 
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habits of her new connexion^ and readily 
assisted him in dissipating the property 
y^ith which she had first purchased the 
Baronet's affections, or rather his title. 
. They were now, with a family of two 
daughters and a son, all growing up with 
an äqual taste for extra vagance^ a very 
necessitous^ but very fashionable pair. 

Sir James played high^ and in conse- 
quence of this habit he supported his 
town establishment with much difiSculty. 
The General had frequently assisted him 
- with large sums to provide for the heavy 
contingencies which occasionally assailed 
him ; but provoked at the thoughtless 
manner in which they were sometimes 
disposed of, he had repeatedly urged him 
to part with his expensive residence in 
Park Lane, and retire into the country 
tili his äffairs were better settled. Lady 
Aylmer, a woman of a weak mind, 
though possessed notwithstanding of a 
considerable degree of art, was still 
blindly partial to the gaieties of a London 
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Jife; and strenuotisly objecting to ttie 
executton of tfais plan, sbe warily pur- 
suaded her husband tbat the interests c€ 
her daughtets, now raptdly advancing td 
wcmianhoqd^ would be materially injured 
by it. The Baronet, easily prevailed 
upon to agree to that wliich he best liked, 
seized upon this pretence as an excuse 
iar bis non-compliance ; and the Lady 
carrying her point in defiance of the 

' Generalis advice, a sort of coolness had 
subsisied between the familles, for some 
time, upon this account. Lady Aylmer 
however still cast a longing eye irpon the 
ample fortune of her wealthy brother-in- 
law, and wdl aware of the risk of offend- 
ing him too deeply, had latterly taken - 
mucfa pains to moliify his angier j and in- 
finitely gratified by Mrs. Aylmer, who 
was by no means fond of them, having, 
upon the occasion of my visit, invited 
h6r daoghters to Richmond, shc; had 
carefully directed theih, at all events, to 
possess themselves of their uncle's apprcv 
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batioQ« But to these girls I soon coq- 
ceived an iasuperable dislike ; they had 
heen educated at a fashionable boardiag 
acfaoolf which they had recenüy quitted, 
and to the iisual frivolous loquäe^of 
achool girls, superadded an assurance 
that would not have dtsgraced even the 
bmw of a veteran Barrister. In their 
unimportant and wearying babil^ the 
horrors of ^^ balm tea beverage" and the 
threatened terrors of the ^* clock seat«'' 
"witb tbe comparative merits of their late 
preceptress and her compedtctfs» were in- 
cessanlly discussed ; whilst the powerful 

Claims, of S — * n, C h, and others 

of our patrkian dashefs» to the super- 
eminence of notoriety, hoiuiy under- 
went the tryiag ordeal of their criticism ; 
and even Lord Robert Spescer, of ^^Mse 
rqported engagement to me I aoon found 
tbem well informed, came in for hts 
share of these never^nding discusscona« 
Ellen, the elde^, was about eighteen, tall 
and slightly formed» wHh flaxen hair and 
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and blue eyes of the most languishing 
softness; her manneirs were, at times^ 
even childish firom affectation ; but under 
the appearance of almost infantine sim- 
pUcity, I readily discerned an ample 
share of her mother's art. Well aware 
of the lucrative consequence of the 
GeneraPs partiality, she had strictly com- 
plied with Lady Aylmer's injunctions, 
and now wheedled and fondled round 
her uncle with a servility disgusting to 
an unprejudiced observer, while thegood 
old man, flattered by the playful foUies 
of his pretty niece, appeared insensible 
of the motive, and tolerated her ca- 
prices with boundless indülgence« Mar- 
garet, the other sister, was literally 
** breathing brass:*' her manners were 
bold and forward ; and infinitely disgust- 
ed with her kittenish familiarity, I re- 
pelled her advances towards intimacy 
with dislike. These girls were my abo- 
mination ; the youngest in particular an- 
noyed me exceedingly ; and although I 
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invariably conducted myself with all the 
hauteur I was mistress of^ I could. with 
diiBcuIty repress the occasional pertness 
of her manners. She bäd acquired a . 
habit of saying smart things, and having 
liaturally a quick laim of the eye, and 
much archness of countenance, she 
fancied herseif a wit, although she had 
in reality no pretensions to the character; 
but afiecting it upon all occasions, and 
sparing none in her rüde sallies, she 
xnade herseif, to me at least^ excessively 
disagreeable ; and a sort of c^vil hostility 
^iU>on commeneed between us. 

We had been at Richmond about a 
Weeky when one day the General, who bad 
brought some friends home to dinner 
with him, casually informed Mrs Aylmer 
that he had met Lord Montague in town, 
and that he had promised to spend a few 
days with them at Jlichmond. ^^ He 
is going into the North,'' said he, ^ as 
«oon as poor Beauchamp's aflairs are set- ^ 
tled, and I have made him promise to 
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give US a day or two befbre iie sets out. 
I sbould think that he will be down on 
Friday, or perbaps Saturdi^/' OfLord 
Mcmtagne I had frequently heard befbre : 
durtsg onr fbrmer visit he was at B«th, 
in an indifibrent State of health, and I 
had beaxd Montague, to vfbom he was 
an eider brother, speak of bis indiq>osi« 
tionwith utteasiness* I had never how« 
ever seen bim, and I pondered in mj 
mind im bis probable likeness to bis 
brotber. 

The fdllowitig Fiiday, Lord Mcmtague 
arrived. I sdm a curricle pass the win* 
dow, whilst I was writin^ in the library ; 
hvA engrossed by my employment, our 
expected visitor did not occur to my m- 
coUection, tili on entering the breakfast 
jroom, nearly half an hour aflerwards, 
Montague himself, dressed in the deepest 
tnourning, rose to meet me ! I ftlt as if 
I sfaould have sunk upon tbe floor. My 
wbclefratne wasina tremour from agita^ 
tion aad rarprise^ ^but bastily recovering 
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inyself, I replied to his salutation with 
assumed firtnness of manaer, and readily 
accQunted fbr my ignorance of his being 
the expected guest of the General, when I 
shortlylearned from thetenourof the con« 
versatipn, that Iiis brother, the previous 
Lord Montague, was recently dead ; and 
that Montague, having succeeded to the 
title and estates, had beeh some time in 
London, arranging his afiairs, which had 
been left in great disorder. He was but 
little altered in his person since we had 
last mttj except that as I glanced niy * 
eye over him, I fancied he was grown 
somewhat thinner ; but his manner had 
evidently undergone a striking change. 
He was not gay and animated, as I had 
formerly seen him, but thoughtful and 
reaerved ; sometimes almost melancholy, 
which I attributed to the recent death of 
his brother, to whom I knew he had 
. been much attached : to the General and 
bis Ivady h^ seemed as affectionate as 
ffbrmerly ; to .my inotiier he was resp^ct- 

e2 


76 WARWICK CASTLE. 

fully attentive ; but to me he wore an^ir 
' of high and distant civility ivhich puzzled, 
as well as at first pained me. In a few 
days, as he becaine more domesticated 
Vfhh US, bis reserve in some degree dimi- 
nished : he relapsed more into bis fbrmer 
seif} but of the partiality bis conduct had 
before implied, not a single symptom 
seemed remaining. Deeply hurt by in- 
difference so perceptible, my pride was 
also woiinded by the consideration which 
he sometimes affected towards the prat- 
tling Ayliners,and roused intoresentment 
by the cold politeness of his altered car- 
riage, I assumed a distance equal to his 
own, and which the foUowing incident 
intperceptibly increased. A trunk, con- 
taining some articles of summer mil- 
linery^ had been one morning sent from 
a fashionable shop in Bond Street for our 
inspection, and we were busily employed 
in the survey of this new finery, when 
Mrs. Aylmer, who dressed very plainly 
herseif, having carelessly thrown her eye 
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over iU I^ft Lady Carloraine to bbr^ 
netting, and accompanied the gentle- 
men into the garden, to superintend the 
launch of a new pleasure boat, which 
the General had recently purchased. 
Seme time afterwards they returned— 
^^ Come,girls/' said the General, putting 
his head in at the window, ^' put up your 
frippery, and get your bonnets on for a 
drive.*' We were all quickly in motion ; 
the Aylmers began to stuff the millinery 
into the packing cases, and I was sepa- 
rating some few articles I had purchased, 
when Mrs Aylmer, who had left us in 
grand debate upon the merits of a 
iashionable mantle, casually asked why 
I had not chqsen it ? *^ Dear aunt !'' ex- 
claimed Miss Margaret, «ignificantly, 
^^ you forget that Lady Frances has de- 
cided on a Spencer.** The pun was too 
common place to bear the sligbtest im- 
putation of wit ; yet it fully answered 
the purpose of provoking me* My face 
flushed like scarlet } the General laughed 


78 WARWICK CASTLE. 

albud, and a9 I bent over the millinery 
to hide the ef&cts of her impertinence, 
I perceived that Lord Montagoe atten- 
tively regarded me. He stopped for a 
few moments at the Window, with the 
General; and then going into the stable 
yard, hastened the barouche round tö 
the door, and we departed on ourdrive. 
During the remainder of this day^ the 
purest spite filled my bosom ; 1 could 
scarcely compel myself to be even cdm- 
monly civil to my tormentor, notwith- 
standing the petulance of my answers 
only furnished her with fresh amuse«- 
ment. 

About this period, Lord Montague 
and the General were, as formerly, much 
in town ; their mornings as before were 
mostly devoted to privat^ business, but 
their evenings were invariably given to 
US at home, and I soon began to perceive, 
that, under the mask of girlish, simpli- 
city, the eider of our young ladies was 
spreading a snare for his heart. When 
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shje looked at him, her blue eyes swam 
in langui^hing sweetness;. soft, half check« 
ed sigbs, seemed to issue frotn her bosom ; 
and stuDg to tbe soul by the attention 
which he sometimes lent to her, I soon 
feit tliat this girl, whom I had hitherto 
regarded with such contempt, was still 
fbrmidable enough to rouse tbe Gitterest 
feelings of my heart. Miss Aylmer'^s 
conduct, I did not doubt, had b.een 
adopted uader the direction of her Lady 
xnother, who, in a dinner visit to Rieh* 
mond^ some few days before, had seem- 
ed anxiously solicitous to fix his atten- 
tion on her ,,elder hope. Tbe young 
lady, after a scientific dissertation upoQ 
painting, and the inspectiön of some 
beautiful drawings of her own, or at 
least her master's production, had been 
directed to display the superiority of her 
execution in some difficult lessons upon 
the piano*forte, and when her Perform- 
ances had been admired toLadyAylmer's 
satisfaction, her sylphJike figure was 
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next most indulgentlj translated to the 
harp ; upon which, to do her justice, 
she was also a tolerable performer. But 
the discovery of these fascinating powers 
seetned to make no extraordinary im* 
pression upon Lord Montague. He did 
not withhold his admirationof her talents; 
but he did not appear to consider either 
a singing, or a dancing wonder» as a 
very desirable acquisition for a wife, and 
having witnessed th^ elaborate display of 
all the showy tinsel which composed 
Miss Aylmer's education^ I have seen 
him quit the room^ evidently wearied 
with the exhibition, and declining the 
preconcerted Walking party of the misses, 
wander away into the plantations by 
himself. This palpable manifestation of 
their design gave me great uneasiness ; 
the strong interest I still feit fbr hhn 
possibly sharpened my penetration, and, 
studying the character of the sighing 
damsel with deep attention, I soon be- 
came convinced of the consummate art 
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ofwhichshewasmistresff; anddreadiogy ' 
lest Montague might be entangied in the 
snare, I regaided her with a sentiment 
litüe Short of detestation . I condemned 
myself however for suflfering my mind to 
l)e so wholly given to circumstances which 
wrung my heart with secret anguish, 
and painfully convinced that Montague, 
however he had fbrmerly seemed to de« 
sire it, had bo longer the wish to be more 
than a mere acquaintance to me ; and 
that he had in fact fbrgotten, or at least 
seemed to have forgotten, all that had 
passed on our fbrmer visit» which he 
nevef upon any occasion now adverted 
to, I endeavoured to rouse myself into 
the exertidn of more fortitude, and de- 
termined to wrest him from my heart, 
be the consequence what it might. But 
my resolution showed far better in theory, 
than in practice. I was totally unable to 
bamsh him from my mind ; and Mon- 
tague, who neglected me, who scarcely 
seemed even to pereeive me when in the 

ES 
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room with him, was still the object which 
engrossed my every tbought. It wskä 
during these days of painfui inquietude, 
tbat my Imagination composed the fol- 
Iowiog irregulär lines. 

y 

r 

TfVM not tMne eye, tboiigli imidfy briglil^ 
"T^wat 8ot the che^k of roseat« h««, ' 
'Twas not thy fonu's commanding fieight^ . 
Attracted first my partial view. 

No ! 'twas affectioB^s watchfui glance, 
Tbat first my oarekss faacy eMgiit!; 
And, »peakUif volnmei to my aoul, 
Love*s first and timid lesson taogbt. 

Too aptly Icarnt ! — ^To win % praise, 
My pitHtdest hope ; my lov'd «nploy, 
To steal from tb«e some new idea, 
To scheme for theo some future joy I ^ 

Ah t why to lall me into trantient Miss, 

Wby wottldsU thon calmly sport away my peace ? ' ^ 

Why Wdke such fieeting vlsiooary bopes, 

Tbeb hid the fairy dr«an& for ev«f «easn. 

Yet not frön m« shaJl oao.oonpkünt «cape, 
No fiever'd pbr^se my prond regret impart i 
fttill smiles shaü mantli& on my fadtog cbeek, 
Thottgü midaighit team ctfisime my ivMi'rIqg hcftrO 

Tbcn nniMtriUttM throngh long, Ion« honn I wtep, 
Ad4 moorn my folly, and my fate severe» . 
tVhilst keen remembrance cbaaes soothing sleepf' 
To <« l^lht Ott lid9 umnlMed with a tear.*' 
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ThoQgh thou vt alter'd, yrt thy treasiir'4 fol-n 
Still deeply hoarded in my breast sliall dwell s 
Still partial neinory paiot thy fkncied worth, 
Aod penM«« Molen ie^n tky i«fta«ncetelU 

Oh I loT'd, tili life «hall charm so more, 
Till every struggling paiig be past, 
Till earthly ties dissolve in atr. 
Still most thit flitel error lax I 

And wben at length llfe's harassM scene shall dose, 
My spirit, Terging on tfaat <' solenui bourne," 
Liog'ring, shall breathe tts parting prayer for thee, 
Tben pass tbe barrier, never to returo ! 

Bot still, beyoad the crave, my eaAaachis'd soul' 
Shall watcb, wilh ccMcicii care, the waoiof lifo. 
Still hover ocar thee in thy erring hours, 
Thy gnardian angel throngh the path of strife. 

And oft whcn memory amidst scenes long past 
Recalli my b]%htcd hopet, lüid foilh sinoere, 
£*en th^ cold heart vaaiy bea?e oae conscioai aigh» 
Nay gife departed worth one gratefnl teari 

The composition and repetitiou o£ 
these mekncboly stanzas» formed tlm 
principal occüpation of my solitary hounk 
Nigbtly and.dftily theywejfe ever upon 
my Ups, aod i. wept with uncontrollabl^ 
8orrow as I repeated. thetn. Oppressed 
almoßt beyond eiidurance with these 
paiofu^ feeUiigs^ l sometitnes lingered at 
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tny Window» after lEhe family had re- 
tired U> rest, listening for hours, during 
the stillness of the night, to the distant 
rippling of the water, or to the plainttve 
notes of the nightingale, of which there 
were numbers in Richmond Park, siAg- 
ing 

** Her sorrowi throngh the night, 
m wid,e aroimd, the woods sifh to her iod|^, 
And the grey «om Ufli Iti ^e lottre . 
On the^er wretch, exuihnftte by lofe/' 

From the tedious society of the* 
younger Ayhners, I usually escaped to 
the welcome privacy of my own apart- 
ment; fot however pleasant they might 
occaaionally be to others^ to me they were 
%t a)I times inconceivably disagreeable» 
and I coAsequently avoided tfatm, as 
much as* I deemed consistent with the 
xespect I owed them» as the hieces of the 
General; but for my indiflference they 
had ample compensation in ihe civilities 
of Jl^rd Montague» who» baving known 
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them in mfancy, treated them with an 
attention that gratified their vanity infi- 
nitely more than mine could have done» 
though it was, nevertheless/ sometimea 
checked by reserve, 

One Sunday morning Miss Margaret, . 

with her habitual rudeness, having 

sei^ed the newspaper the instant it was 

brougbt in, the General, seeing but little 

Chance of i^oon regaining it, calied to 

her to read it aloud for general inibr* 

mation. The young Lady complied, and 

had recited several of the most interest- 

ing articles with tolerable enunciation, 

when Ellen, who was leaning at her 

elbow, and overlooking the paper as it 

läy spread upon the breakfast-table be- 

fore her, suddenly uttered an exclama- 

tion of surpriise, and directing an arch 

glance across the table to her uncle, her 

finger slily pointed out the following 

Paragraph to Margaret's Observation : — 

^^ We are in£}rmed, from undoubted au- 

thority, that the marriage of Lord 
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Robert Spencer vith tlie only daughter of 
a noble £arl is shortly to take place } the 
preliminaries are finally arranged. The 
parties have left town, and tbe ntiptial 
ceremony is intended to precede their 
return/' Tbe aUusion was too palpable 
for its object to be mi3taken ; my &ce 
was instantly in a glow ; whilst Marga- 
ret^ deligbted with the evident embarras 
\^hicb it occasionedy slowly repeated tbe 
paragrsq)b with the most significant em- 
phasis of look and manner» Provoked 
beyond expression, I trifled oVer my 
tea-cup9 scarcely conscious of wbat I 
was doing \ but as I cast down my eyeS) 
to hide the confusion of my countenance» 
they casually encoüntered those of Lord 
Montague. " The hectic of a moment^' 
passed rapidly across bis cbeek ; and the 
General was uttering some common- 
place witticisms upon tbe sufcgect of 
matrimony» wben the bells suddenly he^ 
ginning to chime fbr cbprcb» at which 
the &mily were constant attendants« we 
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hastily separated^to prepare for it, and I 
fortunately escaped further persecution 
from our joking host, or Kis insiifferaUe 
nieces. 

The weather was uncommonly warm, 
and having loitered for some time after 
the Service was over, at the tomb of the 
poet Thomson, who lies buried under 
a piain monument in Richmond chureb, 
Mrs. Aylmer and Lady Carloraine drove 
home without waiting for us, leaying us 
to return by a shady path, along the 
banks of the river. The day was ex« 
ceedingly beautiful, and as we slowly 
strolled home by the water side, the 
Aylmers bittefly bewailed their absence 
from Kensington Gardens, on the last 
day on wfaich it was deemed fashionable 
to be visible there ; and so successfüUy 
coaxed their uncle to drive them to 
town, that, ever ready to indulge them 
in the gratification of their fancies, he 
prompüy ^eed to the execution of tfais 
wild schemey provided they could them- 
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selves supply the waiit of a proper cka* 
peron, neither #Mrs. Ayltner or my 
mother choosifig to participate in their 
ainusement. " Oh! they were quite ccr- 
tain that ma would be so happy to go 
with tbem^ and if uücle would but stay 
one moment for her in Park Lane, ma 
would be so d^ighted/' They endea« 
▼oured to engage me in their' scampering 
party, but, not having forgiven the im- 
p^rtinence of the morning, nor liking 
the scheme aljx>gether, I feit little incli- 
nation to accompany them. Montague 
sul^ned his entreaties^ but, deter«^ 
mined to convince him that, although 
he solicited, I could still withstand the 
temptation, I persisted in refiising ; and 
coldly declining the invitation, the Misse» 
hastened to array tbemselves in the usual 
elegance of K^nsington costume, aad 
set off in high spirits for this scene of 
tonish splendour. 

Some hours afler the party returned 
en cavalcade; Sir James with Lady Ayi- 
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mer, and her youngest daugliter with 
the General, in his barouche, apd Lord 
Montague's curricle driven furiously by 
Miss -Aylnier, wbo, having taken the 
reins by way of frolic on leaving London» 
still kept possession of them, in playful 
obstinacy, to the. no small annoyance of 
her discomfited companion; wbo,wearied 
by the want of skill and perseverance of 
his cbarioteer, sülkily assisted her to 
alight from the carriage, whilst her de* 
lighted mother complimented her upon 
the intrepidity of her Performance. 

" Upon my Wprd, Ellen/* said her 
Ladyship, ^^you are a very exeellent 
whip.** 

^^ She at least is a Jearle^s one/' mut- 
tered Montague, ungraciously leaving 
the Lady to find her way^ in by herseif, 
whilst he carefuUy examined the sidea 
and Shoulders of bis panting horses. 
The grooms were by this time come up 
with the curricle, and resigning the 
reeking animals into their care; he walk- 
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ed into the dining*room in evidenl; itl^ 

blllHOHf . 

Diniier was already pkced Bpon the 
table, and, as coftversation became ge* 
üeral, his displeasure partly srubsided; 
bttt mA so Mfs. Aylmer'», a cloud bad 
beeil gathering upon her coti&tenance 
for some time : we bad waked consider- 
ttkify past the usual Dinner hour for their 
t^turn, and the eid Lady, wba was 
sCMnewhutt irritable in her t^mper, and 
did not love to see " God*» creatures 
spoiled,** became excee^ingly angry at 
tbe s^pearance which it presented, from 
the natural con^cjuence of their delay, 
and regardless of the presence of th6 
Baronet and bis Lady, continued to vent 
ber dispkasure, in suppressed murmur- 
ings, as long as the disbonoured dishes 
reiiMiified in sight. Tlie General, who 
wisely made it a rwle ta let the storm 
take its course, qiltetly ate bis dinner 
with<Mit bKardihg any exc»se, slily mo- 
tioning'howeTOf, at intervals, to Monta- 
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gae to prevail on her to take wtne 
him, and> by tbese meftQs, restore the 
banished sunsbine of her good humour. 

The younger ladies, whose high spiritff 

were in do wise intimidated by the visi^ 

ble anger of their annt, rätüed away in 

de^ite of her cross looks» and delight-^ 

ßüly recounted all th6 gay and gallant 

things which had been said to tfaem by 

the beaux, whöm they häd encountered 

ia their ptxHbfenade. Miss Aylmer in. 

particular was udüsually loquacioos ; the 

arrangement of the pärty had given Lord 

MoDtague entirely to herseif» and wisdy 

resolving to profit by the opportunity, 

she had talked to him upon all aorts of 

subjects within her knowledge, and, as 

it appearedy completely overpowered 

bim with the multiplicity of her attain-» 

ments. Montague^who, with all bis habi* 

^4aal deference to women» could not en- 

dure the assumption of masculine tnan^ 

ners in a female, feit greatly disgusted 

by the moming's exhibition; and still 
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smarting under the recollection of his 
flagellated fitvouiites, made bis dinner 
too in silence ; and confining his civili- 
ties principally to my mother^ and Lady 
Aylmer, he kept up^ fbr the rest of the 
day, a civil distance towards her daugh- 
ter. I had never seen him out of temper 
before. I owed Miss Aylmer a secret 
spite for her mischievous pertness in the 
moming^ and I confess that I was mali- 
ClOus enough to rejoice at his displeasure. 

As soon as the carriage drove from 
the door, to take Lady Aylmer and the 
Baronet back to town, the girls brought 
their bonnets, and endeavoured, as usual^ 
to engage.him in' a walk. Montague, 
however, was still mach too stately to 
comply with their invitation^ and, coldly 
declining it^ he took his hat from the 
hall table^.and walked out by himself. 

^* I suppose that I have most wofiilly 
offended my Lord li^ontague/' said the 
eider Miss Aylmer, as he stalked suU 
lenly past the window* 
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*^ And not without reason/* replied 
her Aunt, with spme asperity, ^^ for you 
have maif killed his favourite horses/' 

^^ Lord ! Aunt ! men always make such 
a fuss about their horsesP' cried the 
young Lady ; — ^^ if I had quife killed 
them, he could not have shown more 
airs about it. He is very grand, I per- 
ceive, but it's of no sort of consequence, 
however/* continued she, pertly. - 

" A merciful man will be merciftU to 
his beast, child/' answered her Aunt. 

Miss Aylmer shook her flaxen ringlets 
from her brow» and, tieing on her bon* 
net» took her sister by the arm, and 
valked poutingly into the garden. 

Montague still kept aloof, and prefer« 
ring the enjoyment of his own reflec- 
tions to their society, he turped into 
the public path, by the water side^ as 
' soon as he perceived them in the garden ; 
andy bending his way along the banks bf 
the river, I watched. him as he crossed 

I N 

the fields which led towards the church« 
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:yard ; and tfae beautiful ode of CoUins 

*' BepesUi yon bunk» Dniid lies» &c." 

arose in my memory, as I guessed that 
a coinctdent recoUection might, at that 
momeaty occapj bis mind. 

From bis freqiient sdtetaiy stroils, I 
observed that Montague usuaily returned 
with increaaed tboughtfuhiess of manner ; 
and> faembiii^y alive to every circum- 
stance that concemed bim, I feared 
tbid;, notwithstanding bis occasional inat- 
tention^ the arts of Ellen Aylmer had 
partly sacceeded in making an impres- 
-sion upon bis beart. I watcbed bis 
deportment towards her with restless 
anxiety» . bat from my observations I 
could gatber little ; for wben the family 
were all togetber bis attention was ne- 
ceasarily divided, and of wbat passed in 
•tbeir daily Walking parties, wbich I 
never joined, I was totally ignorant. 
The reserve of my behaviour, wbicb, at 
:first, originated in tbe coolness of bis 
pwn» iiad imperceptibly widelied into 


WAttWICK CASTLS. 95 

I 

diatanee } the casual ioterchaoge ßt un* 
avoidabie clvility was all Üiat, upoti «oy 
occask»!, ever passed between us» and 
I üät convinced that aome more &>rttt- 
nate being had. entirely auperaeded me 
in bü regard ; but that Miss Aylmw 
was not the subjeet of his pe»siye oiedi- 
tattojds, I was shortly afterwards assured. 
Ckie beau^ul tnorniog» towards the latter 
«id Qf June» theGeneral and Lord Monta- 
gue rode out» as was tlieir cuatom after 
breakfast. Mrs* Aylmer and my mother 
wextt to pay a moming visit toRoehamptan^ 
and leaviug the girls engaged wtth tbeir 
faai|Kmaster, who äame to Riohmond to 
attend .them, I sedt my drawing materiab 
to a little temple in the pleasure grounds, 
to finisfa a sketch, which I had begun, 
f»f a beauttful view up the river. I had 
pursuod my amusement some hours with^ 
out Interruption, when the voices of the 
£reneral and his companion, returning 
from their ride, drew me &om my pen^ 
3Cil« The weather was unoommonly 
sultry, not>a breatli of i|ir was atirring; 
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and, giving their horses to the groom, 
tkey had returned through a shady lane 
iiito the grounds, and, overcome with 
fatigue, the General threw himself upon 
a seat, ander the Windows bf the temple^ 
which were thickly shaded by the droop* 
ing larches that hung asaund^ it The 
heat was excessive-^not a breeze fanned 
the leaves, and, asthe sashes were all 
thrown open for air, the inipressive tones 
of Montague arrested my attention« 

^^ It is not the Impulse of a sioment,'* 
Said he, continuing their conversation, 
^^ but the resttlt of deep reflection that 
decides my resolution. The Earl's 
dvowal ,has at onee ascertained the fact, 
and now that the woman for whom I 
would have sacrificed my existehce is 
actually aflSanced to another, apd that 
other, too, the object of her öwn choiee, 
feelings, which I can combat no longer, 
convince me of the necessity of the mea-^ 
eure I have resolved upon/' 

I listened in breathless agony : much 
as I had anticipated this soul*harro\^ing 
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cettainty, t^e une^ivocal declaration of 
his affection for another at oiice över- 
wlielmed me ;- it seemed as if a bolt of 
ice had suddenlgir shot througfa my vtinsr 
and tüough I dreaded every instant, lest 
they shouid come round into the teniple» 
I wanted power to move a step ßom the 
q>ot wliere.it had tsanfi^Sjed me. 

The Genieral^s answer I could not 
aoGUvatdjr distinguish, bat Montague 
«agerly replied, ^ Do not urge me far- 
ÜHSTj I cannot caknLy \^dtness it y and 
my re9oluti<»i to avoid this trial must 
neces^iily shorten my stay. To^mor- 
row,** added he, slgfaing, "to*-morrow 
will- be a sort of farewell at Windsor. I 
suppose that my buaness will be ga^ 
x&Wßd on Saturday, and I shall merely 
wait for that befbre I set out for the 
North i Greenwood can do what farther 
is necessary without me, and at pre« 
sent, I beliew, I had best buiy myself 
in the Highlands.** 

^ You are a noble feliaM;^, Montague/' 

VOL. I. F 
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Said the General, " and deserve a hap. 
pier fate 1 " 

" I am, at least, a wretched one," an- 
-cwered Montague, rising suddenly, his 
voice faltering with emotion, and tak- 
ing his friend by the arm, they walked 
forward to the höuse* 

For some minutes I remained abso- 
lutely motionless upon my seat; the 
bitter certainty that Montague loved, 
and loved unhappily, siink deeply into 
my heart, and agitated me with emo- 
tions indescribable. The aVowal of his 
apostasy I had heard from his own lips ; 
and the last faint ray of hope, which had 
yet lingered in my bosom, now entirely 
deserted me ! A violent passion of tears 
at length came to my relief ; but, over- 
powered with sensations of the most 
complicated nature, I sat stupified in 
the temple, tili the half-hour bell rung 
for dinner* I retumed to the house^ 
fortunately unseen by the family, and in 
a State of mind unfit for Company» which 
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I knew, on this day, cbnsisted mostly of 
gentlemen. I went immediately to my 
room, and, sending an exciise into the 
dining-room,- I threw myself on the bed, 
and wept away some painfol bours. At 
tea time I 6ummoned resolution to go 
down ; the voices from the dining-rootn 
told me that the gentlemen had not yet 
left it, and my excusep of w^arin^ss froi» 
a long walk, and the warm weather, 
satisfied my mother and Mrs, Aylmer, 
At length the re^t of the party ^ame 
dropping in from their wine j my heart 
beat violently as Montague entered the 
room, but more so, when the General 
approached Mrs. Aylmer, upon some of 
the gentlemen speaking of the revievv 
which was to take place at Windsor the 
next morning, and said, •* We shall not 
return to-morrow tili very late— ^qs. 
sibly not to dinner ; though I shall en- 
deavour to do it, for Montague teils me 
that be must leave us on Saturday, and 
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I have many tbings to arrange with him 
Ijefore bis departure.** 
,. " On Saturday ! " exclaimed Mrs, Ayl- 
mer with surprlse, '^ thi^ is very sud- 
äen — ^isitnot?" 

** l'he occasion is urgent,*' answ^red 
the General ; and bis eye accidentally 
&I1 upou me als be spoke. 

I trembled with agitation—^my coun- 
tenance, I ajn persuaded, must have 
changed materially ; for the General 
looked at me with attention^ wbile Mrs. 
Aylmer questioned Moqtague, wbo afe 
that moment joined us. ^ 

" And so you go on Saturday ? and , 
pray, when are we to see you, agaip ?" 

" That \Vill depend üpon circuin- 
stances," be answered. *^ Yes, on Satur* 
day/* continued he, sighing^ *' I must( 
leave y öu, I believe we shall go aljroad ; 
and) though m^^y months iQay elapse^ 
before I shall baye the happin^s of ick i 
visiting Richinpnd^ iny nj.eflfjory will 
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faitbfully recford the days of Stin-shine I 
have passed here/* 

He spoke impressively ; and kissing 
her band as he tomrlüded, Mrs. Ayhöer 
put her handkerchief to ber eyel5, änä 
wiped a\vay a tear. A desultory con- 
versatioii ensuing, respecting his depar* 
ture, his destination for foreign service, 
the review whicli was to take place on 
the morrow» and other incidental sub* 
jects, Montague soon removed to bear 
a part in it. During this scene, not 
daring to trust my voice, I sat perfectly 
silent, with my eyes fixed upon a book, 
lest the involuntary tears, which gushed 
into them, sbould betray the feelings of 
my heart. These, and other, casual sub- 
jects, occupied the conversation tili it 
was time for the visitors to depart. We 
shortly afterwards separated for the 
night, sooner than was our usual custom, 
on account of the gentlemen being to 
rise at an early hour to prepare for the 
review ; Mrs. Aylmer having previously 
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exacted from them a promise to f eturn 
to dinner } for, as it was to be the last 
day of Lord Montague's visit, she posi- 
tively insisted on their returning to pass 
it witb US at home. 


i 


CHAPTER VI. 


On the morning of the review, I arose 
ivitb the dawn. I had passed a long and 
sieepless night in painful reflection, but 
towards morning I sunk into a slumber, 
from which I was aroused by the volce 
of Montague in the stable-yard, which 
one of the Windows of my apartment 
overlooked. I instantly left my bed, 
andjwrapping myself in a dressing-gown, 
waited, shaded by the festoon drapery 
of the window-curtain, to observe their 
departure. He was directing his groom 
in some alteration of his curride harness, 
at intervals caressing, or checking his 
beautifui horses, whilst the spirited ani- 
mals, impatient of delay, pawed the 
ground, in restive eagerness to depart. 
It was yet early morning; they were 
to breakfast at Windsor» with soioe mi- 
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litary friends, previous to joining the 
troops at Swinley ; but the ^General had 
not yet appeaned, and Moatague, as he 
waited fbr him, paced the stable-yard in 
deep ^bstraction, his arms folded, and 
his eyes beut on the ground. He wore, 
oa this occasioQ, tbe spleadUd wmlonna 
of the Royal Horse iJuarda Biae, i» 
which he w|ii&, on thiß day> to ^ficiate 
as Mjajor {(x tbe iUst time, h^ving been 
recei^tly appointied to a commaid in 
another ri^gwent. I oonteniplated lii« 
stfücing figure ^ith admiration, m, h^ 
bjjted in his Hck ßiilitary dress, lue slowly 
paced th^ p^vement, and Qever in my 
life did I behoki such a finished lorm ! 
Concealed by the friendly diapwy of the 
^indowrcuf^tains, I remained gazing at 
bim tili the General ivas readv : he also 
Ts^as in wiifornif as a Majin^-General, and 
^ mpmeot after he came down they 
dfpve hastüy away. As spoh as they 
wer^ QMt of sight, I dxessed» and went 
down stair» ; nono but the inferior iser« 
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va^s were stirring at this early hour, 
and, tying on a large bonnet, I \ran- 
dered about in the plantations tili break* 
fast^time. 

The form of Montague, faabited as I 
liad recentljr beheld him, still Jlöated in 
my Imagination ; and, utterly unable to 
detach him from my thoughts, I sent 
my portfölio to the temple, as a pretcitt 
for absenling myself fröm the Aylmers, 
and lingered in petf^ct solitude, tili, the 
dinner hour appfoaehing, it became time 
for me to tbiiük (^ returning td the house. 
On this day there was no Company ex- 
pected j bat a neighboiuing ckrgymi^n 
and hi$ soA, a youngOxonkn, having 
accidentaUy paid us a morning visit, the 
fonner of whom was a skilful chetss- 
jdayer, a game in which Lady Carloraine 
iecidedly eitccUed, Mrs. Aylm«!* puf- 
posely detatHed them to diüe, that she 
might fbwn a party fiw* vüy mothtir, at 
htv favoürite amusemcnt» We had waited 
long after the bour fixed f<» thtu: retum 
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to dtnner, and Mrs. Aylmer, who^ on 
othef occasiofis, could not calmly brook 
delay, was Patience personified,* and still 
kept her temper, supposing thoy were 
detained by the heavj business of the 
day» The weather was oppressively 
varm, scarcely a breeze was stirring, 
ai^d we vere sitting with the Windows 
tlirown open, when Ellen Aylmer, who 
was in the garden» suddenly called out, 
that her uncle was Coming on horseback. 
He rode slowly round into the stable- 
yard, and, a.moment afler, Mrs» Aylmer 
was sent for out of the room» She did 
Bot retum tili we were summoned into 
the dining-parlour, and when she came 
back again, I perceived that she looked 
^flurried; her countenance wore an ap- 
pearance of uneasiness ^ but, supposing 
that some trifling domestic accident had 
disturbed her, none inquired into the 
cause, and we went immediately to din« 
ner. The General appeared fittigued» 
and by no means disposed to talk } he 
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complained of the head-ache^ and sent 
his plate away untouched. Dinner had 
passed without any mention of Monta- 
giie, when Lady Carloraine, addressing 
the General, said, " I thought, Sir, we 
were to have Lbrd Montague with us 
to-day? He promised last evening, J 
tfaink, to return." 

*' He did, Madam," repHed he, " but 
he has, unfortunately, met with an acci- 
dent which has prevented him." 

I listened with alarm, and was on the 
point of exclamation, when the curiosity 
of Lady Carloraine supplied us with in- 
fbrmation. 

I hope not a serious one ?'* 
Serious, certainly,'* said the Gene- 
ral, " but I hope not dangerous, though 
it is, undoubtedly, very alarming." 

Tlie desert was upon the table, and I 
was serving some strawberries, when the 
General made this reply ; the plate drop- 
ped from my hand — a sudden chillness 
came over me, and Mrs. Aylmer, per- 
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ceiving me change colour, attributed it 
to the streng scctlt of a water-melon, 
placed before rae, and,- ordering it from 
the table, directed Margaret Aylmer, 
who "was sitting nearer the windpw, to 
change seats with me immediately« The 
General, however, was not so easfily de- 
ceived; he readily saw that sometbing 
more than the §cent of the water melpn 
had discomposed me ; and, thoiigh he 
made no remark for some miautes, he 
observed me with attention. I feit too 
much alarmed to lieed his scrutiny ; 
while my mother, Struck with my pale 
looks, anxiously urged me to leave the 
table ; bi;t, dreading to lose a syllable 
respecting Montague, I endeavoured to 
laugh away my fears, and resolutely re- 
fused, assuring her that I was perfectly 
recovered now that the melon was re- 
moved. Our visitors were abstemious,. 
and the General, contrary to his usual 
custom, in no humour for wine. On 
this evening, as was frequently the casc 
1 
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in very warm weather, Mrhen there was 
HO particular Company, we remained in 
th€^ dining-room, the Windows of which> 
sbaded by deep Venetians, and looking 
upon the river, beautifiilly winding round 
the foot of the lawn, rendered k cooler 
than any other apartment in the hou«e» 
The church clock had Struck nine, and 
the shades of evening were gradu^Iy 
deepening into dusk, when a gentlemaa 
on horseback rode hastily up the avenue» 
and stopping at the hall door^ the Ge- 
neral, espying him, instantly rose, and 
quitted the room ; he remained absent 
about a quarter of an hour, but» at 
lec^gth returning, he introduced the 
sti'anger, who accompanied him, as Mr. 

H . The very name of this gentle«^ 

man seemed the herald o£ danger ! A^ 
sick feeling pervaded my heart, and I 
feit ready to faint with apprehension, aa 
the General sligbtly announced him, 
and tben, reiiring to a distant wiadowi^ 
talked in a low voice with bim. apart* 
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Not a syllable distinctly feil from eitlierf 
but tlie visible uneasiness of theGeneraT, 
and the restless anxiety with which he 
occasionally listened at the Windows, 
prepared me for something more alarm- 
ing than he had yet chosen to avow, 
although I did not dare to trust myself 
with an inquiry. It was now nsarly ten 
p'clock ; the tea equlpage was sent away, 
and Lady Carloraine and our visitor 
were deeply engaged at chess, when the 
sound of approaching wheels caught my 
ear ; the General instantly rushed to the 
window, and a moment after a carriage 
came in sight. It wound slowly round 
the lawn, and, alive or dead, I feit ccr- 
tain that it contained Montague ; and, 
fainting almost with terror, I pertina- 
ciously grasped the window-frame to sus- 
tain my shaking limbs, determined, at 
all events, to know the worst that had 
befallen hini. The instant the carriage 
stopped, Mr. H left the room ; the 

door was opened, and the step silentljr 
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let down : an officer, and a gendeman in 
piain clothes, alighted from it, and care* 
fuUy assisted in lifting out Montague, 
Tvho, pale and apparently üfeless, was 
carried into the hall. His eyes were 
closed, and his colour quite gone. He 
was wrapped in a loose military cloak, 
siightly bound :round him with his sasb, 
which, accidentally opening, as they 
carried him into the house, discovered 
his dress frightfully stained with blood. 
I know not how I supported tbis scene — 
my heart died within me, my Ups qui« 
vered) and my whole frame underwent 
such a soul-sickening revulston, that, 
bad I not instinctively caught the arm of 
the General, who was watching beside 
me, I must inev^tably have fallen upon 
the floor. It was nearly dark, and the 
candles, placed on the chess table» served 
only to enlighten that part of the room ; 
but, as their faint light feil obliquely 
upon US, the General beheld me with 
the hue of death upon my countenance. 
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DeceptklD^ aC thxs momeaty vras of no 
avail, it'Was beyond my effiirts to at-^ 
tempt it; for the inxnost feelings of my 
beart were involuntarilj betrayed to him, 
and, oommiserating tbe Situation in 
which be now beheld ine, be' tenderly 
supported me without uttering any re« 
mark. I häd yet sufficient recollection 
to desire that he should be the t>nly wit- 
ness of my agitation, and, grasping his 
hand^ as he would have moved for assist- 
ance, I silently implored his stay. The 
motion ivas simple^ but it was neTertbe« 
less expressive } the General perfectiy 
understood my feelings, and reacfaing a 
glass of water from the side^board, be 
remained at the window, hc^ng'me in 
his arms, in peifect silc^qce, tili tbe fresh. 
bi*eeze from the river, and a copioua 
flood of tears, in some measure reiieved 
me ; theo, afTectionately pressing tny^ 
band, he left me and y^ent to Montaguew 
This sceDe passed entirely unobserved- 
by tbe rest of the party, Deeply engaged 
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over tbeir protracted game at chess, 
Miss Ajrlmers and the yoang Oxonisn 
wer-e «moady watching Lady Carlo- 
raioe and her Antagonist, and Monta- 
gue'fi arriral was known only tö Mrs. 
Ayimer» wiio, upoo a signal fram the 
Geoenal, had instaindy left the room, to 
superiotebd bis removai td his apartment. 
We Mwr notfaatig move q€ Mr. H— — , or 
the GeoeraV £>r the remainder of the 
evening: the fbnwer retumed to to^ni 
an hour ailer laidtti^t, aad the G^eneral 
passed äie night in the apartment cf his 
fiiend. Mn». Ajisier, alarmed at the 
imger whieh threatetied him, was silent 
and uneasj ; sh« aearcely spoke when 
1^ returned« md gave trs little in!foiv 
mattoQ as to tbe natiire of Ms accident, 
though tbe General had previoudy told 
US that he &ared his arm was l)roken t 
he forbore, however, to say more, and 
it was not untiJ our visitors were gorie, 
and we had retired for the night, that I 
learned from our attendant the real ex- 
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tent of Montague's danger. His artit 
was indeed broken, but this was the 
least dangerous part of the affiur. — In 
returning from Swinley, where the troopi? 
were reviewed, and where, fatigued by 
the heat, he had quitted his charger and 
resumed his curricle, he had passed some 
of the regiments on their return from the 
ground. The spirited horses which he 
drove were young in harness, and being 
far from temperate, and probably unused 
to military music, they had taken fright 
at the fluttering of the colours, and stiQ 
more terrified by the glancing elevation 
of the cymbals in the band, had plunged 
forward with a rapidity that left bis 
grooms far behind. Montague kept his 
reins with unshaken firmness, and might 
have succ^eeded in checking their career, 
but, as they cleared the road, with the 
flying carriage at their heels, a small 
hridge impeded their progress, and dart- 
ing across the tumpike road with asto* 
nifiSiing velocity, he was thrown from the 
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carriage by thevrolence of the shock, 

and in a few moments taken up for 

dead. Coinpletely stunned by the fall, 

he was for some tiine i^parently life- 

less ; but being let blood^ animation at 

length returned. His arm was sUghtly 

fractured, but the danger which more 

immediately threatened him was from a 

deep and frightful wound in his side, 

made on the cicatrice of one which he 

had formerly received on the Continent. 

This wound had been attended with con* 

sideraUe danger : be had sufiered very 

severely ^om its critical Situation ; and» 

after a con&nement of many months, his 

bealth had been with difficulty restored 

by the greatest professional skill ; and it 

was r ot without the utmoct alarm, that 

the General, who had been detained by 

the King at Swinley, foUowed him to 

Windsor the instant he knew of the ac- 

cident. Medical assistance had been 

already obtained ; but the General, häv- 

ing previously dispatched an express to 
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Mn H— — , ^vc Orders ibr his bemg 
remov^ to Richmond;. and^ &arful tbät 
sdme prematore reports might reach us> 
he oame ferward to prepare for his rt^ 
oepttofk. 

I passed a wretcbed night } tinable tö 
duttk df rest, I |>aced my cbannbet 
during its continuancey aftidi^ ^ager t^ 
learä tbe opinkum tof Mt. H-h — ^ I wait* 
ed for mortting with tbe moA agonkmg 
aaxicQr^ He ca»e to Rsohwmd at nn 
eariy llour» «nd faaviBg psned soim timt 
yffiA fafia pktniit^ ke canre in «6 bretdcftst 
vitfa nt^ before htt nturired to towi». 
Ue was evidently unwilHng to Bay much 
upon the «tAgect« «ad I augnred Ü'om. 
bis mann^r thot Montague, wfaom he 
d^R^ribed as highly &vet6d> ^was in im- 
rninent idbnger. I could scaircely com«- 
mand my feelings during this miserable 
day, but fearing to lose the knowledge 
of the mo8t trivinl circumstance relating^ 
to him^ I compeUed myself to pass it in 
the presence of the family, though the 
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^ensatiotts I endured« at timesy nearly 

sufibcated me. Mr. H regulady 

visited him twice every ässy* : diough fio! 
jgrom beiQg out of dang^, his senses 
were restored, smd Mcs. Aylmer had 
been peir mitted to see him ^ i¥}len, on. tfae 
i^oraing of the fifth day, aome alarimng 
chaoge». as it appeared» bad. taken place; 
ibr the General) who had himself aat up 
nith him during the ni^t, oang bis. bdl 
violently for assistance before day^-breafc, 
and amidst the coiifusion which instaiidy 
eoBued, I heard a messeoger dispatched 
for Mr. H~-*-9 witiiout delay. That 
gentleman ^as absent wdben the mesaenu 
ger lefl towo^ but^ alarmed' at the sum^ 
mans» he soon foUowed him to Ridt- 
mood» Some time elapsed before he lefl 
bis pj^eait ; at lengtfa he came down 
^rsy tibou^ful, and evidently muoh 
ctispieased. To Mrs. j^lmer^sinquiries 
ttfi'waa. unwilling to raply^ but^ pressed 
by her entreaties, to satiafy her mind» 
he reluctaDtly stated that an darming 
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circumstance had taken place during fhe 
night> and tbat Lord Montague's dan- 
ger was considerably increased : he was 
unavoidably compelled to leave him, and 
retürn to London, by a case of egual 
moment, bnt he urged and entreated 
that the house might be kept perfectly 
qulet, for that the life of his patient now 
rested sölely upon the observance of this 
caution. Mrs. Aylmer was overpowered 
by this afflicting intelligence; but to 
describe my sufferings is impossible« 
Early in the evening he came again, and 
having remained some hours in Monta- 
gue's apartment, I learned, with in- 
creased terror, that it was become neces- 
sary for him to paift; the night there. 
Language cannot paint the agonies I 
underwent ; under this last blow my for« 
titude whoUy sunk^ and my resolution 
entirely desert^d me : if I essayed to 
speak, the words died upon my Ups, and 
now it was that Lady Carloraine first be« 
came aware of the mental misery I en« 
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dured, — Shocked beyond expression at 
this discoyery, made too at such a time» 
my mother studiously forebore all com- 
xnent ; but, in her increased cares, I 
plainly read her knowledge of what was 
passing in my mind : I was assured, too, 
that the General was in possession of my 
secret, for the fatherly tenderness of his 
manner^ since . the night when the sight 
of Montague, dead or dying as I then 
'believed him, had betrayed me, left me 
not a ddubt upon the subject ; bat, 
whoUy absorbed by his impending dan- 
ger, I gave not a thought to any cif cum- 
stance but what concerned him^ and re- 
mained for hours listening to the foot- 
steps in his apartment, or counting the 
moments tili Mr. H ■ should retum. 
The moumfulstillness of death seemed to 
reign throughout the house ; the servants 
crept cautiously on tiptoe through the 
apartments, and ßcarcely a whisper broke 
the silence of our melancholy meetings. 
I could no longer hide my sufferings 


120 WARWICK CASTLE. 

from the commiserating eyesr of my pity- 
ing mothef^ aod even the prying AyL 
mers were also become awace: of Idiem* 
Montague's approaching death absorbed 
every filculty o€ my aaul ; I belioved tihat 
I should not long sur vive bis disscdution, ' 
and theic Observation gave me no, Mit of 
concera. A fortnight^ b^ miserable fort- 
night, pAssad in this nmimer, beforo Mr. 
^r-*— -, to wbom alone I looked fop 
com&rt, lipon whose axseefits my veiy 
exiatence. seiemed to hang, gave üb any 
hopes . of his wert dfstant reco^ry; At 
last the fevw gradudUy began to* subside^. 
aud his wound slowly assmned a ta^re 
favourable ^peot». Alfter an intan^al of 
anotbecweek he grew still better, snd 
when Mr. H . ■ at length pronounced- 
him» Ihou^ still sufierihg,. yet nearly 
out of dangsr^ I codd have fallen at bis 
feet apd ddfied bim for the nexvs* 

As my spirits r^aii^, the sensitive 
delicacy of my fedings revived also; and 
I bc^an. to peiseive with pain, irom the 
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significant glances of the Aylmecs, ihat 
the sufferings of my mind had not passed 
unobserved. Engrossed by Montague's 
danger, and compelled to silence by its 
absolute necessity, they had hitherto re«> 
frainedfrotn remark upon the subject, 
but now thut tibe danger was past, and 
the certainty of bis recovery had im« 
chained their loquacrty^ this itemporary 
restniiht was at an ^id, and agaia the^f 
brok« fortii into skitttshness and icäfy. 
My ordinal di^ke of them retamed 
wich added forae^ bot partionlarly to- 
wards 'Margaret, who, on the day upon 
whioh Montagtte's convalesaence had 
been aniionnced to us, provoked tne 
ante the wanmest expression of anger««^** 
Dm^idg dinvier 1^ oonversation tumed 
upOQ'thefecoveryofour invalid, and td 
wme good humoured jokes of the 6e^ 
neral's on our faded roses, which a|i* 
plieid to the whole party alike, Miss 
'Mfti^aret saucily replied, by fixing her 
eyes ^U on my face, and repeating, 
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nvith märked etnphasis^ the well-known 
answer of Viola : 

s 

** She BTTer told ber love, 
Bat let coacealment, like s worin i* th* budl. 
Feed on htr damask cbeek.*' 

However blanched my roses might 
have been before, they were sufficientljr 
glowing then, for the colour mounted 
instantly into my face^ and, irritated at 
the impertinence of an allunon i¥faich 
rivetted the eyes of aH the servants oii 
my countenance, I threw on her a glance 
of indignation, and the word '^ Inso* 
lent!'' escaped nie. Lady Carloraine 
looked amazed; Mrs. Aylmer seemed 
hurt at my evident discomposure ; and 
the General» with more displeasure than 
I had yet seen him assume» angrily in» 
sisted on her apologizing for her rüde* 
ness. The young lady complied^ though 
with a very ill grace, and müttering 
an apology, which I received in haughty 
silence, peace was again restored} though 
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the cold civility of my manner, and the 
pdrt negligence of her own, proved that 
the circumstance» if forgiven, was a(r 
least not forgotteUf 


/ 
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CHAPTER VII. 


IT E had now been six weeks at Rich- 
inond: Lady Carloraine, stimulated by 
uneasiness upon my äccount, began to 
tbink of leaving it ; and, perceiving that 
I still shrunk from her oonfidence, she 
feared to wound my feelings by entering 
at present upon the subject, and deter« 
mined to announce her intention of 
going immediately into Devonshire. 

Some days afterwards Lord Montague 
was permitted to come down stairs for 

the first time 5 Mn H had proinised 

that he should join us for a few hours to- 
wards evening, on condition that he 
would not fatigue himself by conversa- 
tion« He informed us in the morning, 
that he should that day indulge us with 
a Visit from his pätient, and, though pre» 
pared for the interview, I feit agitated 
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beyond expression« Montague came 
down when the tea equipage was brought 
in, wrapped in a loose surtout, and look- 
ing dreadfolly pale from theloss of blood 
which he had sustained ; he appeared 
but the shadow of his former seif; and 
his sank cheek and hollow eye evidently 
bespoke the severity of his personal suf- 
ferings. My mother cordially shook 
handa with him upon his entrance ; Mrs«. 
Aylmer^ though she had seen him fre-- 
quently, was excessively shocked at the 
alteration now so visible in his wasted 
ibrnv» and sobbed audibly over him». 
whUst li whoUy unable to restrain my 
tears, turned silently away to conceaL 
them.-— The girls began to rattle away 
as usual ; but the General, calling them, 
to Order , prohibited his talking to them 
at all. Montague smilingly complied 
with these conditions, and saying that 
he wanted air, he changed his seat, and 
languidly crossed the room to the win- 
dow where I was glaced. He wore his 
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broken arm still supported in a sling, 
and, affected beyond utterance at the 
change in his appearance, I wanted 
power to articulate the welcome my 
heart hailed him with. Tears still 
trembled in my eyes, as I placed a seat 
for him near the window, and, throwing 
open the sash, which looked upon the 
river, his wan countenance was lighted 
with an expression of tender gratitude : 
a slight shower had recently fallen, and 
cleared the sultry ' atmosphere ; the 
fresh breeze, which the wind brought 
firom the water, and the cool scent of 
the roses, blooming in Clusters round 
the Windows, appeared to revive liim ; a 
faint colour again tinged his cheek, and 
he declared that he already feit con-- 
siderably better. 

In the course of the evening Lady 
Carloraine mentioned her projected de- 
parture, and, addressing the General, 
she added, " And now that I have the 
happiness to see my Lord Montague re- 
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cpvering, and my inestimable friend 
again at ease, I must decide upon taking 
my leave of you ; my Devonshire neigh- 
bours will think that I have qaite de« 
serted them," 

" However thaf may be,'* answered 
Mrs. Aylmer, smiling : ^^ you must not 
yet desert me ; do not think of your 
Devonshire neighbours at present, I can« 
not yet part with you; besides/' she 
added gaily, *^ I want Lady Frances to 
superintend my nursery/' 

The colour rose in my cheeks ; Mon« 
tague turned his eyes upon me with aa 
aoxious* look, whilst, bending mine upon 
the ground, I answered so%ewhat iror 
nically, *^ My dear Madam, while^ you 
have such able assistatits in your amiable 
nieces, I may readily be spared ; my 
absence, I am sure, cannot be even felt.^' 

Montague, Ifancied, looked hurt at 
this ^illy Speech ; but the glance of dis- 
dain, which he unconsciously threw on 
tbe Aylmers, who were tittering over 
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some whispered witticism in a distaat 
Corner, in some measure seemed to coB;- 
tradict my assertion. He did not sit np 
late, fbr the General, all anxiety, hurried 
him away, long before he wished fo re* 
tire ; and, fearful of the ill eff^cts of 
exertion, he would scarcely suffer him 
to speak to us at all, but promising tbat 
iie should remain longer the next even« 
^9 and be allowed to venture out upon 
the lawn, he positively insisted on hia 
now redring to bis. apartment, and going 
immediately to bed. Montague reluct- 
aatly obey^ bis commands^ and sitentljf 
Ming my band to bis lips, as I opened 
the door for bis departure» he bowed a 
good night to the rest, and retired to 
bis room. This Single incident, trivial 
as it appeared, unconscroosly revived 
the sweetest feelings of my soul. Hope^ 
flattering hope, again dawned in my 
bosom ; but unable to reconcile the re- 
viving tenderness of bis manner with 
bis positive d^claration of bis attach- 
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ment to another, I passed the night in 
re-tracing his everj look and movement, 
or in vaioly conjecturing the import of 
feelings, which ^eemed to influence his 
present conduct; and, though I slept 
not, these hours were the most tranquil 
of any I had passed for many weeks. 

Oa the following morning the mystery 
was solved, fbr, as I aro^e irom the 
break&st-table to go to my apartment; 
Lady Carloraine presented me with the 
following letter, an irrefragable proof of 

** Silent working Heaven, sarprising^ oft 
The lonely heari with itaezpected^good.** 

Which the General, having purposely 
detained her when we separated for the^ 
night, had delivered,to her the preced- 
ing evening, accompanied by a long and^ 
explanatory conversation. 

" TO LA0Y CARLORAINE. 

" Your Ladyship will probably be ast<K- 
oiahed tbat, scarcely risen from the bed^ 

G s. 
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of death, and still languishing ander the 
effects of severe Indisposition» I should 
select from all others a moment like the 
present, fbr an avowal of siich a nature 
as this letter will convey to you ; büt 
considerations, which I need not now 
intrude upon your attention, have de« 
cided my resolution to delay it no losger, 
but to throw myself at once upon the 
indulgence of her most dear to me. To 
teil your Ladyship that I admire Lady 
Frances Delamere must be wholly un- 
necessary; all who know her must do 
justice to her merit, and my heart has 
long &ince acknowledged the cläims of 
her superior worth. I cannot entirely 
divest myself of the belief that Lady 
Frances was once aware of the strong 
Impression she had made upon me ; for, 
ingenuous in all her actions^ the apprö- 
bation.with which she received the only 
attentions I at that period feit autho- 
rized to devote to her encouraged my 
hopes ; but painful and unavoidable ne* 
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cesslty theo kfept me silent: and it 
was not until I had been for months 
chained ' to the death-bed of a dying 
brother, that I feit myself at liberty to 
offer her a heart, not perhaps entirely 
unworthy of her acceptance. Judge, 
then, of my feelings, when, released 
from my inournful task, I learned that 
Lady Fr|inces. was actually affianced to 
another ! Doubting, yet scarcely daring 
to doubt, whether this was in reality the 
case, I flew to London in despair ; there 
the bitter truth was universally cpn- 
firmed to mQ, and, through tht medium 
of a friend who, commiserating my 
anxiety, fuUy ascertained the &ct, I 
was infbrmed, uppn the authority of 
Lord Carloraine himself, that his appro- 
bation had sanctioned her engagement. 
Smarting under the agonies of unex- 
pected disappointment, linstantlyquitted 
London, and buried myself at a distance 
from ity in the active duties of my pro- 
fession^ but private affiurs having un* 
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avoidably recalled me, I agsin, and, I 
confegs, most unwillingly, became an 
inmate of tbe same roof with Laäy 
Frances. Stung with resentment at tbe 
ease with which I believed myself sacri* 
ficed to tbe triuini>h of her new con- 
Quest, I met, «od treated her with 
marked indifierence; yes, Madanäj I 
bave stabbed her to tfae heart, by tbe 
deliberate insolence of neglect, and, I 
am yet hardy enough to deraand her 
pardon for tbe past. 

I loved Lady Frances with enthu- 
siadm ! I love her so still. I bave been 
tbe victim of misrepresentation, and tbe 
Teil of error is witbdrawn wben it is 
possibly too late. Lady Frances bas 
noty bowever, driven me from her beart. 
Of tfais &ct I bave been assured, tbough 
I dare not yet trust myself with tbe flat* 
tering beliefl Will she thien accept my 
justification i Will she accord me her 
Jfor^iveness ? And, tbough fate may, for 
tbe present, place her beyond my reacb^ 
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will she^ forgetful ot mj errors, and, 
rem^nberiag only my aflfection, consent 
U> jgM widi happiness the future years 
of her devoted 

Moktagüb/' 

Tfae language of adulation was no 
stranger to my ears : I bad been repeat- 
edly assured, tbat every charm that 
could dignify human nature concen- 
trated in my possession, but the distin- 
guishing regard of Montague alone 
taught me the consciousness of superior 
worth. His avowal of affection spoke 
the genuine sentiments of his noUe 
heart ; and over this rieh gift, for which 
I would have bartered an empire, I 
wept for hours j and, lifting up my soul 
in gratitude to my Creator, I passed the 
morntng in silent thankfulness on my 
knees. 

Some hours afterwards Lady Carlo«- 
raine came to my room« *• My child,'* 
Said she, tenderly folding me to her 
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heart, " give me jrour eonfidence/* I 
^ could not answer her, but tears of trans- 
port streamed from roy eyes, as I buried 
my face on her bosom. << I need not 
ask your thoQghts, my Frances/* said 
she, ^^ I read them fully ; and now, take 
mine« That letter contains the provdest 
triumph of your mother's life ! Perfect 
felicity is beyond the reach of mortals ; 
but she who is destined to be the i¥ife 
of Montague will attain the summit of 
human happiness! That such snay b^ 
your fate, my child, and that I may live 
long enough to behold the fi)ndest wish 
pf my heart reaUzed in your union, is 
all I have now to pray ibr on this side 
the grave." 

J was too much agitated to thank her 
as she deserved ; and my mother, aware 
that my own thoughts were my -best 
companionsy soon quitted my apartment, 
and went down stairs. 

The Genera], it appeared, had, in the 
course oi their correspondence, early 
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gatned the confidence of Montague qn 
the subject of bis attachment ; but look« 
ing forward to the hourly expected event 
of bis brother's death^ he had restricted 
bim from naming it even ' to Mrs. Ayl- 
mer. He had afterwards become ac^ 
quahited with my reported engagement 
to Lord Robert Spencer, and all doubt 
of it being removed by Lord Carloraine's 
apparent sanctiJii, he came unwillingly 
to Richmond, at the pressing instance 
of the General, with a firm determina- 
tion to conquer bis ill-placed regard. 
The General himself was still doubtful 
of its truth, and would willingly have 
investigated the matter more closely; 
but Montague, relying on the veracity 
of Lord Carloraine, gave it bis perfect 
credence, and absolutely prohibited all 
renewal of the subject The distance I 
had assumed towards bim, and the con- 
fusion I had even betrayed at the men* 
tion of Lord Robert, confitmed bim in 
his belief, but operated exactly the re- 


^ 
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rerse upon the General ; for^ better ac- 
quainted mth my disposltion^ he füt 
coftvineed that a misconeeptioa exibted 
somewhere; and when he beheld my 
alarm at the ficat hipt of Mont^gue'a 
danger, he doubted whether the affianced 
bride of Lord Robert could &el thus 
poiverfuUy for another. Prom this mo- 
ment he observed me attentivdy, and 
vhen^ he shortly after beheld my inmost 
soul laid open to him, he hailed it as an 
omen of the purest felicity, ahould Mon- 
tague be fortunately restored to con- 
valescence. Füll of hia diacovery the 
General was impatient to inipart it to hia 
£riend, and eagerly embracing the ear- 
liest opportunity^ and poasibly aome^ 
what inconsiderate of its conaequencea, 
he told him all he knew« Seated by hia 
bed-side, in the deepest ailence of the 
night, he did not hesitate to affirm to 
him that our attachment was mutual; 
and^ while Montague, alrea&y highly 
fevered from bodily apguiah, liatened 
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iirfth a beftting heart to bis recital, the 
deligbted General recoonted every cir« 
eumstance which bad &Uen under bis 
obsenrattoiu 

Montague received tbis communica« 
tkm wüb transport. Unable to articu» 
lata, be grasped the GeneraPs band in 
gcatefbt silence ; büt tbe streng emotton 
be nnderwent bad nearly proved fatal to 
bim y for tbe agitia^on o£ bis weakened 
£räme instantlj» occasioaed hia wound 
to re-open^ and a most alarmiii^ effusiosi 
of Uood ensuing, tbe General^ ia tbo 
ntbiost consternalicmt dispatcbedan ex« 

'paeaa. £ox Mr. I L ■ » He cäme, as I 

baye be&re stated, expeditiously from 
alarm, andwidi diffieidtj sueceeded in 
stopping tbe hemorrhage. Montague 
was dreadfulty exbausted by it, and Mr« 
H'- ■« » exoeedingly displeased at bis 
baving been exposed to such agttation, 
althoug^ the. General sorrowfuUy assured 
him it was from a circumstance of the 
most gratifying natiue, angrily cleared 
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the room of evcry person but the nurse j 
and, sending the General himself down 
siairs in his penitehtials, he ordered the 
Windows to be darkened, and positively 
forbade all visitors, or even the sound of 
voices, nearhis apartment. Quiet, en- 
tire quiet, "was arbitrarily insisted on^^ 
and Montague implicitly complied with 
his injunctions. This ample leisure was 
congenial to his mind, and amidst. the 
silence wHich now enveloped him, he 
calmly endeavoured ta still the beatings 
of his anxious heart, and passed these 
tranquil hours in mentaUy arranging the 
letter^ which, as sooii as it was permitted 
him, he addressed to Lady Carloraine. 

For myself, I vainly tried to compose 
my mind afler the perusal of this avowaL 
I strove to (collect my scattered thoughts 
without avail, and dreading the scru« 
tinizing looks of flie Aylmers, I excused 
{nyself from dinner. Jh the evening, I 
knew that I must inevitably meet Mon« 
tague. I ielt also, tbat every thought 
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of my heart was become known to Ikun, 
and I wanted courage to encounter the 
tender glance that now awaited me; 
certain^ however, that if I statd in my 
aj^artment all day, the intenaeW must, 
nottvithstanding, at last take place, I 
summoned a sort of desperate resölution 
to my aid^ and, whilst they were still in 
the dining-room^ ventured down stairs. 

Mrs. Ayltner was the aceredited Lady 
Bouatifiil of the ^vicinity. She perso- 
nally superintended the preparation^ as 
well as distribution, of her bounty to 
her humble neighboitrs; and the day 
being unusuaUy &vourable, she ordered 
all hands into the garden, to gather 
roses fbr her still-room« Her nieces ran 
fbr their garden bonnets. Mrs. Aylmer, 
and the General, with Lady Carlöräine 
upon his arm, were already in Ae walk, 
and I was busily seeking my pärasol, 
whicfa I had somewhere mislaid, when 
the door ppened, and Montague walked 
into the room. I feit as if rooted to the 
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spot; transfixed by his suddea appear- 
ance, I wanted power to move a step j 
my courage faUed me, and I tresabled 
like a leaf, wfaen Montague, bis laild 
eyes beaaÜDg wiih iiieffable a&ction^ 
approacbed me, and grasped my bacid 
yffith graeefiil teoderness ; Ibi: an instant 
neiäter of us uUered a sylkble» hia in* 
tejUigrat eyea alone spoke tbe ieelings of 
bis SDid } but at lengtb» softly articu- 
latiog) ^^ i72j^ dem FrancAs r be drew 
«)e gently tQ bis heairt» and, entiraly 
Qverpowewd by emotion and aorprise^ I 
bid>my^ßife on: Im sboulder, and burst 
i^to taarsn. Next to tbe moment wbkh 
baa sine» unUed our destiny» thia, was» 
vnquißs^nably, tbe happiest of my lue; 
and» ereil at tbis distant period» my 
eyes glisten with tears at tbe endearing 
recoIlectioD* This interesting interview 
lasted a considerable time \ but» at length^ 
we ?emembered our friends in tbe 
garden. Montague was still extremely 
weak^ bi^ languid frame could with diffi- 
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cvltj sustain itsdf, fis, suppoiteä bj mj 
arm^ he, for fhe first time, entered the 
garden. The Aylmers were busy 
amoDgst "die rose-bushes, at a dtstance ; 
but they no sooner perceived hhn in the 
walk, äian, almosrt shontmg wräi aur- 
ptise, tbey instantly joined ns. Mr9. 
Ayfaoer, aware of €be presenrt atate d£ 
oor ftelings, fK>ofi hastened fiiem back 
«e iffaeir 'tafik, and -consigning bef inter- 
eattBg ttivsftid te my pecufiar care, wb 
walked 'i^wly Totmd the lawu, tili we 
«imte sammoned in totea. 

fiiöm tliia hour, all unnecessary reserve 
^as m an «üd. MoiMagiie already knew 
libiltitiiy «xiatence faung on %is ^dfare, 
maA ^äisgiMty m this instatice» ^m>üld 
tocre tttnoontcä to dissimulation ; I dis- 
Ameid w^n^^tßkctitix) hitn, and never 
inttbe itabit^^rming romantic female 
fisraAiAi^s^ he ^pmgresbively 'became f he 
«h0Ma ifisenfl ef my Iteaft, ^nd ^a fortr 
»iglM/, a defighfföl ibrttti|^ iied, in tlie 
liappiettiätercottnetx^^ re» 
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gard; a r^ard founded solely pn priMbi- 
ples» where 

** Perfeet eiteemi and lympathy of lool, 
Thoocht iMctbiglhoiiiliI» and bowdleii oonfidence, 
Still rcndered love aecare.'* 

• • • -* 

Lady- Carloraine tat scarcdy less 
happy tban myself ; ftom the first hoar 
of our acquaintance, she had considered 
Montägue üs a model pf human per^ 
fection, and she now sang fbrth his praises 
without reserve: she ahready regarded 
him as the son pf her proudest hopes, and 
certain that the explanation, to whicb 
in alltheir conversations he had änxi^ 
ously aUuded, could only redound to 
liis honour^ she positively prohibited 
all mention of it until bis bealtb ahonld 
be suiKciently restored to try the pure 
air of Devönshire, whither it was shorti^ 
aettied he sbpuld accpmpany the Gene- 
xal, and Mrs. Aylmer, for a few weeka 
during the summen All thoughts pf 
joining big r^iment were for the present 
laid aside i for myself» completely happy 


- * 
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In the endearing privilege, now exclu- 
sively mine, of being ever at his aide, 
and administering to his comfort, of 
supporting him upon my arm, as we 
slowly strolled about the gardens^ or of 
soothing his languid hours by the sweet* 
est strains of my neglected harp, I feit 
not a wish be^ond it. I had no desire 
to expedite the disclosure he so anxi- 
ously wished to enter upon ; and whoUy 
content with his regardy Montague, un« 
possessed of the brilliant attributes 
which even then adorned his name, 
would still have been the objept of my 
heart's proudest selection. 

** Mine was the joy his hopes mnd feari to ihare, 
To Matter roset round the brow of care t 
To sooth with cbeerioi; smileshis honn of woe, 
Aod bid affection's torch for efer {low.'* 

But Montague was still not the gifted 
hero of romance ! In these . days of 
early courtship, he neither poured fbrth 
the sorrows of his soul in soft sonnets, or 
elc^wtly enacted the ^^ sighing Romeo'* 


• s 
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et my feet, hvä: dtsdaining the affectatioa 
of mawkish fondoessy be invariablj pre« 
servad the manly dignity of his charaoter. 
Glorying in im paiftial approbation» I 
desired only to 4eseroe it \ and dreading 
lest, upoA more matured acquaintance« 
I siiould idiik in bis estimation» I hourly 
studied to improve^ where I even &ncied 
nyself defbctive. 

Airhott tifnM ^et this bappy ec/^ir* 
i^mement bad taken place, Lady Ayimer> 
probably lean»Bg from ber daugbters 
diat all bopes of success in 1/beir designs 
npon Montagne were at an end, sent 
for the young ladies to accompatiy ber 
to Cbeltenham ; and, left more to our- 
selves, \ve8careely percdved, muoh less 
regretted, their absence. Time bowever 
wore away; and Lord Rath&rnham's 
fiunily, having in the interim arriv^ in 
England, bad gonfe suddei^ty into York* 
dme, «I noeivaaag the intelUgence <tf 
LosdNortbällerton, Lady Ratbfarnham's 
fathsc^ibeing dangerously ill ; bnt, im ex- 
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pectation of their speedy return, Lady 
Carloraine feit unwilling to prolong cur 
Visit fartber, and at length fixed the day « 
fbr our departure into Devonshire. It 
had been prevtously agreed, that as soon 
as Montague could bear the Joürney 
our friends should rejoin us; fbr sea* 
bathing had been recommended as abso« 
lutely necessary for his perfect recovery ; 
and this promise reiterated, we at last 
bade them adieu. 

We travelled slowly upon account of 
Lady Carloraine ; but never did the fkco 
of nature wear such an interesting as<» 
pect! The season was delightful, and 
my bosom at peace ; and my mother, 
almost as enthusiastically attached to 
Montague as myself, fondly congratu- 
lated me on the possesston of his valued 
heart, and lookäd forward to our antici- 
pated happiness with delight. 
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CHAPtER Yin. 


^ Mgait «ad-bMrjr oVr the slopkig dale ^ 
TJie^^otbic ^bey reAr'd its scnlptiir^d towen.'' 

'< ^W^re j»ioii8 be&dfimeDy from tbe world retir'dy 
Id blissful visioni wiiii;M their eouU'to Heayen ) 
'Witb'fdfüi'e ffays their holj' transports firM, 
Tlie5^iiM|>t1lf*ir erriof days, snd «^«ffelbrgfvM.*' 

WiLTON Abbey, the matemal seat of 
iäSidy Carloraioe, had originally been a 
mooa&tei^ t>f the Cisterdan C>r4er ; bift 
haviog, i^{M»i the dissolution of religious 
houses aboot the year 15S9, duringthe 
reign of our £%hth Heiu'y, been grant- 
ed by Ihat xnoirarch to one of her Lady- 
ship's ancestor6, it had remained in the 
possesßion c^ ha descendants tili the 
{fpesent crisifi, a .period 6f (ifpwai^ds of 
260 years. It 'ii^s a venerable [gotlnc 
structure of the twelfth Century, situated 
upon a bold eminence, and proudly over- 
looking an extensive valley, which widen« 
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ix^g ioto distance imperöeptibfy lost it- 
seif in tjie park and plantations iwhich 
4HI eil ^es, but oa that towards cthe .sea» 
surronoded it ; 

" Majestic troods, of evcry vigoroas greeo, 
Stege-abcive-sAge, Wgh wayuig «VrCbeliiUSf 
Which to the far^iorizon wi4e diffiu*4 
Spread boundless, ^eep immensUy of shadc." 

And sQoping gradualiy down to the 
slMMPe, presented ß, üne view of itbe sea, 
^retchiqg along the coast of Devottj^me, 
ut a distance öf about a müe aod a iialf 
from tiie abbey« Tp this ,i)eaaft]fizl place 
I had ever been much attached. It had 
been tbe constant sesideoceof Lady Car- 
Ic^aine fhimi my years of e9fl?liest in&pcy ; 
and bere my mindhad h^&en irtrongly im^ 
-bued wfäi the purest'pftncipltts of inora« 
iity, and animated to . tiieir practice by 
the example of her suffedng v|rtue. In 
the neighbouribood of Wilton ;Abbcy, 
lady Carloraine'3 annual departure was 
invariäbly feit with regret;, and her retum 
iiailed with delight ; -for, ^contmry^ to the 

h2 
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habits of bur higher Orders of nobility, 
she did not bury herseif in the haughty 
seclusion of her stately residence, but 
kept up an occasional visiting intercourse 
ivith herneighbours ; amongstwhom how- 
ever, Dr. Grey, our old and valued ac- 
•quaintance, claimed the pre-eminence. 

This worthy divine held another valu- 
:aUe livingin the neighbourhood of Bath, 
ivhere he generally passed the winter 
xnonths ; but as duly äs the royal birth- 
day dispatched the wörld of fashion to 
the distant watering places, so duly it 
brought Dr. Grey back, to welcome his 
patroness. . Though at a distance from 
the gay. World, time rarely hung heavily 
upon our handsv and the casual engage- 
xnents which our accustomed inter- 
change of civüity gave birth to natur- 
ally occupied the first weeks after our 
return ; but about the beginning of Sep- 
tember we began to hope for our visitors. 
The journeydepending upon Montague's 
health, we were not apprized of the 
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exact day of their arrival; and I was 
one evening absent, as was some- 
times my habit, wandering amongst the 
cUiR that overhung the beach, when I 
fancied that I heard a voice familiär to 
my ear^ checking the shrill barking of a 
dög a& it bounded along the shore. I 
paused a iiiomieht ; but all again was 
still, except the echoes of the baying 
animal reverberating amongst the cli& ; 
and the evening drawing in, I was bend* 
ing mj Steps homeward, when suddenly 
turning round an angle of the rocks, at 
a Short distance from the Abbey, Mon- 
tague stood befbre me! I uttered an 
exclamation of joyful surprise, as placing^ 
my arm within his own he complained 
of my protracted absence. They had 
arrived a few minutes after my departure 
fbr a stroll ; and Montague having waited 
tili his patience was exhausted, inquired 
my usual route, and at length came in 
search of me himself. He had been wan- 
dering amongst the clifis för some time 
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before vre met ; and eager to welcome our 
beloved friends» we mended our pace, 
and sooa reached the abbey. 

Mrs. Ayloier and my mother had been 
oompanioüs from infkncy« She h^A pass- 
ed much of her earty life in occasional 
innAts in Devonsbif e, and to her all wa3 
of eoarse familiär ; but to the Geiieral^ 
iriKO, engaged by his mUitäry avocations, 
had never before been at the aibbey, 
&tery\itw was new and interesting ^ änd 
as he gB2»df wi£h admiration on tbe* 
beauty of thi6 stnrronndiog tecaery^ Ladgr 
Carloraine lidtened to hia remarks witb; 
the laudaUe pride of aücösCry glonring^ 
wdotmly round her healt ; Urhäsi I> otica«. 
jlied mostly witb Monfegue^ examined 
his ivan eountenaocife Miii aktrm^ and ati- 
xiottsly Questioned bim on the progress*of 
his recovery. The fine air of Devon- 
ähirc speedily accelerated it ; and by the 
time he had been with us a week, hia 
strength and colour visibly retiii*ned* 

In a raorning we went on short airings^ 
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to show our viditora every scene worth » 
tbeir notice in the neighbourhood. I» 
an evening, arm in arm, we stroUed 
leisurely about the park, t>r down to the 
Bhore, and Montague's health was daily 
isnproving under this regimen. One 
eveningy when we had rambied alone to 
a favourite seat amongst the efi%, he en- 
tered more fuUy into the subjeet, whicb 
had ]ong weighed so lieavtfy upon his 
mind, wA which, as he told me, shiee 
we partedat Ric^mend isnd he had fbund 
more leisure to refleet upoo it, hadf eost 
hißi many honrs of anxiety Biftä nneaah- 
ness. " The General,** said he eontina« 
ing the subject, ^^ has in part apprieed 
Lady Carloraine of the unpteasant ar- 
rangements I was necessitated to adopt 
on the death of my brother ; but with 
his mind more immediately filled by ex- 
isting circumstances, I almost fear that 
he has, neglected to inform her of their 
actual extent. Had I at that period en- 
tertained even the most distant presenti- 
nient of the feh'city reserved for me, I 
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* should undoubtedly have acted very di£- 
ferendy ; but convinced of the fallacy of 
my hopes with respect to yourself, and 
assured thät you were actually pledged 
to another, I fettered myself with en- 
gagements from >vhich I caiinot now 
escape. My brother's imprudence» and 
the seductions of evil example^ led him 
into excesses of which rational minds 
have no conception, and which I still 
shudder to think of . since they ended 
in the melancholy destruction of their 
victim ! Deeply involved in a career 
q£ dissipation, he encuitebered bis pro- 
perty to an amazing extent j and having 
lost the power, or at least the inclina« 
tion^ to reflect on his errors, he became 
the prey of every needy adventurer that 
chose to court his &vour, or revel in the 
spoils . of his property. At- seventeen 
the death of our father placed him in the 
unlimited possession of the Beauchamp 
estates, left to him unconditionally by 
the partiality of his grandmother* He 
had then recently entered at Cambridge, 
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and ^hile he remained there, his horse», 
his equipages» his entertainments, and 
his mistressesy added to every species of 
profusion that such a proiligdrte associa- 
tion could possibly devise, squandered 
away a fortune, which fbr ages had fonri- 
6dthe principal Support ofthe Beauchamp 
honourSy and when at one and twenty he 
came into the enjoyment of our &mily 
estates, he' was afaready invotved many 
thousandpoundsin debt. Naturallyimpe- 
tuous, his extravaganae knew nabounds ;- 
and disregarding the admonkions of his 
guardkns^ who tfll now bad pveserved 
some sort of atithority ovec him, he plung« 
ed deeper intanewschemesof dissipation, 
and the eecentricities^ not to say vices, 
rf wbiefa he was occasionally guilty, 
served tö^ astonish the most dashing and 
even the most daring of his contempora- 
ries. To the early lessons of Dr. Carlton ^ 
and the paternal cares of General Ayl- 
mer, I am alone indebted for my escape 
from the contagion of his example» and 

HS 
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never while I exist can I adequätely re- 
^Vf the Obligation ! I will pass over tbesQ 
yeais of erroi:/' contiaued Montftgue, 
" tod hasten to the period, when danger- 
öus indisposition restored him, thovigh 
too läte^ to the possession of his think- 
iog p&wers. Thm^ nor tili thed, did he 
begin io föd the follies of a life visibly 
Iiästening to its close^ and bitterly lameot*- 
ing thö course of vice in which he had 
persevei^edt he hourly iaaplored the par« 
don of his oifeoded 6od^ aqd besought 
Hie never io abandon him as long as life 
should be fipared to him. When I left 
England sotde few years betöre^ to 
make my^ first campa^n ander the com« 
mand of General Ayltner, Beauchamp 
then recently becooie Lord Montague» 
imi^, I jthink without exceptio^ one of 
the finest youths tfaat the light of heaven 
shone upoh! His %ure was etegance 
persohifred % his countdnance was sträc» 
ing; his very look w4s ^toquefit: biiit 
^hen^ foar years ofterw!»!^^ I r«tiirA«d 
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from Flanders, and beheld him the victim 
of intemperance and disease, ihe melanr 
choly change Struck ray heart witli agony, 
and I feit convinced tbat he was sinking 
ritpidly to his tomb. His fine form was 
become quite emaciated, his limbs wast* 
ed with sickness, and, mentally aliire to 
all the horrors of his Situation, he shrunk 
from the pity of his former dissolute 
assoeiates; and a lingering deeline afford- 
ing him ample leisure to make his peaee 
with Heaven, sincere repentaiice has, 
I fervently hope, expiated the errors oi 
his transient Hfe ! Had he hVed, I am 
persuaded that he would have totally ab* 
jüfed all intimacy with his ibrmer eon- 
. nexioDS, but his recovery was early pro- 
nounced impossible, and fiilly aware df 
this painful tnith, he passed the short 
interval that was yet -permitted him, m 
penitence and prayer. During this 
awful period I never left him : I watcfi- 
ed for weeks by his bed-sidfe, listening tö 
the agonizing seif aceusations of his re*- 
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morse, and never once quitted him tili 
his dissolation had taken place, and the 
last duties which he had solemnly re- 
quired from ine were faithfully per- 
formed. Beauchamp breathed his last in 
my arms." Montague paused : a slight 
struggle for a moroent impeded his 
utterance, but, brushing away the tears 
from his dimmed eye, he shortly pro« 
ceeded, whilst affected by his melancholy 
recital my tears flowed profusely. 

** My succession to the family ho* 
nours, and the incredible sums for 
which, as soon as his death became 
known, bills were hourly presented to 
me, rendered an immediate inspection 
into his affiiirs highly necessary. They 
were yet under examination, when I 
flew to London, to read my destiny in 
your reception of me. At this melan- 
choly crisis I learned the failure of all 
my hopes! Torn with prövious uneasi- 
ness, and smarting under the pangs of 
unlooked-for disappointraent, I shortly 
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retumed to Bath, and the professional 

scrutiny into Beauchamp's afiairs being 

ended, I learned with astonishment, 

that during the few years which he had 

held possession of the estates, he had 

entirely dissipated the immense fortune 

of his grandmother } and had actually 

died, at the early age of six and twenty, 

more than a hundred and forty thousand 

pounds in debt ! Distracted by my own 

private sufferings, and the embarrassing 

Situation I \^as then placed in as his 

successar, I sketched a hasty plan for 

the liquidation of his debts, and assign- 

ing over the entire rental of the estates^ 

tili their discharge should be completed, 

and which, computed from that period, 

will occupy the entire product for seven 

'years, I prepared to content myself, as 

I häd hitherto done, with the slender 

patrimony of a younger brotherj and 

my fleeting schemes of wedded happi- 

ness being entirely at an end, I directed 

my ageixt to break up the expensive 
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hausehold in Cavendi^ Square, and let 
the bouse upon a lease, tili the expira* 
tion of my pecuniary engagements. You, 
now that you are acquainted vfiih my 
actual Situation, may form some idea of 
my feelings, liehen I ibnnd how deeply 
I had been deceived ! General Aylmer, 
satisfied that our mutual happiness had 
been sacrificed to misconception, urged 
me to remove all doubts upon the sub- 
ject, by instantly stating the tnith, and 
affering myself to your acceptance ; and 
without perhaps sufficiently reflecting 
upon the consequences of this proceed- 
ing, I hare thoi^tlessly involved you, 
my Frances, in the erils cf my fate ; for 
<:ouI4 you at this moment be content to 
share it, i could not legally command 
even the hnmble hqme I might oäfer you/' 
Montagne ceased speaking« My tears 
streanied afiresh as he ooncluded, for qf 
the extent of his embarrassments I had 
not indeed been aware; and, dreading 
tkoihvag upon .earth so much $U3 i)ur 
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Separation, the painful prospect which 
bis communication exhibited entirely 
subdued me. Montague bung over me 
i^ith eicpressions of the tenderest afieo 
tion : he execrated the deception which 
had reduced us to this dilemma: and 
tbough he bitterly reproached himself 
fbr having involved me in the inconve«- 
niences of his destiny, bis brigbt eye 
beamed with transport at this unequivocal 
proof of my regard. Totally unhinged 
by our conversation, I added but little 
upon our return to the hilarity of the 
evening. At supper I sent my plate 
^ay untouched ; and Lady Carloraine 
readily discerning that sometbing had 
discomposed me, as sooa as the servants 
had retired> questiooed Montague as to 
its nature. He candidly informed her 
of the subject of our Conference, and 
earnestly entreated that she would allow 
him to explain it fully to herseif. On 
the f<Jlowiqg morning this explaoatioa 
took jßkce in the presence of the Gene* 
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ral ; and my mother, fiir more satiguine 
.than ourselves, saw his engagements in 
a light somewhat different« Mercenaiy 
as she knew Lord Carloraine to be be- 
yönd all doubt, she could not yet bring 
herseif to believe that, when the happi- 
ness of his ehild was to be the fbrfeit, he 
would hesitate for an instant what path 
to pursue. 

From the hour of my birth he had 
never yet parted with a Single guinea on 
my account ; and as he had, on former 
ocoasions, seemed desirous of establish- 
ing me according to my rank, she fi)ndly 
hoped that be ^ould come fbrward with 
alacrity now that such an eligible aUiahce 
had presented itself, and^ by portioning 
ine in a manner adequate to my birth, 
remove all obstruction to oiir uniom 
My mother's heart was deeply engaged 
in this scheme of tranquil happiness ; she 
fbrmed fairy plans of future comfbrt, 
and fondly arguing herseif into the be* 
lief that nothing would öccur to deraf^e 
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them, she flattered herseif fliat all would 
bappen as sbe wished/ and thus encou- 
raged me to hopes of brighter promise. 
Montague however was still uneasy. He 
could not divest himself of the fears 
which pervaded him^ or tranquillize his 
feelings whilst any doubts of Lord Car* 
loraine hung upon his mind. Our friends 
bad now been more than a month at the 
abbey; and during this period» the 
character of Montague bad gradually 
unfolded itself to my perfect knowledge» 
I studied his temper, bis babits, and bis 
opinions» with the most sedulous atten» 
tion, and the result of my Observation 
fixed bim möre strongly in my esteem« 
tlis manners were high, but interesting 
and impressive, though, from the habits 
of his profession, somewhat more lofty 
than might have been suited to an in- 
ferior Situation; and although on ordi« 
«ary occasions he preferred to sue, it 
was readily discovered that he had 
been born but to comipand. No man. 
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evea in his hi^piest hour^ dared venture 
upon an ill4imed liberty witb Lord 
Montague» but none need be appre- 
hensive of similar freedom from him \ 
yet, th€ easy grace with which he as« 
(iaiilated luoi^elf ta the understanding 
of tfaose ab^Mt bm sueeessfulLy removed 
that pauifiil coMetouaneas. of ia&dorityy 
whieh aJl persona muat occaikmalfy^feel, 
however r^cUHtly they may reqogiube 

gu€) WM gifted with estraor^aary povara 
^ penetvatiöa' ;. hia xsmk, adomtd. wkb 
the ficbeat treasiires of dasfiic edacatiom 
waa eminently capacioiia» and widely 
ftmbpaci&g every Ql:gjQct both cf local 
and national welfare, th« good of bis 
ixMiiCry seemed Itbe niling passnon of bis 
aeuJL Hts soittmenta were noble, and 
hti conversation even upon trivial sub* . 
jects instructive \ I liatencd to him with 
admiration ! I hung upon the ^^ honied 
mftetness^* of bis accents with deb'ght, 
fyt he ever gav^ to them the charm of 
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gracefiil elocüthHi» and, from his Ups^ 
even trifles became iateresting. In the 
important duties of bis profession he 
was active and indefatigable } personal 
inconveniences he had iavariably despis« 
ed, and his Constitution, thoujgh naturally 
Strang, had been early and hardly tried 
hy the^arduotts service on which he haid 
been engaged during his vabintary paF-^ 
tic^tion of a Conlkieutal campaigB. 
At ü peiiod lihü this^ then^ wken »titt 
siifiwiag uttder th^e sevöiitie» of it pi«iifv 
ful itidisposition, the . IüdA cai'es of all 
aorouBd ikok seemed doHUy graCefn) to 
Im heart, and be graf efully appreoiatedb 
the tnmqiitl comforts of a home, whero 
dbaoage of air, and the sober babita ot* 
domesttc rqgnlaiity» had mamfsstly ac- 
ceteraßed the progresa df his returning 
beidtb. To the hoiBe of kis hope^ 
Montague fondly led iny thoughts ; it 
formed an interesting subject of coover^ 
sation in our frequent raihbles upon the 
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sea-shore, and the tastefUl decoratioir 
with which he sometim^s aroused bim- 
self, by planning to embellish it for my 
reception, when the present embargo 
upon bis estates shoald expire, strengtb« 
ened the gratefal feeling of affection in 
my heart. ^ My mother bad already ap« 
prised Lord Clencorrie of this new link 
in her eaitbly chain* To the bigh 
cbaracter of Montague, though per- 
sonally unknown to bim, Lord Clen- 
corrie professed bimself no stranger» and, 
participating in our views of future bap« 
piness» he warmly congratulated me on 
tbis acknowledged addition to it. Pe- 
culiarly gratified by approbation so un- 
equivocally expressed , Montague could 
not bowever divest bimself of bis 
anxiety to secure that of Lord Car- 
loraine ; and my mother having tempted 
Mrs. Aylmer to prolong their stay ^an- 
other fortnight in Devonshire, he feit 
unable to endure a longer period of sus- 
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pense, and, taking a hasty leave of us, 
departed for Xondon ta present himself 
to my fiither. 

Lady Carloraine had long since drop- 
ped all correspondence with the Earl, 
but on this momentous occasion she re- 
vived it; and making Montague the 
foearer of her Communications to his 
Liordship, she annöunced the object of 
his journey, and warmly expatiating on 
his worth and expectation, besought 
him to exert himself in securing the 
happiness of his only child, by forward- 
ing an alliance in every respect so un- 
objectionable. She stated to the E^l 
our mutual anxiety for his approval, and 
implored him, as he valued the future 
peace of both partles, not to withhold 
it. Her letter was a master-piece of a£> 
fecting composition ; I shed tears of ten- 
der gratitude as she partly recited to 
me its Contents, and hoped, ardently 
hoped, that its effect upon my father 
might be propitious ! 


n 


lee WAItWICK CASXLE. 

t * 

MotüMgae reached Lcmdon the next 
^eireniiig^er^his departure, and on die 
foUowing morningsubmittediiisprQpQsals 
4d Lord Cailoraine, wfao happened üot 
to have left town, accon^nied l^ die 
&ittering recominendation of my^imothez, 
aad an eamest rennest fromiiiiasel^ ii^ 
tii^e &arl iirouid nane an^earlyiioiir £&t 
m personal dnterview upon the «isbject. 
AllfthBit day w) an&wer was x€turoed»- 
the second passed, ^eoA ^still neue ^wrived $ 
init on the morning «f the third, Mosi^ 
tague received a'short epistle from the 
£arl> apologbing^not h^vkig answered 
bis letterbefore, midt^ontaining^civii but 
positive rejedtion of his pr0{)d8als« Not 
tnore ^dtonisbed than burt at'the ladonic 
coldness of his -replj, Montague instant* 
ly addressed a ^recond^aad <more essplanä* 
toiy 'letter to him ; ^be endißavom^d >to 
ascertain the grounds of ^soch decided 
tfejection, iaiid tou^gechim to^n snter- 
view5'in'Which be stQl boped 'it migbt be 
possible to effeet a dbange m ^is ätä^^ 

1 


WARWICE CASXL6. 1^7 

mination, by convkiciiig him thftt the 
iiappiness af- all parties was avowedly at 
Btake. The £arl condesceiided to reply 
in a letter couched in terms neariy as 
concise as thc former, " That notwhh» 
Standing Lord Montague had been so 
fortunate as to possess himself of the 
previous approbation of Lady Carloraine^ 
lipon which he sincerely congratulated 
him, he nevertheless considered himself 
also as having some rigbt to claim a 
share in tbe disposal of his daughter^ 
and under that Impression having form- 
ed other views fi>r the ^eetablishment of 
Lady Frnnces Deflameve, he feit himself 
under the necessity cf again, and de- 
cidedly, declining tfae «^rediKMionr of 
bis Lord^iip's alKanee:'' 

Stongto thtf'soulby ^he 'insolent sar* 
casm of tlns r^ly, Mevrtagrre ^It &e 
- Hisappointmient 4>ut more'sfiFon^,%<om 
th^e uQGonsciöus iadulgenee dP those 
sangttine hepes« ^Imh my mother hau 
almoilt persuaöed us ^tö eatertsan. He 
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enclosed both the letters to Lady Car* 
loraine, accompanied by her affecting 
appeal to bis parental feelings, which 
the Ear! had contemptuously retumed 
vith bis last haugbty rejection, and 
pleaded the deranged State of bis feelings 
as an apology for bis present inability to 
comment upon it ; to me he professed 
himself unable to write tili bis thougbts 
were more coniposed» and he could bet- 
ter decide upon the plan it was njow pro- 
per to pursue. 

The General, deeply intere^ted in bis 
happiness, could not be prevailed on to 
stay a day after tbis intelligence was re- 
ceived, and leaving Mrs* Aylmer tp 
comfort US as well as she was able, be set 
out for London to a£ß>rd Montague the 
consolation of bis presence and ad vice. 
Lady Carloraine painfuUy affected by a 
circumstance which threatened the total 
annibilation of our brightest prospects, and 
irritated beyond bearing.by the conduct 
of Lord Carloraine, could not command 
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her feelings to speak of it with caliniiess ; 
and conviaced that bis rejection of Mon- 
tague's proposäls arose solely from their 
having been preViöusly approved of bjr 
herseif, she deeply i-esented bis barbarity 
in tbu$ wantonly sacrificing the peace 
of bis only child to tbe dictates of bis 
long cberisbed resentment against ber- 
self. Mrs. Aylmer, wbo detested Lord 
Carloraiiie, vented her batred of bim in 
terms still less temperate ; she branded 
hini withevery opprobriousepitbet tbat 
her imagination could devise, and stimu- 
lated my motber to new exertions for 
our future bappiness« For myself, Struck 
to the beart by this final blow to my 
hopes, I sunk at once under tbe pres« 
sure of the feelings that overwbelmed 
me ; I could not support even the com^ 
miserating sympathy of my motber or 
Mrs. Aylmer, and I fled from their 
Observation to solitude and despair!- 
Alarmed at tbe strength of sufiering un- 
der which she again bebeld me sinking^ 

VOL. I. I 
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Lady Carlorahi» once more called ex« 
€rtion to her aid, and ^riting to Locd 
Clenoonie, who was stiU at Lord IQbith- 
^llerton'fi seat in ¥oii;sfaire^ ahe demand- 
ed hffi immediate }M:esenoe at Wiltoa 
Aibey. Cloiicorrie loat no time in obey« 
lüg her hasty^ summens, and partly 
guessiBg its iroport, fae left Yorkgfaire 
vithout delay, and before the end of ihe 
weck joined ua at the abbey. Rejoiced 
at his prompt obedienoe to her wishes, 
my mother communtcated to bim every 
dizcunistance which had occurred: she 
energetically'iniplored bim to congider 
Montague as tbe brotber of his afiection» 
and demanded bis assistanoe for the re- 
storation of our comfort« Clencorrie« 
feelingly alive to the tender charities of 
Iwotfaerly-love, entered with alacrity into 
all her wishes, and proposed inslantly to 
set out for London accompanied by vtky 
mother, and in personal interview with 
Lord Carloraine, urge bim to retraet, or 
at least nccount ^r, his iilexplicable re« 
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jection of Lord Montague's proposals. — 
To bis plea of '* other mervs^'* luorä 
Clencorrie gwe little credence ; and bis 
explanatioH, which for reasons best 
known tö themselves he believed the 
Earl would scarcely dare to refuse him, 
he boped might eSect a change in cur 
£iVOur. 

This plan was no sooner resel ved itp-» 
on tban executed, and my mother, at* 
tended by Clencorrie, departed for Lon- 
don, leaving Mrs. Aylmer to console me 
in iheir absenee from the abbey. 

During this interval I was compelled 
to stifle my feelings, and exert myself 
into some sort of society for Mrs. 
Aylmer, and scarcely daring to look 
forward to any change in the determi- 
nation of Lord Carloraine, I was en- 
deavouriitg to reason myself into resig- 
nation to my fate ; when late one €ven-' 
ing, towards the end of the week, at the 
commencement of which ihey had quit* 
ed the abbey, just as we were preparing^ 
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to retire, a carrlage., with post-horses, 
drove hastly up to the door, and a mo- 
ment after Lady Carloraine^ accompanied 
by Montague and my brother, clasped 
me tenderly in her arms. 

In my mother's saddened countenance 
I read the total faiture of her embassy, 
and notwithstanding my lately assumed 
fortitude, I feit unable to articulate a 
syllable distinctly, lu^hile Montague 
pressed me silently to his heart. My 
mother reading my änxious looks, and 
readily comprehending my feelings^ soon 
put ä period to all suspense. 

My Frances/' said she steadily, 

from your fiither we have nothing to 
expect. As far as relates to Am, every 
thing is at an end ; do not however 
despiair, even yet all may be well.** 
But she could not a second time de- 
lüde me into this belief, and convinced 
that every prospect of earthly happiness 
was now for ever vanished, I sunk into 
a seat, the passive imi^e of despair! 
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Lady Carloraine, however, had not yet 
abatidoned all her hopes ; she knew that 
tili I became of age the Earl's power to 
prevent our marriage remained in füll 
force; but this interval would rapidly 
pass away^ and having ascertained in the 
interview which had tak^n place, and 
which she had then determined should 
be the last which in this life should pass 
between them, that Opposition to her 
wishes had been the sole cause of Mxm* 
tague's rejection^ she did not hesitate 
unequivocally tD declftre, that she would 
individually sanction our union by her 
presence, tfae moment I became eman« 
cipated from the tyranny of my unnatu- 
ral fathen 

The grand difficalty which arose in 
Opposition to this measure still remained 
unmoved; for, fettered with engage- 
ments for the liquidation of his brother's 
debts, some years must inevitably elapse 
before Mpntague could command an es- 
taUishment soited to his rank ; but here 
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Lord Clencorrie exhibited tbe markkig 
traite of his disposition, and, with all 
the high^souled generosity of his niaturid 
diaracter, he anxiously urged Moatague 
to accept from his friendship such pecu» 
niary assieftance as he might hereafter 
find neoessary. Geiler^ Ayfan^r had 
]>^eviouäly discussed the sdme subject 
with him ;. but^ gratefüUy apjuieciatiqg 
the value of their regaid, the noUe soui 
of Montage disdinned even the «hadow 
of d^etidance cq^oo/ another, tisad shranlf 
mth pain frdm thö bare^ ide» oft intei« 
fering. with< the munei^ous daittia df htai 
ClencoprieV vkkig fiimily, by thi» pMfl 
fered' participati6& in the prapeittj^ o£ hts 
friend ; he therefore gratefully,: th^gii 
firmly, deiiUtied tbe prop(f8al>. alt^oügh 
toy moth^r afid Gleneorrie repeatedly 
urged every argument they coidd devise 
to induee him to* yield to' tbis armnge» 
menty wben I should have eotaidefed 
roy minority. "• I will not," said he, 
aie^tioilately takitig itiy bamly, as Lady^ 
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Garloraine agaiti went over all het ai^u* 
ments iit vain— ** I will not insult Lady 
Frairces by the suppositiön of acHange ; 
8be cannot change ; I am coDvmced of 
her stabilitj, and I feel no doobts of her 
regard. — Circumstances occurting atr a 
ttme when I was utterly incapable of ä» 
cmon have i^nfortunately mvolved her^ 
as wdl as inyself, in a pamfiil predica. 
nciit.;! sfae will not höweirer ^seacd 
me^ hbwerer late l may elbbn m^ hiii)» 
pinesft — ^I atn^satisfied ihat sfae w31 nefe^f^ 
contmised he, földing hisf arm nJAindMOt 
übe spoke ; ^^ a tedioof probatfoiL imK^ 
pcecede my dearest bopes, bat my !Ffsigu 
ce8 will hold out to me a bright eiÄam^ 
of patieht fortitude; i^ wäl animaM^ 
me to exertiq^is fot cur lasting cofnföttf, 
and she will not eventuaüly withhold 
from me ray reward/' Fröm tfii« d^ci- 
{^ontfaere was no appeal; and, painfui 
as f^e protraction of our union to this 
distant period unquestionably wae tüo 
both, there was no alternative but to 
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submit to it with resignation« I had re* 
mained almost passive during this con» 
irenMition» but, having finally ascertaitied 
Montagoe's sentiments, bis determina- 
üon became mhie. — I resolved to sbape 
mj conduct in every respect to bis 
visbesy and, profesiuing my resolution to 
abide by bis decision, tbus deserve' tbe 
bappiness to wbich I once more dared to 
iook forward. This important point once 
aettled^ notbing now remained but to 
make a virtue of necessity, and submit 
to our fate with tbe best grace we could. 
Our Union, bowever distant, was finally 
resolved on ; and Montague, now fbndly 
considering me as tbe betrotbed partner 
of bis fate, passed tbe few days be was 
yet to stay in endeavouring to reconcile 
ine to tbe long Separation to wbich he 
considered it probable we were now 
doomed, frotn tbe circumstance of bis 
long protracted absence from bis regi* 
nent* 
, About a week afler their return from 
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London, Clencorrie, who in this sliort 
interval was become extremely partial 
to him, returned into Yorlishire ; and a 
few days afler his departure, Montägue, 
taking an affectionate leave of us, at- 
tended Mrs. Aylmer back to Ilicbmond» 
firom whence> as his health was now re- 
established, he went immediately to join 
his regiment in . the North« 
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tude sücceeded the depiirtu^e of om 
ftfendi; Lady Carloralne, Aom being 
latterly so muoh barassed by tfiefrtal su^ 
fering, became firequently indisposed. 
She had lost much of her former equa- 
nimity of disposition, and, being consti- 
tutionally nervous» even trivial occasions 
now agitated her with uneasiness : her 
spirits seemed quite broken ; her mind 
appeared to have lost its tone ; and I 
saw, with alariDy that this last painful 
trial of her feelings had materially in^ 
juredher health. She decltned by de- 
grees our fbrmer visiting connexion with 
the neighbouring families ; and unwil- 
lingly admitting any society but Dr. 
Grey , she indulged in a habit of solitude 
from which I vainly endeavoured to de- 
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taeh hftr, and we passed nearly the whole 
crfthis dreaty winter seduded and alonev 
The bare idea of removmg to IxmäofL 
oceasioned her much inquietüde, anA 
she shrunk with horror from the poss£* 
Ijüity of another meeting whh Lord €»• 
loraine. She had been affected mth i 
sort of flying gout during the winter, bot 
as the spring advanced I flattered my- 
,»df with its rem oval, and occasiöir^y 
tempted her out for short airings in a 
low carriage aboat the park. Tiöi6 
however elapsed, and her heahh visrWy 
growing worse, a total distäste to her 
fornrer habits ensued, and I feit ä 
motrrnfnl presentiment that she was 
hastening to her tomb. About thh 
period Montague obtained the commänd 
of the reginient in which he served j it 
%as theo remöved to Wmchester, aftd 
otrr solitude was occasionalty etiKireneä. 
by his Visits. Lord Clencofrle pfässed 
this interval itf I^elaftd. Highty pätriotic 
in his ceildcrct, as^ weü as hf^ opiäiotis^ 
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he invariably devoted some part of every 
year tct the personal superintendance of 
the interests of his Irish tenantry ; and 
having been so long absent on the Con- 
tinent, he had deemed it necessary to 
spend some months upon hh Connaught 
estate after his return ; and they had 
been residing during the spring months 
at Clencorrie, when Lady Carloraine, 
firmly convinced in her ovvn mind th^ a 
Short period would inevitably terminate 
the life of sufiering she had endured, be* 
came anxious for his retürn to England ; 
and Clencorrie, ever attentive to the 
slightest expression of her wishes^ came 
Immediately from Ireland, accompanied 
hy his Lady and her young family. 

Assujred that her departure was rapidly 
approaching, and aware that the im- 
mense distance between them preeluded 
all hope of her ever again beholding 
Fortescue, she composed her mind to 
this painful certainty with the strengest 
efibrtd of resignätlon, and tran9[uilly die- 
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tated that affecting farewell, which Clen- 
corrie, at her earnest desire^ afterwards 
transmitted to him at Madras. And 
now all her earthly consideration seemed 
to concentrate in me. As her increased 
danger became more evident^ and her 
dissolution appeared visibly drawing near, 
she had imbibed a notion, that Lord 
Carloj-aine, won upon by the force of 
her death^bed solicitations, would^ in 
compliance with her last wishes, retract 
his former rejection of Lord Montague, 
and calm her dying moments by con- 
senting to our union. This idea seemed 
to re-animate her slnking spirits; it 
usurped the sole possession of her ima- 
gination, and thoogb all around her 
were fully convinced of its fallacy, her 
earnest desire to continue long enough 
to make this last desperate effort for our 
happiness lent new vigour to her ex- 
hausted frame» and her anxiety for this 
interview, so ardently desired, but so 
unUkely to be successful, agitated her 
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lost ifiotnents with t^ niest ha^assiag 
inquietude. liord Clencorrie had eetrly 
apprized^ Lord Carlorakie of her indis^ 
Position and increasing danger; he had 
also diqfwitcbed the inteÜigence of it to 
Mobtague, nHio thti^ fyresiding on A 
oourt-OMHrtial, held upoii an officer of 
rank at Fortsmcmth was^ unavoidablj 
detamed tbere by the imperious änty of 
bis Situation. Btirt with the Earl it was 
fat different; and Lord Clencorrie» iti 
hourfy dread of her dissolution^ sent re- 
pieated expresses after him to expedtte 
the meeting» upon which all her eartUy 
hopes seemed to rest, and fbr whi^h she 
now langttished with the most torturing 
anxiety« För a time bis exertions 
seemed fruitless and nnavailing^ Lord 
Carloraine was no where to be feund; 
he bad quitted London^ and> as was fre- 
. qiiently the ease, bis beusehold were un- 
acqü^Ced with his roitte or destination. 
One gleam of sünshine, howeVer, dif- 
£a»ed itsetf o^er her parting monüents-; 
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fyt the pvoGCßdings df tlie court-mairtial^ 
upin whicfa lÜoirtagtte was sitting^ bekig 

fieeeisaijfy' sd^^^^^^^ ^^ 8^^^ *he deli» 
qU4i]£ tioie to prepave fi>r hisdefenee^ 
Mwitague seized this qpiiortuiiity to 
gvttify her demte of again bebolding 
him» and crossiog the cauntry as expe- 
lyitioilsly as possibie, he came to pass the 
ftw hofurs, thüs Stolen froai bk duty, bj 
tbe pilbm^ of the dying samt. In her last 
fiionieiits iby mothef sdlennly eonsigned 
me to his^ oare^ ^ Be her firiend» ber 
pröteot<ir, and her guide/^ säid she, as 
tsAile jotned our tremblü^ honds, but an 
instalit be£ore she died.r^WhiIst the 
brealh of Heaven yet Hhgertd upön her 
Ijps, fi^e t^emuloaslj breathed fortfa aa 
ärdent pr^y^t for our fnftüre hAppinesii^ 
And in tlie iliätering expressioa oTthis 
4!4lil4et höfef^ her gende spivit sooght 
^ amth^r and «u beittr ^oHd!'* 

Of the» mebmcboly boi»s>«diidi sue- 
^eedöd tfaift monrnfiil event^ jvu m&y 
Iß^fäbdUy form sotne Mkea^ ti9 99^1 too 
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have lost a mother ! Montague feit: out 
Io8s as deeply as oarselves: he had 
leamed to consider Lady Carloräine as a 
parent, in every sense of the word^ and 
the tear of manly sorrow rblled in silence 
down bis cbeek, arhe tenderly drew (ne 
fFom the awfiil scene of her departure; 
Lord Clencorrie, now becpme by the 
deäth of OUT mother £arl of Rathfarn«- 
ham, was inconsolable for her loss. The 
mother who in hü eyes had been the 
best of created beings waiä gone for 
ever! and, for a time, be appeared lost 
to every sentiment but despaii^. Monta- 
gue was shortly obliged to depart. Com* 
pelled by the high responsibility of bis 
Situation to tear himself away from us, 
he eamestly implored me to collect my 
fortitude, and submit with resigöatioH 
to our irretrievable loss 5 a loss whicb, 
in spite of all bis efibrts to repfress it, 
affected Lord Rathfarnham ev^n to the 
tenderness of female feelingl — He then 
bade us adieu, and, promisijag to retum 
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to U8 the moment he could disengage 
himself from the arduous duties which 
now claimed him^ he quitted the abbey» 
and returned to Portsmouth without 
delay. 


I • 


GHAPTER XI. 


TOWARDS the evening of the second 
day, after Lady Carloraine's dissoIutioD, 
and some hours afler Montague had de- 
partedy Lord Carloraine arrived.— r Un- 
kpowing where tö direct them, the nu- 
merous expresses whicn Lord Rathfam- 
ham had sent after him lay in London 
unattended to» but the last messenger 
having been indefatigable in his endea- 
vours to learn his route, had at last traced 
him to Newmarkety weither he had gone 
from the villa of a sporting friend in 
Cambridgeshire, and, foUowing him thi- 
ther with the utmost expedition, found 
his Lordship deeply engaged in the sci- 
entific bustle of an October Meeting. — 
FuUy apprized of the urgency of expe- 
dition, and assured that if he delayed 
Lady Carloraine might probably die be* 
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fore he coüld arnT^ey tfae Earl neverthep» 
less cbuld not pievail on himself to »a^ 
crifice bis interest to the wishes of his 
dying wife, or resist bis desire to aecer- 
tain the result of his speculation, be&)re 
he:set out on bis dreäry journej. — He 
hud made bete of sonie eoisrseqiinence, 
which as yet were de^endingy aml he 
could not tfaink o£ leavmg' Newmarket 
MiMMthesä af^inr >lim:e undboideld;: bot • 
tiie hsat maiOcb beaag^ «t kngtfti over^ aoi 
kovdngr tdpminated Gontrarjr ta bis exfSBO* 
tatutaiBi tfae eveM: €£ tiv0 mecrtäig went 
dboidiBdigr agamst bis bopai^ and teaving 
bnmi seitiedi0tBBänd» minuKki Usodxujla^ 
tBomsy ke Gursed bi» ill-hutk m a pas- 
solxysai' of disappoiutibeiit^ and^tiloo^r ing 
faimself into^ hiff tt^avellmg chaiaä, topk 
tfae road to Wiiton Abbey in a frame o£ 
ttanA somewbat lesS' amiable tfaan evoi 
bis U9ual dispositioti;-— 'Oh^ leaving Honi^ 
töti^ where he bad stopped to change 
hors^s^ he enton^fetöäy vnth amazement^ 
tbe äärriage df Lord MMffagae, tfaeiv oA 
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his return to Portsmouth.— -It was slowly 
ascendlng the brow of a steep hill, and 
Montague himself, whose person was 
«lightly known to him, was leaning fbr- 
ward on the window, and speaking to his 
outrid^r, when the EarPs cbariot and 
four drove rapidly past him, and furiously 
rattled down the bottom of the hill. — 
Their recognition was instäntaneous and 
snütualy and the Earl reached the Abbey 
with his ill-humoor proportionably in- 
creased by the evidence> which ihis 
circumstance accidentally conveyed, of 
Möntague's connexion with the family 
being unbroken. Lord Rathfamham» ir- 
ritated by his unfeellng conduet, met 
bim coldly upon the staircase when he 
arrived ; but the traces of recent sorrow 
upon his countenance recalling the Earl 
to the recoUection of the visible want 
of it on his own, he endeavoured to 
supply its place by its immediate affec« 
tation. With abundanee of lamentation 
he expressed bis sincere regret that tbe 
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news of Lady Carldraine's danger had 
not reached him earjier, and earnesüy 

k 

requesting that he might be immediately 
9howa to :her apart^ieot« Lord Rath- 
fitrflhain^ disgusted with his > hypocrisy, 
and pjerhaps unable to reply, motioned 
in silence to an attendant waiting in the 
gallery, who, throwing open the door of 
an adjoining Chamber^ discovered the 
apartment, hang with black» aüd dimly 
illuminated, with the body of Lady Car- 
loraine lying in State, and surrounded 
with all the insignia of fnneral magnifi*^ 
cence! At this moment the most im* 
placable of his enemies mnst have pitied 
the stricken Earl, startled out of his 
usual self-possession, and, for an instant» 
horror-struck at this awful vision, he 
staggered from the door, and reeling a 
few paces, sunkinto a chair, and covered 
his face with his hands, while his whole 
frame shookwith theviolence ofintern^d 
agitation. This strong feeling^ however, 
seemed but momentary ; habit» invinci- 
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ble habit» resumed its dommioa over his 
soul) and indignantiy dashiiig awaj ihe 
soddeii tear&om b^ »ey^^ he ^omposed 
his ooutttenance to ka «ustomaiy expres- 
sion, and descended to tbe breakfiist 
Toom, whither lu&rd Rathfarnham had 
bastened to appiize us ö£ his arrival, ap- 
parently re-assured^ but secretly burning 
with Fesentment for tbe shock to M4iieh 
hß had been exposed. 

Lady Rathfemham, naturally entering 
into the outraged feelkigs of her Lord, 
received him with an air of distant con- 
descension. Lord Ratfafarnham himself 
preserved a haughty «üenee, and ibr 
myself, absorbed in sorrow, after the first 
sälutatioH I wept witbout f^eserve. 

The £arl, «Iready irfitated by his re- 
oent terror, soon began to find this tfiftal 
silence -exceeffing irksome, aiid Lady 
Rathfamham feeling the awkwardness of 
his Situation, thongh ^vidently doing vio- 
lenoe to her inclinatioiH addressed some 
i^ght observationa to him, v^hich served 
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to relieve him from tlie^ndmrrasamg pre- 
dicament in wiüch tfais dearth af conver- 
sation involved l^im, witibout however 
calming his internal anger. Some tri- 
viaf Observation respecting his joumej 
recalled MotUague to his recollection^ 
and fixing his stern eye upon me, with a 
look of interrogaticm that made me trem- 
ble, ^^ I met a carriage with the arnos i^f 
Montague upon it/' said Jie» ^^ and evi- 
dently from hence.^' 

^< You met Lord Montague himaelf 
Ihen/' fiercdy answered Lord Rath<- 
famham, fbr the first time breaking si^ 
lence, " and certainly from hencei^-^ 

^ I guessed sol*' exclaimed the'^'Sai^ 
^^ I guessed so, — ^but at a tnrisis like 
thiBj* added he sarcastically, ^^his tender 
tales might have been dispensed with } 
at a moment like thisyhis intrusion mi^t 
have been spared/' 

Lord Rathfarnham cbecked the ^ery 
ebuUition bursting from .bis lips, and r^ 
garding him for an instant with a look of 
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proud defiance.*~^^ Under my roof Lord 
Carloraine/' answered he, " Lord Mon- 
tague is no intruder. — ^In every house of 
which / am the master, Montague is a 
welcome guesL" ^ 

** I thank you, my Lord! I thank 
youP' exclaimed the £arl, with eyes 
flashing fire, ^^ but the inalnuation might 
have been spared— into ainy house of 
which you are the master I shall not 
again intrude ; and nothing, nbthing upon 
earth, but my respect for the dear object 
that brought me hither now detains me 
in this.'* 

" Liar, hypocrite! damnable hypo- 
crite !*' raved the enraged Rathfarnhani, 
thrown completely off his guard by the 
glaring. falshood of this assertion ; '' you, 
who for the paltry profits of a hofse race 
deserted your dying wife! you spared 
yourself a scene that Montague flew to 
share.— Yes, monster ! he received her 
parting blessing ! Hc saw the angel d\t /'' 
Naturally choleric, and now roused 
6 


^. 
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almost :to madness, Lord Rathflurnham 
could not restrain his pas&ion; and hparse 
with rage, he roared the ttinging . sen- 
tence in his ears» whilst the Coioütess, 
terrifiecj at hisi yiolenceji and dreading 
le^t the storm which still struggt«d upon 
his lips shoulU burst forth wiibh a fury 
particularly indecent whilst the unburied 
form o£ ;his moth^r yet fested under the 
roofi seized him by the arn^, and partly 
by force, iningled with entreaties, led, 
or rather draggßd him out pf the room» 
Sbe returaed/ hQwever almost imme- 
diately ; for Lord Rathiamham, subdued 
by the violence of his emotion the in* 
stant he had lost sight of the object 
which had e:^cited it, burst into a pas- 
sion of teara over the insulted memory 
of his mother^ and drove her back to 
the breakfast-Foom. lest in the interim 
Lord Carloraine should break the vio- 
lence of his resentment upon me« But 
the £arl did not so far commit Iiimself. 
His feelings^ whatever they might be, 
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tv^^re *too mBch iinAer commundtohe^o 
öpeiily t>etmyed, and tue exliibition af a 
iiTMinfh^uäl to Loid Raf^&mham'« ht 
weviä have obmidered as a degradadoni 
SMMit diagrao^ßil to hia cbaracter. 

'NetivA^tonding fbe turbkileiit scMe 
wliith had jüsftpassed^the Karl f^esierved 
an 4ippearaii«e of dlmost matcbless x^om- 
posur«, though with bis bandkerchief to 
bis ejes be at iatervsils seemed to be 
struggKng to sübdue bis fe^ifigs, a pieee 
of ^cütig wMehXady lUäl^rftham c'oa- 
templated ^ith ä eouiitenaiice ntpongly 
mdieative trf* cofit^mpt. She ^wM 
searerfy restraiü her «est iadignänt ex- 
pression of k, whllst 1, long since as- 
sured of bis total indiftrence to all tbat 
concemed wy ^dcparted raother, wit- 
ttessed this dispfey with «oraewhat less 
strrprise. ^lis -Lordahip complamed -of 
fetigue, ' bavtng, ^s he said, tr avelled 'a 
dajr andfii^.withoitt'intetTnisdion,'and 
expressmg a desrire' tor repose, vLa<fy 
Rathfe«tfham/rang*to wder «p what Te-^ 
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freshment he chose, and directing a 
Chamber to be prepared for him, he re- 
tired to sieep for a few hours before 
evening. At tea-time the Eari rejoined 
US, but fixed in bis detörmihatiön not to 
meet him again while hc meant to stay 
at the Abbev Lord Rathfarriham didnot 
appear,- but passed the whole of the 
evening in the übpapy alone. Little 
coiiversation passed tili the supper hour 
arrived, for 'Lady Rathfarnham detestin^ 
bis hypocrisy spoke less thali usual. H<jr 
manners, though perfectly polite, \vore 
an air of cold constf äint which he could 
not but feel embarrassing ; and his Lord- 
ship, disgusted with sbciety iso uncoHge- 
nial to his taste, and completely Weary 
of the character he had fhpught it proper 
to assurae, waited orily tili the btitler had 
placed the Chamber Jights oh jthe side- 
bosird, ere fising from his seät, and ad- 
dressing L^dy Ratfi.farnham, he^ said, 
** From some information. Madäm.tvhich 
I have gained this evening, I findthäf* 
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the necessary preparations far a certaia 
melancholy event are already nearly conir 
pleted/' He was proceeding, when the 
Countess provoked at bis cautious de- 
licacy in all avoidance of my mothei^s 
name, interrupted him— " Your Lord- 
ship, I presume, alludes to Lady Carlo- 
raine's interment ?" He bowed. " I un- 
^erstand that every preparatidn is already 
gone forward'witb, my interference tbere- 
fore is perfectly unaecessary, and possi- 
bly undesir^d. I lament our unbappy 
loss most deeply } upop my daughter's ac- 
eount I feel it particularly distressitig ; 
but as I shall ever continue the same an- 
xious care which I bave hitherto manip 
fested, it is not to hcvy perhaps, as to 
rne, altpgether irretrievable. For my- 
self) Madan), I can only say, that long 
since aware of the unfortunate irasci- 
bility of Lord Rathfarnham's disposition 
I shall attribute the insult I have this 
day xeceived to the irritable State of 
Jbis present feelings^ and confiding in 
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his due attention to ctiquette, in the 
arrangement of the solemn ceretnonial 
which must now shortly take place, I 
shall decHne all interference in his plans, 
leaving the aüair solely to his Lordship's 
direction ) and as my presence here can 
be but of little use, I shall to morroMr 
take my leave.'* 

To this pompous harangue Lady 

Rathfarnham deignednoreply; shebow- 

ed assentingly as he concluded, and the 

Earl, somewhat mortified by the chilling^ 

statelinös» of her deportment, lighted his 

taper to fetire ta his apartment. Lady 

Rathfarnham did not entreat his longer 

stay ; she curtsied in perfect silence, as 

Bis Lordship, approaehing her with true 

Ghesterfield politeness, gracefuHy saluted 

tlie extremities of her fingers y then coldly 

touching my cheek, he expressed a sort 

of indistinct hope of soon seeing ine in 

town, and ringing for his vakt, betoofc 

himself to his bed-chamber. His reced-- 

mg Steps yefc reverberated otf the^ stairw 
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case, when Lord RathfaFnham exnerged 
jfrom the solitude in which he had bxiried 
himself during the evening, and with 
honest detestatioh of his duplicity vent^ 
cd bis heart-burnings in a bitter curäe^. 
US Uie Countess contejoiptuously recount» 
ed the courtly degance of hij» &rewdL 

At day-break I heard the Earl's 
chariet roll from the door, and relieved 
from the restraint Tvhich bis presence 
had imposed upon us» we passed the day 
in melancholy refleetion, but in far more 
comfort than during the periodof his stay. 
The remains of Lady Carloraine läy in 
State at Wiltoa Abbey during the first 
week after her decease : but at the com- 
mencement of the second they were 
9ent off with more than customary splen- 
dour^ on th^ road to Ireland, for inter- 
menty agreeably to her own desire, , in* 
the family burying^place of her ancestors* 
Lord Rathikrnbam spaf ed no expense in^ 
this melancholy duty, and regard* for bis 
mother having, in Opposition to the 


WARWICK CASTLE, 


199 


practice generally adopted, called forth 
this now somewhat singular mark of re- 
spect, he depf^rte^^ accompanied by Dr. 
Grey, to attend her himself to the silent 
mansions of the tomb. 


CHAPTER XIL 

JL HE death of Lady Carloraine having 
aaturally occasioned many alterations in 
the Devonshire establishment, Lord 
Rath&mham's residence at the Abbey 
for some months became indispensable. 
We continued there during the autumn ; 
but the accouchement of the Countess 
being expected soon after Christmas, the 
latter end of December the family re- 
xnoved to London. It was late in the 
evening of a dreary day when we reach- 
ed town j and fatigued wjth the journey, 
I contented myself with writing a note 
to apprize Lord Carloraine of my arrival, 
^ and deferred my removal to Grosvenor 
Square tili the next day. At an early 
hour in the evening the EarPs carriage 
arrived for me, and Lady Rathfarnham 
having claimed a promise of all the 
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time I could spare during her confine«' 
ment, I took my leave of her^ after a 
sojourn of some months in her afiec- 
tionate society. 

Lord Carloraine was from home wheti 
I reached Grosvenor Square; but i 
ibund that he had given Orders to- pre- 
pare for my reception, and I once more 
töok possession of my former suite of 
apartmentSi I saw him on the following 
morning, and in this interview I fancied 
that he treated me with more attention 
l^ianlhad y et received from him, except 
during the short-lived splendöur of my en- 
tree into the beau-monde. In -the course 
of our conversation ' he töok oecasion 
to inform me, that all objections to itd 
propriety bemg now removed^ he shoutd, 
for the present at least, expect me to 
preside over his household, and ■ that he 
feit little doubt, but that the evil iirrpres- 
Sions I had been encouraged to enter-^ 
tain of him« would now speedily wear 
away; and that as I must ultimatelybe' 
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6onvinced df the efrors I had beeil led^ 
ifito by the reprehenstble coaductöf Lady 
Carloraiii« towards himeelf» he shcmld 
for the future rely upon the exercise of 
my duty taä obeüenee. The last of these 
äxpressioQs he marked with peeuliaf 
emphasis ; and although I did not ät the 
instant comprehend the exact nature of 
the " obedience** which he required, I 
determined to take hia meaning in a 
general i^ense^ and conscientiously fo di&h 
Charge what I conceived to be my duty to- 
wards him^Without entering into anylogi- 
cal defihition of hts Lordship's expecta- 
tions. His con&lent assertion of my 
prejudices being shortly to be removed^ 
I languished to fiYid realized : it was to 
be " wished, and hoped^ büt scarce be- 
lieved j '* fbr my knowledge of hiö real 
charactei^, and my perfect convictiön of 
the undelviating System of deceit which 
had invarkbly marked every action öf 
his life that had as yet come within my 
knowledge, left me but Iiftl6 roem to 
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hope &T the accomplishmeiit of hi«( pro« 
phecy, and notwithstandrtig ^s flmi^ry 
vapouriiig, I still remained 9ateewbält ifi^ 
credulous as'to its fbMlmieiit* IdetJ^« 
läined haweVer to accommodaite myseM* 
to his wishes as jfar as I ^j^bb äl^, eoii« 
sisteut witfa my own pri&dple$ of mofA 
rectitude ; and, receit)ring Mb overtures of 
uhanitnity \vith proportioi^ate i^espe^f , I 
eüdeavoured to acqiiit my$elf U^ hi^ satis^ 
£iction in the Situation it was now his 
pleasnre that I sboald assume« 

Lordr Carloraine saw a gfeaf deal of 
Company ; he seldcnti^ npon ahy ^mkm 
dttoed alone ; but hss eßgägenrr«^ äV this 
period were principally polificial, for ht 
hadlatteiiy beoomiecönii^tedwi^htbe 2^ 
inimrtration, andjßr^ttPlite'geiiferaleiiter^ 
taimfients kdse» i»^fe c^ii^Rd^f^i^nti^ 
<duded, thoqgh upoü *fiy Tesiinüvig t^f 
T^dence in Grcsvenor BqtMe, large pa(t 
ties of both sexes occadöüally f isHed hft 
table. His Lordship^ as I soöil learnt, 
speculatod largely Vfpan tlhe-tui-f; ätr^d 
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liis nämö not un'f requently made a eon^ 
qpicuaus %ure in the atmals o£ New- 
market. Such a variety of engagements 
naturally occadiötied a vaf iety of visitors 
aäso; and amongst some of these dissi* 
pfited connexiohs I shortly began to 
suspect tbät the Earl vfos endeavouring 
to establish me by märriage. Excesstvety 
shocked at the little delicacy which he 
had mani&sted in his foitner proceed* 
iQgs, I hiated to him^ as respectfully as 
I was able» a circumstance of this natura 
whtQh:had aecidentaUy readied my ears, 
ihrough the prämature boasting of one 
of jiis cJiQsen few; and aware from the 
manner in which bis Lördship recesved 
it, tbat' I had but little to expect from 
lik consideration of my f eelings, I deter- 
minedfto adopt a düscourägiog distanee 
towards. bis pvoAigate associates/wheti- 
ever I was necessitated to mingle in their 
gociety^ and by my own unbending hafoits 
of reserve (fiectuaUy discountenance 
every^ idea of my Joxowledge or partici^ 
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padon in his Lordship's designs. The 
passibility of itty eögagement ta Lord 
Montague tiever seemed to have pre- 
sented itself to his recoUection ; he did 
not appear to hsrve giventhe probability 
of it a Single thonght, and satisfied 
that he had completely talked me over to 
his will, he fancied tbat he had now only 
to sfgnify his pleafiure^ and lind it im- 
pliciily ob^6d; But my correspondence 
with Montagüe continned with increased 
regard. He was frequently in London, 
and in tbe intercourse of &shionable so^ 
ciety we often met unnoticed, though 
onr happiest hours, we mutually acknow- 
ledged, were those passed in Berkeley 
3quare. In the domestic circle of Lord 
Rathfarnham, where his worth was duly 
appreciated, Montague was ever re- 
ceived with the flattering. distinction of 
-private friendship; independent of tbe 
eonsideration due to our tneditated alli- 
ance> or to the rank which he now held 
in the public estimatiqu. In the ioteresl^ 
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ing Society of my brotfaer's fktoily^ I 
passed all my leisur« hours ; I devoted 
the tia>e whieh I could spare to Lady Rath- 
farnhtm^ aaid to this measuiis^ höwev^ 
fae dkliked it, Lord Garloraiiie eould 
firäme no objectiön ; though with respect 
to himself all connexiön with the fkmily 
was entirely at an etod. With the death 
of Lady Carlojraioe, aU intercourse had 
ceased Jfor the high soul of Lord B^aCb- 
&rnhain disdah^ed every speeies^ of ässo- 
eiaticm with the Earl, and if they »ow 
ever met» thoügh bot by accident in the 
puUic streets» not even the tribute of 
a pcussing bow marked any rec^pptition 
of their ibrmer near ebnnesion. My 
deep momraing for my niothe^ preve»ted 
me fi:ofl(^ tfppearing as much'in pubüe äs 
formerly; and Lady Kathfarnham's 
yoH^ nürl^ry confioing her prineipaUy 
at home, the wii^tefr paissed away impep- 
eäptibly v^ her cliarming soeiety, and the 
-perlod again returned for their annual 
Visit to Irdand^ opOn Y^Uch it had» beeil 
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ärran^d that I shodkl tkis summer ao- 
Company them. , 

Ireland had ever beeh inäxpreslsibfy 
dear to me : some of the happiest bours 
<^ my youth had been passed there ; and 
my mother, passionately attached to tbis 
early scene of her wedded happiness^ 
had not failed to inculcate iir the youth* 
fiil bosom of Lord Rathfanifaam an ar* 
dent veneraCion for the interests of bis 
nativ^ country, and that warm^hearted 
feöling of benevolence, so eminently 
conspicuous in the cbaractei^ of an Imh 
gentleknan. Lotd Carloraine had a house 
at Brightön, where» with some of hiis 
chosen friends, fae muaify passed th^ 
bathing season^ and to which he had this 
ftummer invited me ; but awak'e that the 
üts of decorum could be \mt loosely 
wora in stich a dissipaited assemblage as 
composed hiä private selection^ Monta- 
güe had expressed; independent of my 
own objections, his inviricible repug« 
Dance to m^ joiniüg ibe party. AcÖii>s« 
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tomed to consider all he said' and^ 
thought, as ** wisesfj virtnousest, dis-^ 
creetesty bestj*' l unconsciously Iboked 
up to him for his opinion on eveiy sub^ 
ject, and implicitly yielding to his superior 
jiudginent, I regulated my conduct in 
cvery instance by his ^ishes ; and, de- 
climng the invitation: of Lord Carloraine 
to accompany him to Brijgfaton, I passed 
the Summer with Lady Rathfarnham, in 
&r less questionabie society than I must 
inevitably have been exposed to at hi^ 
Lordship's favourite residence. 

In London, where I lived under hi» 
roof and presided at his table, his visitors 
had insensibly become more seleci^ 
thougfa still 1X1 many respects highly 
objectionablß ; but at Brighton, ^ere 
he lived: under no restraint, amd- gave 
a loose to thenaturalbentof his charac* 
ter, his connexions were not unfrequent* * 
ly profligate in the -extreme ; and of the 
splendour of hisj&e/rV soupers, BXid the 
briUiant achievements of his Baccha« 
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nalian partks, the newspapei's unsparin 
1 j afibrded confifmation. 

After the delightful sümmer of 1801, 

part c^ wbich Lord Montague had passed 

with US at Clencorrie, we returned to 

England for the winter. Our mourning 

was laid aside; and Lord Carlorsune, 

having been fortunate in his speculations 

at Newmarket, commenced the season 

with unusual ispirit and gaiety. He gave 

several grand entertainments during the 

winter, and ' upon some of these occa- 

sions he appeared more than (ioöimonly 

anxious respecting my personal embel- 

lishmerit ; ixe even coridescerided to lec- 

ture ,me upon. the arrangements of my 

dressj and once or tvvice, when a par- 

ticular individual was expected, to sug- 

gest alterations which I disdained to 

adopt. For a time I was at a loss^ tö 

discoverthe origin of this Bolicitude, 

but' my surprise üpon the subject was 

speedily at an end ; for in the pointed.at- 

tentions of a noble Duke, tben at the 
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acme of public estuaaatkxi^ I read tibe 
Solution of the Earrs extlraordihaty care. 
His Orace had iüsen^ly beoome in- 
cluded in all our parties» aod. was ad^ 
mitted enJamiUe hy im& Cxlerabi&s 
pairticulaff ordier ;. tbitay \Mh< iü piUbiut 
and ia privativ hB teaa CQiMtiufttlJ? ät my 
side> aad thid oiroumfitetKte gtving risä 
ta some oblique eoagratulatiosi, I begafei 
ta reflect with alatm on this tineasiness 
which the report of it mi^bt occasioii 
to Lord Montague» and I endeavoured 
to discouFage his evident partiality by 
assumiiig an appearaneö of total insen* 
sibility to it ; whilst Lord Carloraine» 
provoked at my indifference to the ad- 
vantage of this alliance, strove to coun<* 
teract its effects by his marked appro« 
l^tion of «the Düke's continued atten* 
tions. 

Compelied at length to determine 
ui)on some means of extricating myself 
from a pursuit which vras daily becom- 
ing more paiaful to me^ I resolved upön 
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Iiaving recourse to the generosity of the 
Duke himself ; and» upon one of those 
occasions whicli the Earl liberally a£- 
forded him for the purpose of urging 
bis regtrd» I ingenuousiy ii^ormed him 
of myactual' Situation^ and long; eng^ge- 
inent to McHitagw. Withr a grace 
pecuHeu^ly hi& own^ the Duke apologized 
fcMc the uneasiness^ he had so uBcon* 
sciously occasioned» and pained as he^ 
professed himBelf to be by the discovery 
of my previous attachment, he declared ' 
himself unable to persist in a pursuit 
ithich could in any shape interfere with 
the happiness of Lord Montague, of 
\7hose distinguished worth he avowed 
himself weU aware ; bat as some recom» 
pense fbr his resignation of all preten- 
sions to my favour, he demanded the 
continuance of our future fi^endship. 
Tö this request no possible objection 
could be made ; for, indepeadent of his 
rank, the supericMr delicaiey of his con«>^ 
duct on this occasion, added to the rare 
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and striklng endowments he was gifted 

with both by tiature and education, 

claimed my war^nest esteem ; and al- 

though his Grace could not immediately 

divest himself of the preferetice he had 

lattedy fihown to me, from this period he 

carefully abstained from all professions 

of his regard ; his Ups were inyariably 

sealed on the subject of his former af- 

fections» whilst Lord Carloraine» misled 

by the iticreised respect M^hich now that 

his hopes were extinguished I consider- 

ed due to the Duke, and ignorant of its 

real cause, witnessed our apparent good 

understanding with secret exultatiom 

His Grace, actuated by the purest prin- 

ciples of honour, breathed not a syllable 

of the explanation which hajc^ confiden- 

tially passed between us : and* Lord Car- 

Ipraine, giving the reins te his creative- 

ßincy, ah-eady saw in ihiagination the 

ducal' Coronet, of the- house of R — ^ 

proudly glittering on my bro w j when 

the early and lamented deatb of thisp 
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illustrious patron of exertions for the 
public .welfare unexpectedly crushed 
the ambitious hopes of the aspiring £arl, 
and plunged a whole nation into sorrow^ 
and bis near connexions in deapair ! 

A general sentiment of regr^t seemed 
to pervade all ranks upon tbis occasion : 
the magnitude of the public loss wa^ 
universally deplored, and a complimen- 
tary mousning amongst the higher das- 
sesof Society was in consequence partially 
adopted. But from this avowed tribute 
to bis memory I carefuUy abstained^ 
not from reluctance to show my respect 
£br bis acknowledged worth, but solely 
firom a principle of delicacy towards 
Lord • Montague ; for, dazzled by the 
brilliant prospects which this alliance 
had beld out to bim, Ix>rd Carloraine 
bad so openly encouraged the Duke's 
addresses, that I dreaded lest it should 
be believed that I also had approved of 
tbem, and I could not endure the idea, 
which it znight probably hereafter givo 
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birth.to, of Montague's hoMing in my 
heart but a secondary place. My non- 
compUance with this mark of public re- 
spect excited the Observation of the 
Earl, and angrily inquirittg into the 
cause, he signMed bis pleasure tiiat it 
should be immediately adopted ; but my 
ideas on this subject were so opposite to 
Lord Carloraine*s, that I could neither 
convey to bis bosom sentiments, tfae 
delicacy of which he was utterly incapa- 
ble öf feeling, or teach him to adcnow- 
ledge die sacredness of ^es which bis 
own heart had so notoriously disdained 
to recognize. Eager therefore to escape 
froin any farthet persecution ^om bis 
matrimaftial specülations» I seized this 
opportuiiity of entering ob the subject, 
and candidly apprized him of the en- 
gageipent which bound me indissolubly 
to Montägue ; an engag^ment sänctioned 
by thie dying bilessing öf my ,depaited 
parent, and confirmed by the certuin^ 
öf unaKenäble regard. I stäl shudder to 


1 
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remember the soene <^ viol^nce that 

sücceeded. Furious with rage, and in 

a paroxy8tn little short of madness, he 

dashed me from him upon the floor, and 

blasphemously cursing the haUowed me« 

mory of my sainted moAer, he vented 

his hatred of Montague in terms of the 

ttostimpious and, vindictive execration. 

jAJmost stiffening with horror I crept 

from his dr eadful presence, and shelter- 

iüg myself from his farther vengeance 

in the sitence of my own apärtment, 

I sterove in vain to cälm the agony of 

my mind, «nd rouse myself to some 

sense of recollection ; 'for a large and 

fitöhipnable diirner party» at whiehl must 

ioevitably preside, was to succeed the 

turbnlent moming of this miserable day. 

I coüld with dtfficulty command exer- 

tion to make the proper ehange in my 

appearance : my senses were confused, 

and my whole ß:ame nervous ftpjoa alarm j 

but indlspositian I daved «ot p^lead, and 

compelled to undergo this tryirig scene. 
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I at length ^escended to the drawing* 
room, though much later than usuaL 
Some of the party had previou$ly arrived ; 
Lord Carloraine was already there, and 
playicg his part with effect to the bril- 
liant assemblage that surrounded hioi« 
Sofltj smiling, and complaeevit, the couit- 
ly hyppcrite was *' faimself again/' and 
all traces of the past seemed to have 
vani«hed into air, But not so the re- 
ality ; for as, pale a,Qd still tremblii]^ 
from my recent agitation, I paused for 
an instant at the door to recall my fleet« 
ing courage, the observant Earl ap- 
proacbed me with a countenance decked 
in smiles, and secretly griping my band 
tili I was ready to shriek with agpny, 
<< curscßf not loud bnt dttp^^ issued from 
his closed ups as^ with his habitual air of 
gallantry, he gracefully led me to a chair« 

" Winnlng his c«rriage, every look 
Employ'd wbiUt it cooceard a hook i 
WheQ iinf lo moit» matt X% be fear'd § 
Moit crafty» irliea ao craft appcar'd i 
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His 4ales no man like him coald teil ; 
His words, whieh inelted as they feil, 
Migbt ev'eo a hypocrhe deceive. 
And make an iofidel believe.*' 

The triumph of deception was in this 
instance complete ! Theflowery elegance 
of his language« and the studied grace 
of his polished manners, had ever rcn- 
dered Lord Carlorairie a sort of favourite 
in Society j but his suavity was a veil 
worn only in the world, for though to 
the public eye he Was invariaWy the same, 
yet in his more private hours/ when 
his vigilance had been inadvertently 
" caught napping," he sometimes be- 
trayed that he could, upon öccasion, 
enact the tyrant with effect. Oppressed 
by sucli a tumult of emotion as now 
iilled my bosom, I could scarce com- 
mand my attention to the necessary 
ceremonies of the day, and lost in amaze- 
ment at the facility with which the Earl 
apparently buried all remembrance of 
the morning sccne in the sprightly chit- 

VOL* I* L 
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Chat of the dinner table, I regarded him 
with a mixture of astonishment and dis« 
iDay ; conspicuously opposed to him at 
table, and every instant exposed to the 
inexpressible annoyance ^of his ins^ting 
glance, a glow of almQst pardonable re- 
^ntment jushed into my cheeks, as I feit 
his satiric eye rest contemptnously on 
my countenance ; and stung^i^ito the en- 
viable superiority of conscious rectitude, 
I shuddered to .confess, even to my pwn 
heart, that at this instant I despised my 
father ! Gracious Heaven ! that such a 
sentiment should ever find e;^istence in 
the bosom of a child ! But Lord Car- 
loraine.Was no common character; he 
was a Compound of the most finished art, 
a flfiodel öf deception, past the power of 
language to delineate ! 


CHAPTER XIII. 

J ROM this memorable period Lord 
Carloraine seemed to have divested him- 
seif qf every particle qf concern for me. 
I Hved in his house, and I appeared in his 
parties wheh they happened to be such 
as I could mingle in with propriety ; I 
had the use also of one qf his carriagies 
during my winter residence in town; 
but I derived not another solitary ad? 
vantage from our aranity ; and, from the 
momefit that my engagement to ^ord 
Montague had been uneguivocally made 
known to him, he seemed to abandon 
me entirely to my fate. This total ab- 
dication qf his parental rights cost me 
many hours of bitter uneasiness; but 
wholly unaccustomed to the comforts of 
his affection, except when ambition or 
mterest excited its display, I sqon be- 
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came habituated to his indifference, and, 
satisfied with the increased regard of 
those whose approbation formed the 
proudest' triuniph of my life, I learned 
to submit without repining to the evils 
of his Lordship's displeasure. In tHis. 
manner time still elapsed, and the sea- 
sons duly revolved ; tili the death of poor 
old Dawson, the^ town housekeeper, oc- 
casioned a material alteration in our do- 
mestic affairs. She had been for some 
time in a declining State of health, but 
#10 immediate danger was apprehended, 
and I was as usual staying with the 
Kathfarnhams in Devonshire, when the 
intelligence of her death was ünexpect- 
edly announced. Mrs. Dawson had been 
a resident in Grosvenor Square from the 
period of Lady Carloraine*s marriage 
with the Earl, and, accustomed for many 
years to the sole management of the 
household, it appeared a difficult task to 
find a person of equal integrity to suc^ 
ceed her in this department j I wrdte 
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to Lord Carloraine, who was then at 
Brighton, for his directions oij the sub- 
ject, and at his express desire returned 
to town earlier than usual, for the pur- 
pose of selecting a proper person frorri 
the numerous applicants for her Situation» 
It was a post of much importance in the 
family, from its confidential duties ; and 
my choice was still unmade when the 
Steward of Lord Inglefield, a nobleman 
nearly related to Mrs. Aylmer, being 
unfortunately killed by a fall froni his 
horse, Lady Inglefield recommended his 
widaw as a person eminently qualified 
to fill the vacant Situation. Her hus- 
band had been a man of acknowledged 
probity, and having left a large family of 
children slenderly provided for, the con- 
sideration of its probable advantage to 
her, and the wish of obliging Mrs, Ayl- 
mer's friend, instantly decided me in roy 
election; and the gratefui letter I re- 
ceived from her, on my informing her of 
my compliance with Lady Inglefield'j5 
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recommendation^ still more powerfully 
interested me in her favour. A short 
time was requisite for her to tnake some 
previous arrangements, and settle her 
business in the country, the sudden 
death of her husband having left his 
afiairs in mach embarrassment, and to 
dispose of her little property and place 
her children at a suitable school. During 
this interval, bot after ' every thing was 
finally agreed on bot the exact day of her 
Coming to town, which I had unfor- 
tunately postponed on this account tili 
it suited her own convenience, Lord 
C^rloraine himself ärrived unexpectedly 
from Brighton. I lost no time in ap- 
prizing him of my success with Mrs. 
Brandon, and the arrangements I had 
inade for her entering on the duties of 
her Situation as eafly as possible ; but I 
feit neäriy petriiied with astonishment 
when he coldly informed me that he was 
sorry I had been so precipitate, that he 
had himself been fortunate enough to 
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meet with a Lady of very superior claims^ 
the wife of an officer then abroad in atr 
embarrassed Situation, who had hehn 
powerfiilly recommended to him by a 
particular friend, and tliat ht had in conv- 
sequence himself settled every thihg 
fbr her future residence in Grosvenor 
Square. I will not teil you that I re- 
ceived this informatiön mth silent Sub- 
mission to bis Lordship's choice ; for I 
strongly remonstrated with him lipon 
the impropriety of placing me in this 
awkward predicament with Mrs. Bran- 
dron, and her patroness Lady Inglefield. 
I represented the capricious light in 
which I must appear to both of them^ 
and urged the disappöintment of thö 
unfortunate widow, who had purposely 
dispoi^ed of all her property, and involved 
herseif in unnecessary expenses on this 
account, which she had now no means of 
answenng. Lord Carloraine was deaf to 
all the arguments I could use, and, im- 
inoveable in his determination, he gave 
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Orders with the inost perfect sang-froidj^ 
to prepare for the reception of Mrs. Sut- 
ton, for so she was called, without farther 
ceremony ; I was therefore under the 
immediate neccssity of apologizing to. 
Lady Inglefield for my apparent incon- 
sistence, and of communicating to Mrs. 
Brandon the disappointment which I had 
no means of avertipg ; but anxious to 
remedy the inconvenience in the best 
manner I was able, I requested her ac- 
ceptance of a present, trifling in its 
amount, but of as mach value as I could 
spare from my ow;n slender purse, whilst 
the mercenary habits of the Earl, from 
whom I had no allowance, left me my 
own QXpenses and the claims of my 
servants to satirfy. Resolved hovvever 
tp exert myself in her behalf, if any 
thing likely to be of srervice to her 
should fall within my knowledge, I conr 
tented myself for the present with as- 
suring her of my attention to her irir 
terests j and in return for my good 
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wishes, I received a letter of grateful 
thanks from her, which considerably in- 
creasing my previous high opinion, only 
added to my disappointment when Mrs. 
Sutton, the " lady of saperior clairas," 
took possessio!! of her Situation. 

I was at Richmond, passing a melan- 
choly week with Mrs. Ayhner, who had 
recently sustained a dreadful loss in the 
death of our lamented General, when 
this lady came to town, and consequent- 
ly did not see her for some days after she 
had taken up her residence in Grosvenor 
Sqiiare; but when. she was at length in- 
troduced to me, her appearan-ce by no 
meaas prepossessed me in. her favour, or 
reconciled me to the loss of our vener- 
able Dawson or Mrs. Brandon. It was 
my custom to breakfast in the library, 
' where I also usually passed the morning, 
and at this meal Lord Carloraine some- 
timesjoined me, when the excesses of the 
previous evening left him inclination or 
ability to rise early enough. I had be* 

L5 
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fore been informed of the arrival of Mrs. 
Skitton ; and wbilst we were at breakfäst, 
on the morning after my return, the 
Earl rang the bell, and requesting Mrs. 
Sutton would have the goodness to at- 
tend, he informed me, as before, that 
she was the wife of an officer, whom 
söme imprudent conduct kept abroad 
upon a distant Station, and after some 
flourishing and much circamlocütion, he 
binted that I might occasionally find her 
ah agreeable addition to our domesfic So- 
ciety. Mrs. Sutton shortly appeared ; she 
was a fine showy löoking womari about 
forty years of age, of an Amäzoiiiän sört 
of figure ; rälher masculine in her dress 
and air, arid with a sort öf repressed con- 
fildence in her manners; which to me ap- 
peared infinitely repulsiye. By no means 
so much charmed with the appearance of 
Ihis lady, as his Lordship evidently de- 
sired, I listened to his eloquent eulogium 
with respectful silence ; but as soon as 
he had eoncluded the ceremoäy of in- 
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troduction, and I had informed her froiri 
which of the servants she might obtain 
Hsts of thci different tradesmen whom we 
employed, and other raatters relative tö 
her department, I suffered her to with- 
dräw wkhout noticing or appearing to 
understarid the implied expiectation oF 
her stay, which the EarPs introductioh, 
and the lady's well arranged morning 
dress, had indirectly informed me wa^ 
expected. 

Provoked and disappointed by the civil ' 
hauteur of my behäviour, Lord Gär- 
loraine, the instant she had left the room, 
launehed forth into an elaborate pane- 
gyric on her iherits, accompäriied by 
a carefiil ehnmeration of her various 
ßtshionable acquirements, and concluded 
Kis harangue, during which as bcfore 1 
preserved a defrermined silehce, by 
hinting, in plainer terms, his wlsh for nie 
to accept of her Society wheri the äb- 
sence of other Company might render 
it rfesirable. Yön, who have befoi*e 
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doubtless heard rauch of Lord Carloraine 
from Fortescue, will be nevertheless 
surprised at his conduct in this pärticu-* 
lar instance ; for vfith all bis vaunted de- 
ference to propriety in his public charac« 
ter, you would scarcely deem it possible 
that, however careless he might be in bis 
private amours, he should yet venture to 
pursuc them under a roof where a 
daughter yet resided. The fact how- 
ever is certain, and though equally igno- 
rant of her former or present miscon- 
duct, at the first moment of Mrs. Sutton's 
introductionr to me, a vague sort of 
douht as to her respectability crossed 
my mind ; and an indescribable some- 
thing in his Lordship's look and manner, 
notwithstanding his apparent respectful 
demeanour, added to the suppressed ex« 
pression of her downcast eye, excited an 
unauthorised suspicion that she was not 
exactly the amiable unfortunate he had 
represented her. That she was what 
she afterwards proved, I had not how- 
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ever the mosf distant idea ; bat disliking 
the tout-ensemble of her appearance, I 
heard the Earl to an end \^ithout inter- 
ruption, and then simply answered, that 
I had too little leisure upon my hands to 
avail myself of any advantage from Mrs, 
Sutton's Society, and that as it was not 
possible for me to bring her forward as 
an associate for the friends who com- 
posed our visiting circle, I thought it 
most prudent to abandon the idea of 
it altogether; and hastening over my 
breakfast, I busied myself in marking in 
my tablets my engagements for the fol- 
, lowing week, and shortly after lef); his 
Lordship to his reilections» 

I readily discerned that Lord Carlo- 
raine was desirous of establishing Mrs* 
Sutton as a person of superior conse- 
quence in my opinion^ but an invincible 
repugnance to her counteracted all his e£^ 
forts ; andthough I invariably treated her 
with all the respect I believed to be due 
to her, I never held any coaversation with 
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her except upon sübjects incidehtal to her 
iBituation, and still preserving a civil dis- 
tänce of deiiortment, I effectually prfe- 
äluded any ftiture intnision. Fröm Nor- 
ris however I sobn learnt that, nbtwith- 
standirig my reserve, Lord Carloraine 
admitted her to the ütmost familiarity of 
association with himself ; and that when- 
ever it happehed that I was absent, Mrs. 
Sutton presided at his breakfast-table in 
the library ; and that although she neVer 
presümed to appear in üiy presence, she 
was the constant compahiön of his Lord- 
ship'ä leisure hbiirs, änd the Standing jfest 
bf the visitbrs In the iservants* hall. Coh- 
vinced that expo^ulatibn with the Earl 
Woüld be of no aväü^ I listeried to this 
confirmatioh of my ß)Tmer distrüst, if 
not withoüt pain, at least withöut com- 
ment: the indiscretion of a parent I 
considered as ä prohibited subject, and 
thoügh I could liot alwäys restrain the 
angry loquacity of pld Norris, whoi 
having grbwn üp from inftiity in the 
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family of Lady Carlöraine, ffelt excess-* 
ively scandalized by the present conduct 
of the Earl, I endeavoured to check all 
animadversion on it from other qaärters. 
Some months elapsed beforc I became 
füUy apprized of the extent of his liber- 
tine conduct, and it was not tili I re- 
turned from Windsor, where I had been 
passing a week with söme young friends 
iri the Easter holidays, that I feH myself 
cälled upon to act with m ore spirit and deci- 
sion than Ihadhithertödeemed necessary» 
Lady Iriglefield, who had been visit- 
ing iii the säme family, brought me tö 
towii ; ärtd having prcviously taken a slight 
böld, I feit mysöif so ihdisposed ön the 
next day, that intendiiig to nurse myseff 
for a private ball, to wtiich I was eh-r 
gaged the follöwing evening, I gave 
Orders to be denied to all visitors, and 
learning that nb Company was expected 
to dine, thß Earl having rode out early 
tö pay a distänt Visit, and ordered dinner 
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an hour later on tha^ aceount» I made 
little alteration in my dress, and did not 
go down stairs tili his Lordship was re- 
turned, and the last dinner bell had rung. 
The dishes were already on the table^ 
and you may guess my surprise and vex- 
atioD, when I found Lord Carloraine 
leaning over the back of a chair^ talking 
familiarly to Mrs- Sutton, who, attired 
witb unsuitable elegance, appeared as 
a guest, and evidently waiting for my ap- 
pearance. " Lady Frances," said my 
father, as I glanced at his companion 
with astonishment, ^^ Mrs. Sutton favours 
US with her Company, by my invitätion, 
and I flatter myself^ as you are indis- 
posed^ that her society will be found 
.agreeable.'^ As he said this, the Earl 
took my band to lead me to a seat, but 
roused at this unexpected insult» with all 
I had heard from Norris rushing into 
my mind> I instantly withdrew it. I at- 
terapted toreply, but the words faltered 
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on my Ups; and unable to repress my in- 
dignation, or articulate distinctly, I 
^bruptly quitted the room, and rushing 
up stairs, threw myself into a chair, 

• 

and burst into a passion of tears. The 

butler, by Lord Carloraine's order, 

reluctantly came to inquire if I chose to.. 

dine below, as bis Lordship and Mrs. 

Sutton waited for me. Irritated past 

bearing at this additional degradation^ 

I replied tö the inessage with more 

warmth probably than prudence, and 

the next morning sought an inter\'iew 

with the Earl, and indignantly remon- 

strated with him on his glaring breach of 

decorum, in endeavouring to compel me. 

to an association with Mrs. Sutton. With 

matchless command of countenance, he 

professed not to understand my allusions 

to her blemished character, although I 

had fully ascertained from Norris un- 

dpubted proofs of her erring conduct ; 

and calmly hearing me to an end, he then 

inquired if I had any thing fartber to say. 
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and cöoHy informed me " that as Mfs. 
Sutton would from thenceforttj honour 
his private table with her piresence, I 
was at perfect liberty to spare Irim mine, 
except at such times as my own strong 
sense of decorum rendered my appear- 
ance there necessary, ' On public days," 
he addöd, •* he should invariably cxpect 
ixiy attendance/' In pursuance of this 
Jütimatiön^ I fbr the future wholly de- 
efined dining at tfie EarPs table, except 
Äpon such occasiöns as necessarily ex- 
cluded Mrs. Suttou, who upon all others 
became his Lordship's domestic compä- 
fiion* During this interval I preserved 
the strictest secrecy respecting this whole 
afiair, and the unpleäsant alternative J 
was now reduced to, eveh to my brother's 
family. I also exacted a solemn pro- 
inise from both Norris and Baptiste, who 
having grown grey in the service of my 
mother were still retained in mine, of 
never naming, or even hinting, it to any 
part of the family in Berkeley Square j 
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aware if it once reäched the ears of 
Lord Rathfarnham, it would inevitably 
involve him iii another rupture with 
the Earl, a circumstance which as 
the daughter of one party, and the 
sister of the other, I dreäded in every 
i^häpe to encounter; and, whatever 
his private errors might be, I shrunk 
with horror froin the ideä of dragging 
his depravity forth to pubKc notice. 
üFrom Montague I was still more solicit^ 
ous tö conceal it ; fof glowing with In- 
dignation ät the repeated insult I had 
experienced, I knew that he would have 
instantly demanded the fulfilment of my 
mother^s dyihg wish, and insist upon our 
marriage taking place before he coüld 
command a home foc my reception, and 
thus involve himself in new embarrass- 
ments while his former ones were un- 
surmounted. 

The gallantries of Lord Carloraine in 
the fashionable World were no secretj 
his amours were as open as the sun at 
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noon day, but bis conduct in this in- 
stance yet remained unsuspected; fbr 
however unblushing bis effrontery might 
be in other respects, it was scarcely to 
be credited that, trampling down the ac- 
knowledged decencies of society, he 
should dare to make bis mistress the 
companion of bis cbild ! Such indeed 
was the actual truth : but as I sedulously 
avoided^ the sligbtest intimation of thia 
disjgracefui connexipn to any of my. 
friends, it still remained a secret to all. 
but our own household, untii particular 
circumstances, occurring some time after- 
wards, occasioned. a füll discovery of 
Lord Carloraine's depravity. Montague 
durihg this period was stationed with 
bis regiment at Exeter; and though 
our correspondence was. regularly con- 
tinued, I carefuUy avoided breathing 
the least bint to bim of my unpleasant 
SFHuation in Grosvenor Square. Spring 
and summer wore away ; winter again 
Qucceeded : and as the seasons elapsed 
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I passed my time as heretofore, some- 
titnes at Lord Rathfarnham's, sometimes 
in DevoDshire, and occasionally much 
with ÄIrs. Aylmer, but ever anxiously 
anticipating the period to whlch Mon- 
tague led my hopes, as the final end of 
our Separation. 

Towards the middle of the summer of 
1806, an expedition against the Spanish 
Settlements in South America had been 
planned by the British Government, and 
beingfinally resölved upon by the cabinet 
at St. James's, the regiment of Montague, 
älready celebrated for its determined 
Tjravery, was amongst others ordered 
upon this difficult and, as it afterwards 
proved, disastrous Service. I was then at 
Ramsgate with Lady Rathfarnham, who 
had a house there during the summer, 
Tor the benefit of sea-bathiüg for the 
younger children, some öf whom were 
at this period recoveringfrom the measles. 
Her Ladyship's brother, who was stay- 
ing with US, had volunteered his Services 
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upon the expeditipn, and I capnot de- 

scribe the paiDful trials which mj forti- 

* ' * .1» ... ., 

tude underwent, as I dailv and hourly 
witnessed the j)reparations for its depar- 
ture. Montajgue also was at Ramsgate, 
bu$ily .emploje^i in su^)erintending the 
embarkation of his regiment, and the 
,troqps destined for the service, and in- 
cessantly occupied by the inipqrtance of 
'the enterprise, he found little leisure to 
attend to his individual cqncernsj but 
evcry hour which he could abstract from 
the pressure of public duty he devoted 
jfcp.the fruitless task of endeavouring tp 
reconcile me to an absence which, how- 

» . • •• ' > , 

eyer bitterly I deplored it, I .well knew 
was irremediable. At ^ength every thing 
was in complete readinetss for their de- 
parture ; the regimentß were all arrived, 
many of them alrea^y ejnbacked, and 

the .fleet waiting to sail. The last even- 

< » ■ - 

ing Montague passe^l wholly with us; 
drowned in t§ars, I li^tened passiyely to 
bis ^^ii^umept^s ^^f consglation, but jny 
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tieart sunk within me as the dreaded hour 
of our Separation drew nigh. pistressßd 
bejrpnd expression a^t the ,weig|;it of 
sorrow that overpowered me, he pro- 
tr^cted his depart^re, ^^ ^nger^^ tili 
the last momei;it wbich .he could spare to 
US had expired; then exerting all his 
courage, as the morning gun fram the 
ileet recalle^ him to a seqse of guperior 
duty, he sijddenly ^rqse tp ß^^^^xX^ .ariid 
^with diflSqulty articulatiqg .a /arewell ,^o 
Lady Rathfarnh^m, he cl»sped ^m^e fpr 
an instant in silence t9 hi3 boso^, 
and toj^e himself away! To .thinjk pf 
sleep was impossible. JBefore day-jbre^k, 
the sound of the warping bügle, with 
the drums \)eating to arm3 in all quarljws 
of the town, rou3ed ji^e froip .^I^e 
lethargy of grief which subdued me, and 
with ,the .first dawn of the .|nprning, a 
paipful though splendid scpne of interiest 
.met my vi^w. The pier ,aa^ far along 
the beach being ^ready .thronged w|th 
soldjers in jeadin^ss to efn|}ar]lc; men. 


/ 


240 WARWICK CASTLE. 

women, and children, cavalry, and bag- 
gage, were indiscriminately mingled in 
one faeterogetieous mass i and as I anxi- 
ously observed the various movements 
of the assembling group, I fancied that 
amongst them I discerned the lofty ügure 
of Montague placed on horseback upon 
the farthest extremity of the pier, which 
my window just commanded|, and direct- 
ing the embarkation of some distant 
troops, buftoo faroff to distinguish him 
with certainty through the grey mist 
of the morning, I remained watching 
this prominent otpect tili, the whole 
pier seeming to be in motion, it became 
lost amongst the crowd.; and the melan- 
choiy reflection that numbers of these 
brave men probably at this moment bp- 
held their country for the last time, 
sücceeding in my imagination, my heart 
throbbed with anguish as my fears 
glanced for an instant on the agonizing 
possibility that such might be the fate 
of Montague ! The remainder of the 
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troops were soon got cm board tbe vessel» 
lying ofFthe pier for their reception, and, 
a brisk gale springing up, they were 
shortly under way, and in a few hours 
scarcely visible. I watched their ^ spiry 
masts, as one by one they sank receding 
from my sight^ and ivhen at length not 
tbe. faintest vestige of the fleet, which 
cont^ined all that blest my existence, 
still cheered my aching vision, and its in- 
distinct and shapeless forms were all 
faded intö mist, I turned from my 
Window to the mournful occupation of 
brooding over my fears, and conjuring 
up every possible imagery of danger, 
to which, on such hazardous Service, my 
boding fancy represented it as possible 
for Montague to be exposed. 

The torturing suspense I endured, dur« 
ingtheawful interval which succeededthis 
parting, was intolerable. We shortly re- 
turned to London, and in the bosom of 
my brother's family, where my feelings 
were nnderstood, apd my regrets tenderly 

VOL. 1/ M 
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participated, I alone found relief ; and 

glad to escape from the oppressive re- 

^mark of Lord Carloraine, who, apprized 

of Moötague's b'eing engaged in it, 

frequently magnified with cruel malice 

the reported danger of the undertaking, 

I flew for solace to Lord Rathfarnhani's 

far happier home, and pouring my ßor- 

rows into the gentle bosom of my amiable 

sister-inJäw, I passed the principal part 

of my time with their family in Berkeley 

' Square. 

At length the daring object of the 
enterprise was arduously accomplisbed, 
and the brilliant termination of its 
achievements reached our ears! The 
British colours waved triurnpliant on the 
soaring heights of Monte Video ; and 
crowned with glory by the subjugation 
of South America, the conquerors re- 

turned l 

As our brave troops disembarked from 
fighting the glorious battles of their 
country, her white cliffs resounded with 
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acclatnations of delight! Thousands 
ruslied to the beach to behold their 
debarkation from the transports ; and an 
invigorating huzza hailed every boat 
ön its arrival. The glittering arms of 
the forming phalanx gleamed rcsplendent 
in the sun ; their battered banners, borne 
on high, proudly floated an the breeze, 
and as the loud strains of martial music 
burst triumphantly on the ear, the 
thronged shores reverberated with the 
pealing shouts of congratulation, every 
heart throbbed with rapture, and every 
hand was.extended to welcome their re- 
turn! 

AU was joy and tumult! and Mon- 
tagiie, having seeti the troops safelyland- 
ed, and every possible arrangement fbr 
their aocoramodation completed, quitted 
his regiment at Dover, and posted up 
to town. Never, oh ! never, can I for- 
get the struggling triumph which swelled 
ray bosom, as^ coveredwith laureis, I 
pressed my hero to my heart! Lord 

M 3 
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Montague upon this expedition^ which 
on the first blusfa o£ the business had 
faeld out such delusive prospects of ad^^ 
vantage to the British nation, had been 
attended by the youngest and favourite 
brother of Lady Rathfarnhan], the 
konourabk Gaptain Garth. Enthusiast!» 
cally attached to him, staä glorying in 
the distinction of his private &ieudship, 
this estimable young man^ although 
serving in a difibrent fegiment^ then 
stationed ih a distant part of the king- 
dorn, being accidentally at Ram^gate 
upon leave of absence with his sister's 
family, at the sailing of the expedition, 
und incited by the enthusiasm which per- 
vaded all ranks, had voluntarily accom- 
panied him as a su{femnmerairy aide-de- 
camp. He also had highly distipguished 
himself upon the Service, and, having 
amply participated dn the dangers of the 
campaign, every indrvidual of thdr con- 
nexions shared the transports of their 
return. 
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Lord Rathfarnham gave several grand 
entertainments upon the occasion ; and 
the Countess, unwilHng to . be out-done 
by her Lord, shortly issued ticke ts for 
a splendid ball, to which all the officers 
engaged in the reduction of Monte Video, 
and then in London, were indiscrimi- 
nately invited. It was intended. to be 
conducted upon an extensive scale, and 
in tbe higbest style of fashionable 
eleganee ; and as ' London was at thia 
period unusaally füll, a numerous and 
brilUant assemblage were expected. The 
taste of Lady Rathfarnham had in many 
previous instances been siiccessfu}ly dis- 
played ; buf in honour of this event she 
gave ample scope to her fancy : expense 
ori the present occasion occupied no 
share of her consideration, and most of 
the numerous branches of . the Royal 
Family bdng invited to the föte, the me- 
tropolis literally rang with the decorative 
aplendours of her preparations. 


CHAFrER XIV. 


** Up iprings the dance aloog tbe lighted domo, 
MixM and evoLved a tboQSftnd differeot wa^fs, 
The gliüeriog court effoses every ponp, 
The circle deepens— beam'd from gaudy robes, 
T'apers, and sparUing gems, and radiant eyes l*' 

AnXIOUS to do honour to Montague's 
choice, and to an entertainment of which 
he was in part the ostensible cause, I had 
on this evening arranged mj dress with 
unusual care, and decorated my person 
with a profusion of valuable Ornaments. 
A brilliant diamond tiara, the gift of my 
partial Montague, sparkled on my brows, 
and, figuratively blazingin jewellery, I 
was stepping into my carriage, to proceed 
to Lady Rathfarnham's, when one of 
the hofses saddenly became restive, and 
obstinately plünging forwafd, the coach- 
man declared that he could not venture 
to drive him amidst the throng of car» 
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riages in Berkeley Square. It was ne- 
cessary therefore that another horse 
should be substituted, and I returned 
into the hall, to wait while the carriage 
^ent round to the stables for the change 
to be effected, 

. My spirits were slightly hurried by the 
alarm' of this circumstance, and Baptiste 
opened the Hbrary door for me to sit 
down, while he went below to procure a 
glass of water. Lord Carloraine, who had 
dined abroad and returned earlier than 
usual, was sitting by thefire with his back 
tawards the door, and Mrs. Sutton busily 
engaged: in. poiiring out his tea. Suppos- 
ing it some familiär visitor who had 
casually dropped in, he arose on my en- 
trance with a movement, towards a bow; 
but hastily checkinghis meditatedciviliiy, 
he regarded me for an instant with in- 
voluntary surprise, then scornfuUy glanc- 
ing his eye over my magnificent attke, 
he bowed profoundly low, and, with all 
the mockery of sarcastic. homage, the- 
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atrkally exclaimed from Holcroft's po- 
pulär work, 

* 

** All hall to ihe heto ! whom yictoo' ^^^^^ 

Trlnrnpimirt from fie)d$ of renown f 

From tbe ehrieks of Üie orphan, from tcenea drencli^d in blood, 

Aod the lackiog of many a fair town 1*' 

Tbe expression and countenance of Lord 
Carloraine beggared all description ! but 
the maliciou» allusion of the lines roused 
the wärmest feelings of my beart, and I 
was on the point of giving utterance to 
them» with a warmth perhaps pardoüable 
from the provocätiOQ» when Baptiste re« 
turned witb the Walter, and fortunately 
prevented my departing from my usual 
seli^possession. I had suffirient resolu- 
tion to conceal their effect upon me in 
bis presence, and the carriage at that 
mom ent drawing up to the door, I 
curtsied to hi^ Lordship with all* tbe 
dignity I could assume, and quitted the 
room ; leaving Mrs. Sutton, who had 
arisen on my entrance, Standing perfectly 
motioiiless, awed as it seemed into re- 
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spect, by the glittering splendöurs of my 
appearance. My calmnesd ^as ne^rer- 
theless but momentary; tny passions 
were aU in arms, and, throwing myself 
into a Corner of the carriage, I vented 
my feeKngs in a copious flood of tears ; 
saoiäy almost sobbing with emotion, the 
carriage stopped in Berkeley Square» be- 
&re I had time to dry tbem from my 
' eheeks. 

Lord Rathfarnham met me upon the 
iri^ircase at the grand entrance^ and 
amidst the bla2^ of light ^hich burst 

■ 

from the laurelled arcades of the bril- 
liantly illuminated ball-room, he readily 
discovered my visible uneasines». None 
bat the family party were yet assembied ; 
and Moütague, ai» he placed my arm 
within bis own» qiietstioned rae anxioiisly 
as to the cause: pressed by their in* 
quiries I was at kngth forced to acknow- 
ledge the tecent insult I had received. 
LordCarlorainc was my father, and,sölely 
from constderation for my feelings, Mon« 

M 5 
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tague delicately abstained from all his re- 
sentment j but the cboler of Lord Batb- 
farnham, generally. ready raised» now 
broke forth with südden fury, and he/was 
volubly pouring forth a plentiful volley 
of execrations» when a thündering rap 
announcing the arrival c^ other Com- 
pany, recalled him to his recollection, 
and the Countess to her banished smiles. 
This incident bowever destroyed my 
comfort for the eve»ingj för the bitter- 
ness of the quotation, and its mischievous 
application to Montague, excited reflec* 
• tions which served only to lessen the 
pleasure I had anticipated. My ideas 
were quite deranged, I could think of 
little eise -, and so cruelly had Lord Car* 
loraine's malicious irony sueceeded, that 
I could' scarcely find enjoyment in the 
fedtive purpose of this brilliant meetingi 
I would willingly have decliqed dancing 
at all, but Lady Rathfarnham, whose 
spirits were on the wing, was all smiles 
and gaiety ; she would accept no excu8Q> 
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and givihg lier band tö one.of the Royal 
Dukes with whom : she opened the ball, 
she led orratherJflew down the iiance 
with almost aerial vivacity. Myspirits- 
however, were unequal to the exertion j 
I could not surmount my vexation ; and as 
soon as the set was ended, I declined 
dancing again, and for the rest of the 
evening,. either patroUed the rooms» or 
talked apart with Montague. 

1 saw Lord Carloraine no. more for 
some weeks after this afiair ; but the Bit- 
ter recoUection of his ill-timed sarcasm 
Gost me many- a secret pang. Before- 
Christmas Montague went with his regi- 
ment over to Irelandj it hadsuifered very 
severely upon the service in South Ame- 
rica, and many important changes having 
consequently taken place, the vacancies 
occasioned by deaths or removal were 
now being filled up, and amongst such a 
number of young and inexperienced of- 
ficers as it necessarily brought under his 
eommand, he considered his presence at 
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bis post altogether indispensable. For 
myself, my time passed a^ usual during 
the winter ; but Mrs. Aylmer, who was 
still suffering severely under the loss of 
our revered General^ had been latterlj( 
^ttacked by a painful rheumatic com- 
piain t, and being soroetimes confined for 
n^eeks together to her apartment, I de- 
voted all my leisure hours to her com- 
fort and consolation» 


CHAPTER XV. 

<* He tkaf getletli a wife. btigidiidth a pottessioa» a bdp 
UDto bimf elf, and a pillar of rest : Mrhere do bedge is, ihm 
possession is spoiled ; and he that hath no wife will waoder 
Qp and down monrning." 

XiORD Montague, as it seemed, fuUy 
experienced the truth of this sacred as- 
sertion ; for, tired of the wandering and 
uncertain sort of Kfe in which from his 
öiilitary avocations he had been for many 
years engaged, hö began to look forward 
with anliety to the expiration of the re- 
strictions upon his property, and to an- 
ticipa^te the completion of our union 
with increased impatience. His regi- 
ment had bcen stationed for some 
months in the North of Ireland» and in 
this remote Situation, where the morn- 
ing's lounge afforded little variety, and 
the mess-room dinner still brought with 
it no change, he began to feel weary of 
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the unvarying routine. of country-quar-- 
tcrs, diversified only by the uninteresting 
recital of petty conquests, or p^rade 
amoürs of his junior officers, (mäny of 
them little better than boys of fashion 
just emerged from the trammels . of a 
public school,) or of listening for hours to 
tediousdetailsof the hunting and shooting 
achievements of these youthfol ^.' heroes 
of lace and featbej^" From the insipi- 
dity of such occupation, his capacioua 
mind turned with disgust, and occasion- 
ally seeking relief from the ennui whick 
he frequently experienced^ he passed 
much of ^his time in desultory rambles^ 
about the island» or in visiting eh p(is^ 
sant the few families he was connected 
with by former acquaintance or present 
vicinity. 

" Ah ! say witboot onr bopes, wiüiont our fear?, 
Witbout tbe hwnt tbat pligbted love endean^ . 
Without the smile from parüal beauty woa, r • • 
Ob! what wereman? A ivorld without aj^aol*' 

To this opinion^ so . elegantly express- 
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ive of the fascinating power of female 
infiuence, Lord Mpntague most unques* 
tionably sjubscribed } for from these räm- 
bling .Visits he invariably returned to bis 
solitary sojourn, with the pictured home 
of bis imagination more predominant in 
his wishes: it was tbe baven of bis 
fondest bopes, the cessation of all his 
toils, and, looking forward to it with in« 
creasing. anxiety, it imperceptibly be- 
came the eonstant subject of his corre- 
spondence. But from the gratifying an- 
ticipation of individual happiness, he 
yras suddenly aroused by considerations 
of higher import ; for at this period the 
questioQ respecting the propriety of the 
Catholic emaneipation had begun every 
where to excite a considerable degree of 
intieres.t; but more particularly in the sis- 
ter kingdom, where its Utility was be* 
come generally insisted upon. Amidst 
the party feuds to which this populär 
subject gave birth, the internal divisions, 
iKhich upon a former occasion had plung* 
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ed Irelaiid into all the horrors of a ruln* 
ous rebellkm, seemed to be vtpaa the 
point of again breaking fortfa i and whibt 
all ranks bebeld the ferment with the 
most alarming expectation», it reqnired 
fbe strietest vigilanee and ititrepidity to 
avert the baneful conseqnencei!^ of this 
desolating furor. In private societies, 
aa well as in <^n meeting» of all des- 
Gription», this subject of geneml interert 
was universalis declaimed upon, and tbe 
pnblic mind 9gitated to suc^ an tmnsual 
height, tbat h demanded the mort euer-- 
' getic exertions c^ the civil departm^t, 
aided by the powerful eflforto of military 
eo-operation, to check its inöuence on 
the irritable feeling» of the nnlettered 
Irish peafiantry, and by thcse means re- 
strain their impetnosity from bursting 
forth into general rebellio»: indi^tiga« 
bly engaged, where bis Services were of 
such importance, Montague remained 
during the winter months in Irefand. At 
this crisis the obvious jprogress of disa]& 
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feGtioB shook the United Kingdom with; 
alarm ; a»id Montague, the patrioiic Mon« 
tague, beheld the mischievous Operation 
of the religious panic which incited it, 
with virtuous Indignation. Attached to 
110 party, entirely independent of minis« 
terial influence, and equally onbiassed 
by the florid argumenta of its general op- 
posers, Monti^e upon all occasions 
dared to tbink for himself ; and the an- 
nihilation ot* the Irish Catholic restric« 
tions being again brought before Pädia* 
menty he came to En^and iearly in 
March to add his testimony to its imprOi- 
priety, and bear his part in the executiön 
of his legislative duties. A short time 
prior to his return, Lord Rath&rnham 
had been appointed ambassador to the 
court of St. Petersburgs and a few weeks 
before Montague came from Ireland, his 
family had saiied for Russia, attended by 
a splendid retinue. 

Some events of great national Import« 
ance had recently occurred ; and at this 
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juncture the Catbolic emancipation was 
become in England, as well as in Ireland, 
the subject of general debate. Whilst 
the measure was agitating with unusual 
interest in both Houses of Parliament, 
the unrestrained discussion of it formed 
in all parties the prevalent topic of con- 
versation ; and the officiaL Situation of 
Lord Carloraine making his table the oc- 
casional rendezvous of his political com- 
peers, the sentiments of the leading ora- 
tors on both. sides of the question were 
daily reiterated in my hearing. Our 
private, as well as cabinet dinners^during- 
this busy sessiön, were frequent, ' and 
amidst the conversation that passed at 
his Lordship's table, i soon learnt that 
my " Heroy* my " wandering KnighU 
erj^anty** as Lord Carloraine sarcastically 
denominated him, shone forth as a 
Speaker of distinguished eminence against 
the extension ; well aware bf the steadi- 
ness aiid liberality of Möntague*s re- 
Ugious priiiciples, I gloried in the elo- 


WARWICK CASTLE. 259: 

quence those principles called forth ; his 
sentiments were given as authority uponr 
all occasions, bis Speeches were detailed 
dkimally in the public prints, and whilst 
tbey were hourly rung in my ears under 
the bitterest animadversions of party 
spirit, I listened with exultation to the 
angry triumph thus awaDdedhim. Lord 
Carloraine, for sundry cogent reasons, 
took no active part in these debates ; 
although he could upon occäsion speak 
much to the purpose, he now contented 
himself with giving a silent vote in the 
business ; for bis own part he cared but 
littte how the matter was decided» and 
aB long as he could preserve the '^ loaves 
and £shes'' unmolested, the Catholics 
or their claims were of littie consequence 
to faim. For a history of these political- 
feuds I must refer you to» the publica* 
tions of the times ; some of them were 
intimately connected with, and induced, 
the most ititerestihg occurrences of my 
life, and I cannot therefore entirely omit 
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tliem, but it is whoUy incompatible 
either with my ability or inclination ta 
detail them more copiously. It is not 
however to be sopposed, but that women 
feel deeply interested in the political 
scenes passing around them ; nionarchs 
eannot be de^oned^ or states shaken to 
their base» ifithoot excHing -atroog sen- 
sations in minds capaUe of reSectioB ; 
but ifarmly as the amor patrice undoubt- 
edly glowa in the fiemale bosom» and briU 
Üantly as their tdients may have been oc* 
ca&ionälly ealied forth^ it seems to me 
that women have necessarily litde to do 
in the discusaion of pnblic affitirs. If it 
be true that ^^ where the T^omen are 
depraved^ the State totters in its fonnda« 
tion/' (a fact latterly eicemplified by nu- 
merous instances in a neighbouring king- 
dorn,) their devotion to the interestsi of 
their country is best proved by the faith- 
ful discharge of their domestic duties j 
and as long as the modest chärms of re- 
tiring virtue constitute the acknowiedged 
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:attributes of feminine excellence^ the 
petticoat patriot claaiouring fi>r distinc- 
tion and boldly chaUenging notoriety^ 
can exoite ^nly sentiments of pity and 
contesnpt. 

At the period I am describing, the 

^^ broad bottomed adminktFation,*' as it 

was expressly denominated :&oin its con» 

centra/tien of superior tsJent, was in the 

ssenith of political glory, and under the 

dtoation of its inftoexice, a series of events 

OGCurred, whicfa, caUing forth the möidt 

fftremioiis exertion of the Royal Preroga- 

tive, ioipressed the public mind with a 

general feeling of amazement« A motion 

had been introduced nearly at the same 

time into both Houses of Pftrliament, re- 

specting the extension of the Catholic 

privSeges, in consequence of which 

some sprited debates arose as to the pro* 

priety of pressing the meaBure, alter the 

Royal disapprobation of it had been 

openly avowed. It was evident from all 

that passed upon the subjcct» that an un« 
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fortunate misunderstanding had some 
where taken place» and while the minis- 
try professed to consider it as resting 
with the Sovereign, it was expressly an* 
nounced fi'om the " highest authorityj* 
that the Royal opinion had been uni^^rm- 
ly deelared : much political altercation 
arose from this extraordinary affiiir, but 
it still remained enveloped in mystery, 
and those in office decliniog tö give the 
assurancesdemandedof them, the whole 
of the ministry were incdntinently dis- 
missed, and a new administration ar- 
ranged without delay. At this eventful 
crisis the demon of party spirit, .as it 
seemed, had broken loose, and the war- 
ring controversies of the. nation reäched 
an unprecedented height : they were in 
fact.becomejalarming in the highest de* 
gf ee, inasmuch as they threatened to in- 
volve, in the mischievous consequences 
that arose ttom them, every dear and so- 
cial tie ; fidends became fbes, and the 
pearest coHnexions under their influeuce 
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^hanged to inveterate enemies; there 
seemed to be ho neutral point -to rest 
lipon : and amidst this tumult of political 
warfare, the paroxysms of rage in which 
Liord Carloraine sometimes returned 
wearied and disappointed from the late 
.sitjtings of the Upper House, and in which 
I occasionally accidentally encountered 
him, threw me into terrors I cannot now 
descrihe. His Lordship, though he had 
taken no conspicuous part in the affair, 
had in commoti with the rest of his party 
been displaced, and, smarting with dis- 
appointment under the loss of his official 
emoluments, he vented his resentmentin 
terms of the most vindictive opprobrium 
on the new ministry. It was JE^ft.er one of 
these.midüight cabals, that the circum- 
stance to which I have before alluded 
took place, and at length drove me an 
alien from my parental home. 

On the memorable night on which I 
finaHy quitted my father's roof, I had 
been at the opera with the Duchess of 
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Albemarle; we had staid later than 
usaal on account of a new ballet being 
perfqrmed, and had afterwards returned 
to a aplendid supper party in Portland 
Place. It was past three o'clock when I 
reacbed bome, and excessively fatigued 
by the lateness of the hour, I went im- 
mediately to my apartment. Almost 
ßlumbering wbile Norris took the jewels 
ifirom my hair, she ät length le^ tne ; tbe 
bouse iiras soon perfectly quiet, and I 
sun^k into a profound sleep, frem which 
I was suddenly aroused by terrific <;ries 
of iire ! I started instantly from my bed, 
and, under the stupüying influence of 
^owsiness and alarm, vainly essayed to 
Vithdraw the night-bolt of my chamber- 
door ; I accomplished it^ with difficulty» 
and, rushing into the gallery, beheld the 
Btaircase wrapt in flames and the afiright- 
ed servants Äying in all directioQS ! 
Roused into instantaneous recollection, 
a moment's thought showed me that my 
&ther only seemed absent, 3üd rushing 
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towards his apartment, where the fire 
ragcd with fury, I beheld the room en- 
velöped in flsunes but the bed untouched } 
I uttered a shriek of agony, and fled 
from the blazing Chamber to seek for him 
eise where. The house was by this time 
Alling with people who had forced the 
doors from the street, the firemen were 
already playing the engines on the front, 
but all within was confiision and dismay } 
and nearly suffocated with smoke, and 
still shrieking for my father, I flew from 
room to room imploring them to seek 
for him. At the foot of * the second stair- 
case I was stopped by Johnson^ the Earl's 
valet, who^ catching nfiy arm, forcibly 
drew me back to the lower gallery, and 
leaving Baptiste in Charge of me, with a 
look of commiseration which even at 
that moment of horror did not escape 
my Observation, he again darted through 
the äames in search of his absent master. 
Frantic with terror, I burst from his aged 
giasp, and rushing up the blazing stair« 
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case reached the upper gallery timc 
cnough to behold Johnson drag Lord 
Carloraine from the apartment of Mrs. 
Sutton, who, roused from her affirighted 
slumbers, clung screaming to him £>r 
safety, and materially impeded their mu- 
tual preservation. The exclamation of 
joy which I was uttering at beholding 
him safe, at the sight of his companion 
died instantly upon my ups ; and shock- 
ed beyond expression at this public dis- 
covery of his disgrace^ I sunk in speech- 
less agony against the balustrades of the 
staircase^ whilst Johnson, shaking the 
abandoned woman from his ann, dragged 
Lord Carloraine, wbo was by this time 
Wide awake, into the gallery, and kaving 
him to provide for the salfety of his frail 
assoctate, carried me down almost life- 
less into the hall, amidst the pity and ex- 
ecrations of tJ^ multitude that Surround- 
ed US ! What followed I know not ; for, 
overpowered with shame aini terror, I 
sunk into a State of insensibility, in which 
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I was retnoved to Admiral CwivforcJ's 09 
thß opposite side of Uie Square, whera 
at day-breok, when I recovered vay re- 
jcoUection, I found myself in ^ ßtr^pge 
Apartment» and Mrs. Crawß)rd anxiou^ly 
watching by my bed-side ; I had before 
he&tk slighdy known to this aipiable 
&mäy, but the kindness X experienced 
from them on thiß alarming event laid 
the foundatioo of a friendship which I 
trust will expire but with our/existence. 
Thoroughly awake to all the borrors 
of my Situation, the sensations whidi 
aow rushed into my wind were infinitely 
distressing. Mrs. Crawfbrd, who had 
heard all the cireumstances^ exerted her^ 
43elf to calm my uneasiness, and assurtng 
sie that Lord Carloraine, whom I could 
taot bring myself even to name to her^ 
was perfectly säfe, and tbat the 6re was 
got un^er n^itfa less dif&culty than wa; 
expected, insisted upon my endeavour« 
tisg to compose myself to sleep. Jle- 
pqse bowever was out of the question^ I 

V2 
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could not for an instant close my eyes, 
and I passed the first hours of the morn- 
ing in ruminating on the circumstances 
M'hich had thus deprived me of a home^ 
and in writing to' Lord Montague to ap- 
pri^e^him of what had happened. I knew 
that it was not possible for hiih to have 
yet heard of the fire, for he had lefl to^n 
the preceding evening for the purpose 
of hunting with his Majesty at Windsor, 
and it was still so early, that I hoped my 
letter might reach him before the Royal 
train had departed from the Castle. My 
wishes were fortunately realized ; Mon- 
tague had not yet quitted Windsor, and 
on receiving my hurried summons he 
hastened back to town, and came imme- 
diately to Admiral Crawford's, where we 
passeid the moming in deliberating on the 
mode of conduct which it was now pro- 
per for me to adopt with respect to Lord 
Carloraine. 

It has ever been my decided opinion 
that, from the moment a woman accepts 
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the addresses of a man of honour, and he 
consequently becomes the acknowledg- 
ed object of her choice, she is undoubt- 
edly accountable to him for the propriety 
of her conduct in every action of her 
fiiture life; such however, have ever 
been my feelings respecting Lord Mon- 
tague, and under their infiuence I have 
invariably regulated my conduct; un- 
able to conceal from him any longer the 
indignities which I had been exposed to 
by the shameless conduct of Lord Car- ' 
loraine, I circumstantially infbrmed him 
of every circumstance which had oc- 
curred. Montague blamed me severely 
for having hitherto kept it from his know- 
ledge, and^ indignant at the repeated in« 
sults I had experienced from the Earl, he 
expressed his detestation of his princi- 
ples in the highest tone of resentment* 
He would not entertain for an instant 
any idea of my returning to my former 
home, and, absolutely prohibiting all 
mention of it in future, he urged^ as I 
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had foreseen, that our marriage should 
take place without delay. Of the lease 
of his town-house more than twelve 
months were yet unexpired, and the 
family seat in Cumberland had been for 
years too much neglected to be readily 
made habitable ; bat to obviate the ob- 
jection wbich these untoward circum- 
stances present^, he proposed to be- 
come the tenant of a ready-furnished 
house in London, tili his own should be 
at liberty, and to pass th^ interim in tra- 
vellingy or as circumstances migbt render 
it eligible* Notwithstanding all his re» 
presentation^and attractive as this scheine 
of happiness appeared, I dared not im* 
mediätely decide upon it j I dreaded to 
involve him in unnecessary expenses, and 
I wished for quiet and solitude to collect 
my harassed tboughts. Montague, find- 
ing all his rhetoric upon this point in-> 
effectual, next pointed out the propriety 
of my going immediately to Mrs. Ayl- 
mer's tili the bruit which the discovery of 
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LordCaiioraine's disgrace would natural* 
ly öccasion had subsided, since there we 
could arrange our proceedings more at 
leisure. In the agitated State of my 
ncrves, this idea had not occurred to me ; 
but, soothed by the hope of comfort 
which it promised» I embraced the pro« 
posal with delight ; and Montague, inli- 
nitely gratiÜed by having in some mea- 
sure tranquillized my mind, waited only 
to express to the Crawford faniily our 
grateful sense of their kindness, and set 
out for Riehmond to prepare Mrs. Ayl- 
mer for my reception. At Mrs. Craw- 
ford's desire,, my own servants, and such 
of my private proper ty as they could ob- 
tain in the present deranged State of af- 
fairs, were removed to her house, and the 
next morning her carriage conveyed me 
to Richmond. Montague himself at- 
tended me thither, and staid the whole 
of the day in the hope of reconciling me, 
aided by Mrs. Ayhner's advice, to his 
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original plan ; but, fully awareof the in- 
coDvenience wbich must necessarily at- 
tend its execution, I postponed my deci* 
8ion fbr tbe present, and, desirous that I 
xnight have no Omission of duty towardi) 
Lord Carloraine to reproach myself with 
hereafter, I consulted Montague as to 
the propriety of inforroing bis Lordsbip 
of my present residence, and determina- 
tion not to return to Grosvenor Square^ 
and witb bis approbation, the same day, 
addressed the foUowing Jetter to the 
Earl. 

• ** My Lord, Rkhmond, April 1807. 

" Considering it a duty incumbent on 
me to apprize your Lordship of my per- 
sonal safety and present residence, I 
have embraced the earliest opportunity 
of informing you that I am now under 
the protection of Mrs. Ayhiier at Rich- 
mond, and also of conveying to your 
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Lordship my determination as to my fu- 
ture conduct, made ander the approba- 
tion of friends deeply interested in my 
welfare and' reputation. Afler such a 
discovery as I am compelled to recall to 
your recoUection, your Lordship must be 
perfectly well aware that /, the daughter 
of a chaste and honourable mother, can 
never again inhabit a home dishonoured 
by the abode of your Lordship's present 
associate. Under the painful considerar 
tion of these circumstances, I have been 
compelled to seek the protection of a 
lady well known to you as the revered 
friend of my estimable mother, and your 
Lordship will not be surprised, nor I am 
persuaded displeased, tolearn,that for the 
future I feel myself under the necessity 
of entirely declining yours. Notwith- 
standing my determination upon this 
subject, I shall still hold it my duty to 
apprize your Lordship of any material 
change in my fate ; and in the sincere 
hope that you may be induced to reflect 
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Beriously on the disgraceful circum- 
stances which faave driven me from my 
paternal abode, 

^^ I am my Lord, &c. &c. 
« F. H. C. Delamkbe." 

" Lord'CarhraineJ* 

To this letter Lord Carloraine deign- 
ed no reply ; and as sQon as my packages 
arrived at Richmond, I biusied myself in 
assisting Norris to arrange their contents 
in ^he apartments which Mrs. Aylmer 
had allotted me. In this employment 
my mind became somewhat relieved, aiid 
in a few days I began to consider myself 
entirely at home. 


CHAPTER XVI. 


*^ Skilied to prouonnce what ooblest Üioiq^Ms-inipire , 
To blend tfaespeaker, with the patrioi't fire, 
Bold to coDceive, nor timorous to conceal, 
What Britoos dare io ihink, he dares to teil" 

At this juncture the United Kingdom: 
was in a State of indescribable commo- 
tion : a new administration had recently 
come into office, and the sudden dissolii- 
tion of Parliament having sent the Com- 
mons back to their constituents, a gene* 
ral election had in consequence taken 
place, and the pressure of public busi- 
ness being unusually heavy, the new Par- 
liament wete summoned to meet without 
delay* Some few days were necessarily 
occupied in the administration of the 
oaths to the members, and other forms in- 
cidental to the opening of a new session ; 
and this period Lord Montagae passed: 
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principally at Richmond, fondly urging 
nie to the adoption of his former plan, and 
for which he bourly fancied he discerned 
stronger necessity. Mrs. Aylmer was 
evidently in a very precarious State of 
healtb, she was frequently confined for 
weeks together to her apartment ; and he 
dreaded lest in some of his unavoidable 
absences with his regiment, her death 
should eventually deprive me of her pro- 
tection, ünder this presentiment he 
anxiously pressed upon my mind the pro- 
priety of our immediate union, and 
fiaving gained Mrs. Aylmer, to hisparty, 
I at lengtfa'acquiesced. As soon as this 
important point was decided, Montague 
went immediately to town to roake the , 
necessary arrangements for it 

The. Bishop of , Lady RathiatD- 

ham's paternal uncle, as a ßtmily con- 
nexioDyhad longclaimed the officeof unit- 
ing US wheaeverour marriage shoidd take 
place ; änd apiA-izing his Lordship and 
Captain Garth of our intentions» he pro- 
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cured a special licence, and it was settled 
that the ceremony should take place at 
Richmond on the foUowing day. Mon- 
tague had previously proposed that^ as 
soon as it was over, we should depart on 
a summer tour for a few months into the 
North, where his regiment was then 
stationed, leaving our winter plan for 
the present unarranged; but the final 
discussion of theCatholic question having 
been in the interim fixed for the ensuing 
Wednesday, a special call of both Houses 
of Parliament had taken place, and as 
the attendance of the members was par-. 
ticularly required, we were under the 
necessity of either delaying our marriage, 
or at least keeping it secret, tili this im- 
portant business was settled. Montague 
preferred the latter, and having arranged 
every thing for its private solemnization, 
the ceremony was performed in Mrs. 
Aylmer's dratiring room in the presence 
only of her household, and Lady Rath- 
ßirnham's youngest sister, her brother 
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Captain Garth, upon this occasion 
officiating for Lord Ratlifarnham bj 
giving me away. As soon as it was over, 
our friends returned to town, and Mon- 
tague having previously ascertained that 
Lord Carloraine, accompanied by Mrs. 
SuttoD, was gone to Brighton, while the 
house in Grosvenor Square was under- 
going the necessary repairs, wrote a cool 
but civil letter to him^ tp announce the 
celebratiön of our noarriage. He also 
transmitted an account of it to Lord 
Rathfarnham at St. Petersburgs but, 
satisfied of bis affectionate regard, we 
had little doubt either of hi$ approbation 
or concurrence in our proceedings. 

Three kappy day« flew rapidly away, 
during which Montague remained whoUy 
at Richmond ; but on the morning of 
tlie fburth he rpde to town, and on his 
return to dinner gave Orders to be called 
at an earlier hour than usual the foUowing 
morning, that being the day fixed upon far 
the fmal discussion of the Catholic ques< 
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tion. On this important occasion he was 

to sustain a prominent part ; bis unbiass* 

^d principles were well known, and tbe 

frequency of bis o£Scial residence in 

Ireland having afibrded bim opportuni- 

ties of superior Information for ascertain- 

ing the propriety of tbe desdred measure, 

hi» sentiments were anticipated with 

xnuch anxiety. Deeply interested in a 

question wbicb involved tbe dearest and 

most sacred rights of tbe british Empire» 

he had given to the Catholic Claims 

bis most serious consideration ; and he 

prepared on this day to discnarge bis 

duty to hii^ country, by giving bis opinion 

the füllest force of bis political eloquence^ 

In tbe memorable debate wbicb bad pre- 

ceded the; sudden dissolution ef tbe 

former Parliament, he had borne a dlsk 

tinguished share, and it was tberefore 

expected that» entering more fully into 

tbe subject) he now would support bis 

avowed opinion with an adequate forcr 
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of argument, drawn from the undeniable 
sources of his personal Observation. 

Montague, as had been fbreseen, 
spoke long and eloquently upon the sub* 
ject. The interests of thousands yet 
unborn seemed to hang upon his exer- 
tions, and, animated into more than his 
usual energy of declamation, a rieh strain 
of impassioned eloquence burst impres* 
sively from his lips ! He roused the feel- 
ings of his compatriots into perfect unison 
\vith his own ; and whilst the admiration 
of the concurring senate broke forth in 
loud and grateful cheerings, his argu« 
ments brought conviction to the bosom 
of his applauding hearers ! 

He had left Richmond at an early 
hour, bat it was nearly four o^clock in 
the moming when he again reached it ; 
for the House, deeply occupied in this 
interesting subject, sat unusually late ; 
and we were yet lingering over a pro- 
tracted breakiast, when a gentleman on 
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Iiorsebacky attended by a groom in a 
piain livery, rode up to the hall door^ 
and inquired for Lord Montague. He 
was shown intothe library, where Mon- 
tague shortly attended him. They con- 
tinued together a considerable time ; but 
as he was in the habit of having gentle* 
men frequently visit him there, I scarcely 
noticed the circumstance, though I re- 
marked that, after he was gone away, 
Montague seemed unusually thoughtful» 
Towards dusk the san^e gentleman re« 
turned on horseback as before; Mon* 
tague was again closetted with him in 
the library, and after more than an hour 
had elapsed in private conversation, he 
rang for bis servant, and giving Orders for 
his carriage to be immediately prepared> 
he came into the dining parlour and, 
affectionately embracing me, said that 
he was going to town witji his visitor 
upon business which adraittedof no delay. 
Mrs. Aylmer had been for some days 
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indisposed with her rheumatic affection, 
a cold and chiUing atmosphere bad con- 
üned her to her Chamber, and for tbe 
last two days she had not ventured down 
stairs. I passed the hours of his absence 
therefore principally alone : after the 
eveniog closed in, a book occupied my 
attention tili nearly cleven o'cio<;k, wheo 
I began to grow impatient for bis return. 
It was fl dear moonlight evening, and 
though late in the spring, it was stiJl 
cold and frosty* The Sandwich tray 
stood undisturbed upon the table, and, 
Btirring up the fire tiU it burned 
brightly for his reception, I threw up the 
Window andiistened anxiouslyfor the 
sound of bis carriage on the turnpike- 
road : still however he came not, and I 
was beginning to feel somewhat uneasy 
at his absence, when the groom retumed 
from town alone, bringing me a shortnote 
from his master, which merely said that, 
being unavoidably detained by important 
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business^ he should not return to Rieh- 
mond befbre morning. 

With this information I went imifredi- 
ately to rest, and, little dreaming of the 
paitiful trial that awaited me, slept away 
the hours in temporary forgetfulness. 

I was scarcely awake in the morning^ 

Avhen I fiincied I heard Montague's voice 

under my window« I immediately ärose» 

and, drawing aside the curtain, soflly 

opened the window to ascertain if he 

was retumed. I feit disappointed when 

I perceived that it was Captain Gartb^ 

who, Standing upon the hall Steps with 

the bridle upon his arm, waited for the 

groom to take his horse round to the 

Stahles, while he directed the house-maid, 

who was busy in the hall, to inform me 

immediately that he was come to break- 

fast with me. In consequence of this 

intimation, I was half dressed when the 

messenger reached my room, and, some« 

what surprised at his unusually early 

»visit, I speedily descended to the break- 
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fast parlour. It was yet very early, 
and the room cold aqd comfortless ; 
the iire ivas scarcely lighted, for the 
servants were not all risen; and Cap- 
tain Garthy weary of waiting for the 
tardy Services of the slutnbering groom, 
had gone round into the. stable yard to 
put his horse up himself. I rang to 
hasten the preparations fov breakfast, and 
while I was stiU speaking he came back 
into the parloun I fancied he looked 
agitated, and much paler than common, 
as, shaking me by the hand^ he repeated 
that he was come to breakfast with me. 

" Are you not veary early?" said I, 
smiling ; ^^ this is not your usual habit 
I believe/' 

He smiled in return, but it was evi- 
dently forced, and I readily discovered 
t^at something clouded his spirits. 

" Hontague is in London/' said I, as 
I poured out the cofFee. 
. *« Yesj I know, I have seen liim 
tbere^" he answ^red. 
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" He went last evening," I resumed, 
'' and I am now in momentary expecta- 
tion of his return ; indeed when I heard 
you, I thought he was come.*' 

Captain Garth pläced bis coffee upon 
the table, and hesitated for a moment 
before be spoke. " Montague cannot be 
at home yet," said he j " he is unavoid- 
ably detained. I have seen him this 
morning, almost within the last hour, but 
at present you must not expect him ; 
you must mäke up your mind to the dis* 
appointment/' continued he, seeing me 
look anxiously ; ^^ fbr his absence, lassure 
you, is both unpleäsant and unavoid- 
able/' 

" Good Heavens 1" I exclaimed— « 
" You quite alarm me. What is the 
reason that he cannot retum ? Teil me, 
I entreat you,'* continued I, trembling 
with I know not what sort of apprehen- 
sion. " What can have happened ?'* 

" You have courage, my dear Lady 
Montague,'' said Captain Crarth, ^^ and 
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you must now exert it. Do not terrify 
yoursel^'' added h^, rising and pressing 
my bands betveen bis own^ while I 
sbook with alaroa. 

<^ Montague i» sife ; he is quite sa&/' 
contjnued fae, aa my agitation increas- 
ed, " but— 

*^ Bot what ? Teil me at once, in 
mercy teil me/' cried I. 

^ i|e baa been engaged in a diid/' 

« A dufel ! mercifiil God V 1 ex* 
claimed, ^inking back in my chair^ 

^^ Be composed/' cried Captain Gartb» 
anxiously aupporting me-; ^^ Montague as 
I bare be£bre told yon ia safe^ I have kft 
him in perfect safety. I assure you upon 
w^honmr that he i$ safe/' reiterated fae. 

** Why tben is he mM heref Why 
doea he not retum V^ 

^ He must not beaeen Coming faither,'^ 
repHed be; "^evea aay being heoe ii 
attended vith danger. It is usdess to de» 
oeire yeti : thü affiur «na^ yet terminate 
aeriously for I^oed Maynooth^ ^ho laras 
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tli€^ instigator of it ; and Montague, for 
tfae present 19 best out of the way»" 

I feit almost sufibcated tili tears came 
to my relief, aad leaniQ^ on tfae break« 
fast table I covered my face mth my 
handkercfaief, and wept without control 
as CaptBin Garth related the circum* 
stances of this utifaaj^y a^ir* 

It appeared that ia <»inseqaence of 
Mont^^'s ^ech in the House of 
LfOrds on the precediog day, some ob* 
servatiöm had fitllen from hint respeet* 
ing drcumstances whidi had occurred m 
the Irish rebellion of 17^ ; and that in 
tAxkodsLtmg what he had advanced» an 
alhnion had been made to the conduct 
of a •certaiti noble Lord at a later period» 
which in sollte involuntarj instance had 
been considered as bearing towards per- 
sonal Te&ecti(m, igt consequienceof "vrhich 
Lord Maynooth, the son of the Noble* 
Tßsm alluded to, a young man of high 
i;pkit and impetuous dispo^tion» had 
thought proper to demand a retraction 
(^ Loid Monti^e^s assertion. Mim» 
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tague, fuUy nware of the miscon- 
ception pf this rash youth^ readily ex« 
plained away the most oflfensive part 
of the indignityt but fresh objections 
being started as to the explaiiation itself, 
and apologies demanded upon grounds 
that were inadmissible, Montague con* 
sidered other concessions incompatible 
with his character as a soldier and a 
gendeman, and declining farther cor- 
respondence on the subject, a challenge 
had been given and consequently ac^ 
cepted between theni. A meeting had 
taken place at Kensington, whither Mon- 
tague vfBS attended by his friend Captain 
Garth ; and Lord Maynooth» äs the of* 
fended party, had fired first and without 
effect: Montague instantly dischai^ed his 
pistol in the air9having little inclinationto 
risk the life of his young adversary ; but 
Lord MaynoothyConstitutionally irritable, 
and impressed with the belief of imagi« 
nary insult» still professed himself dis* 
satisfied, and Montague disdaining any 
farther mediation the aSkir proceeded. 
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MoDtague was wounded in the arm by 
the second fire of his antagonist, and, 
writhing with paiii, hxs own was given 
probably unsteadily ; aojd unfortunately 
readlingLord Maynooth, he feil instaotly 
to the ground, bathed in bloöd, whicii 
flowed ccq>iou3ly from the wound. Little 
alive to fear upon his own account, Mon- 
tague waited to see htm in the care of 
fats surgeon before he provided for his 
own safety^ and a carriage being in readi- 
ness he was cautiously conveyed back to 
his iather^s house in town ; but by this 
time the alarm of the dud was spreäding 
rapidly round the neigfabourhood, and, 
fearful lest any premature reports of it 
should reach Ricfamond, he dispatched 
Captain Garth to prepare me for the 
event, and procuring a hackney-coach 
fae retumed to London, and sent for Mr. 
H ' ■ M to attend him at his hotel. 
While the life of this young man was 
in danger, and Captain Gttth reluctantly 
acknowledged that his danger was ex- 
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treme, Möntague's safety appearefd some- 
vhat precarious; fbr^ vindictive from 
previous resentment and added misfiir- 
tune, it was not improbable, should any 
fttal consequences ensue, that bis family 
might pursue the same intemperate con- 
duct as bad now plunged their only soh 
intotbisunfbrtunate predicament; andfor 
tbe present I learned tbat it was proper 
for all parties to be invisible. As sooh 
as Captain Gartb had informed me of all 
wbich be deemed expedient, he prepared 
to retum to town, wbere Montague was 
anxioasly awäiting bis return, and whi- 
tber I prayed in vain tbat be would permit 
me to accompanyliim. Captain Garth 
did not consider it prudent to be seen 
openly returning towards London bim- 
seif, but procuring aboat to row bim up 
to Cbelsea, be tpok a basty leave of me, 
and, embarking at tbe garden stairs, pro- 
mised to bring Montague back to Rieb- 
mond by a similär conveyance in tbe 
dusk of tbe evening. A» soon as he was 


WARWICK CASTLE. 391 

gone I strove to calm myself sufficieiitly 
to break the intelligence to Mrs. Aylmer, 
without unnecessarily alarming her, but 
the task was far less difficult than I 
imagined : accustomed for years to live 
in müitary society, she was in some sort 
familiarized to the frequency of such ren« 
contres, and perfectJy well aequainted 
with all "the minutias of their arrange- 
ment. Montague's conduct in this par- 
ticular instance met Jier wärmest appro- 
bation ; she applauded him for the mag- 
nanimity he had displayed throughout 
the afiair, and descanted upon the sub- 
ject without manifesting the least alarm. 
I listened to her with involuntary amaze- 
ment. But Mrs. Aylmer was a heroine 
n action as well as in heart ! Her youth, 
for she had been married to General 
Aylmer at a very early age, liad been 
passed amidst the trying varieties of a 
military life. She had accompanied him 
during the whole of the American war ; 
sH the severities of which she iiad un- 
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hesitatlngly shared with him. The perils 
of actual warfare, when opposed to what 
she believed her duty, she had heroically 
despised, and, firm in her determination 
of administering to his domestic com- 
fort, she had personally braved the 
dangers from \i^hich her sex naturally 
shrunk, and, «ecure in th6 triumphant 
exertions of British valour, smiled un- 
daunted even as the ordnance bellowed 
round her canvas dwelling ! As she ad- 
vanced in years she gloried in being 
considered as a mother by the regiment 
of which the General had the command. 
Abroad or at home, in sickness or in 
sorrow, it ever claimed the soothing 
comforts of her personal attention ; and 
every sufiering individual, from the 
Veteran field officer to the ^' aspiriog 
" young hero" of the rank and file 
muster roll, ander circumstancesof dis- 
tress, experienced alike the alleviation of 
her cares. She was sorry, she said, that 
this afiair had occurred just at this crltical 
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period, because it would naturally turn 
tlie tide of Observation upon me ; but it 
. was upon that account principally that she 
regretted it, The young man deserved 
punishment for bis impetuosity, and 
Montague*s character was too highlyesta- 
blished to be liable to misrepresentation. 
Lord Maynooth's danger she treated 
ligbtly. *^ These things are always much 
exaggerated,'' said she, pursuing her own 
thoughts^ '^ this yonog boy may have 
xeceived a trifling wound, but it bas 
possibly been much magnified by alartn ; 
at all.events it will gi ve him a consequence 
in the world which he might never other* 
wise have attained/" Too much agitated 
to listen calmly to such reflections, I 
soon left her to make some arrangement 
for my departure from Richmond ; for 
having ascertained that Montague's pre- 
sent safety^ depended upon bis absence, 
I had previously determined at all risks 
to accompany him wherever he might 
go, and I now hastened to commence 
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my preparation for it. I directed Norris 
to put up every thing for a journey of 
ßoixie length ; and, this care removed 
from ^ly mind, I waited with impatience 
for the promised hour of his return. 
Never did any day seem so long ! In- 
capable of fixing my thocights to any oc- 
cupation, I walked from room to room in 
restless uneaslness, and totally unable to 
content myself in the house, as jbooq as 
evening approached I wrapped myself 
in a large ladian shawl and wändered 
into the gardens. It was a fine'dear 
evening, the moon rose with unusual 
brilliancy ; but though early in May it 
was nevertheless extremely coild. Re- 
gardless however of the keen chilling air, 
I stül lingered in the gardens in momen- 
tary expectation of Montague's arrival. 
The candles were already lighted in the 
parlour, the bubbling tea iirn steamed 
lipon the tablej but harassed by a thou- 
sand nameless fcfars for the object of my 
solicitude, I drew my shawl closer round 
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me, and, almost freezing with cold, still 
paced the willow-walk in trembling an- 
xiety. At length the gentle splashing of 
oars broke the stillness of the water ; a 
boat approached the stairs, and as I hur- 
ried with a .beating heart towards the 
spot, Montague and his friend leaped on 
shore. Alarmed at finding me alone in the 
gardens at such an hour, Montague^ as 
he pressed me to his bosom, tenderly re- 
proached me fbr exposing myself to the 
damps of the evening ; , but; delighted to 
again dasp him to my heart in safety, 
I thought little of personal inconvenience 
to myself, and, grateful that he was once 
more restored to me, I hurried them into 
the house, and busied myself in prepar- 
iQg the gratefiil beverage for my shiver«* 
ing friends. Montague threw off a loose 
wrapping-coat which he had wom during 
their chiUihg sail, and^ tossing it careless- 
ly on a chair, I discovered for the first 
time that his arm was in a sling. The 
tea-cup trembled in my band, I became 
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pale as death ; but instantly perceiving 
the cause of my alarsn, be smilingly loos- 
ed tbe silk bandkerchief which siip- 
ported it, to dlssipate my fears. 

'^ 'T» of no consequ^ice/' said hc 
carclessly, ^ it ii a mere trifle, from 
^vincb in a few days I sball experience 
no inconvenience, it is not worth a 
tfaougfat } do not therefore alarm yoor- 
sd^ or embitter the few moments \ve 
have to paa» togetber. AU we have now 
ttme to tbink of, my Frances, is how 
yöur comfort in iny absence may be best 
secured/' 

** For n^ cocnfort^^' answered I de« 
cidedly, *^ I have already {MTovided ; I 
sbaU be wretcfaed at a distance irom you, 
and I iam resolved to accompany you, go 
whitfaecsoever you will. Do not deny 
me,'' contiBfued I eamestly, fbr be was 
eageriy intentipting me ; ^^ fbr upon this 
snbject I am fixed^ my resolution is firm, 
and nothang but yöur cammands sball in- 
duce me to forego it/^ 
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" My authority then/* said he, fddiiig 
• me in his arm,. " shall never be exerted 
to render you unhappy> and though I re- 
gret that any circutnstances should iär 
volve you in the inconveniences I am 
subject to, it is the proudest triumph of 
my lifo that you are desirous to share 
theni with me ! You shall go then, my 
love/* aydded he ; " your society will 
cheer my solitude ; your participation 
will render my banishment less painfuL'^ 
." Carried nemine contradicente^' cried 
Captain Garth,. hastily finishing his tea; 
^' and since Lady MontagQe is so mag« 
nanimously beut upon going into exile 
with you, I think I shall change my jdan 
of proceeding also. My lady mother 
will perbaps hear of this a£&ir more ex. 
peditiously than I wish, and I dare swear 
with a delectable host of additions. «I 
know that the good old soul will never 
be persuaded ^^that I am safe tili she has 
ocular demonstration of the fiict; so 
that I think, wisely taking ^ things into 
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consideration, that I shall give up my 
scheine of going with you, and get back 
to London again» time enough to jump 
into the mail for Northallerton. I wish 
however you would let me write a letter 
er two iirst, for I shall not I believe be 
early enough in town/' added he» look- 
ing at his watch. Thus then it was set- 
tied, and while Captain Garth retired to 
write his letters, Montague drew his chair 
nearer the fire, and, resting Ins aching 
temples qn my bosom, detailed more 
fuUy his plan for cur departure. As sooo 
as he had hurried over his letters Captain 
Garth rang &r his groom , and warmly shak- 
ing hands with both of us, and desiring 
Montague to write to him at his brother^s 
seat near Northallerton, he mounted his 
horse and gallopped back to town. As 
soon as he was gone, Montague went up 
to Mrs. Aylmer's dressing-room to take 
leave of her befbre she retired to rest^ 
and, finely as she had talked it in the 
;tnorning,'she now appeared quite sub- 
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dued by the necessity of this speedy part- 
ing. Next to the General, she had loved 
Montague beyond every other earthly 
being, and she shed torrents of tears as, 
aiFectionately embracing her, he pro- * 
nounced his farewell, and went down to 
the stable-yard to give Orders for our de- 
parture. With the earliest dawn of 
morning we commenced our journey^ 
Montague for obvious reasons choos- 
ing to take no servants but Norris and 
a confidential one of his own, and traveU 
ling with hired horses, under the assum* 
ed name of Colonel Elliott, he took the 
road towärds the north. 
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